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WARM-UP QUESTIONS

Historically speaking, China has always been a populous country with a vast territory. On this
beautiful land there have lived many ethnic groups. Do you know which ethnic group the
following people belong to? What do you know about these ethnic minorities? Talk about it

with your partners.
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Chinese Population

China is the world’s most populous country with
1.32311 billion at the end of 2007, accounting for one-fifth of

R A

the total global population. This figure does not include the : o Dy
Chinese living in the Hong Kong and Macao Special q;”/?;/.’
Administrative Regions, and Taiwan region. As a result, x _’:N K7
although China has the third largest territory in the world, the \"\_,‘ 0 &
population density is 134 per square kilometer, roughly four ”m'""»"fﬂn'w 84 /«"“
times greater than that of the US. ' Most of the population of L et
China live in the middle and lower reaches of the Yellow - it

River, Yangtze River and Pearl River valleys, and the Northeast Plain.

According to the traditional Chinese beliefs of family, more children mean greater happiness
and a bigger fortune. Consequently, China has always boasted a relatively larger population than
other countries throughout history. After the foundation of New China in 1949, the population has
grown rapidly due to the stable social situation, the rapid increase in production across all sectors
of the national economy, as well as improved medical and health conditions. ' The government at
first was not fully aware of the importance of population control. By the end of 1969, Chinese popu-
lation has already reached 806.71 million.

Fortunately, in the early 1970s, the Chinese government realized that the boomimg
population was harmful to economic and social development and would put great pressure on
employment, housing, communications and medical care and the like. ' The leaders began to
understand that if the over-rapid population growth could not be effectively reversed, it would

probably cndanger the necessary conditions for the survival of humanity,
Vacabula long with China’s sustainable social and ic devel
populous A B 4 % along wi ina’s sustainable social and economic development.
density # /£ Then the Chinese government began implementing a policy of family
communication i & 3 . g . g
reverse B planning, population control, and population quality improvement.
endanger f5 & These measures accorded with China’s basic conditions of being a large
ikl country with a poor economic foundation, particularly its large popula-
humanity A %
arable & T B A #9 tion and limited amount of arable land, so as to promote the development
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o # of the economy, society, resources and environment.
S s ww. The basic requirements of family planning are late
el ; 4 - . 3 4 . .
b ¥ R , marriages and late childbearing. The aim is to have

0 ’i‘ § fewer but healthier babies; couples are limited to have
g "« just one child. At the same time, a flcxible family
planning policy has been adopted for rural people and
ethnic minorities. This is especially the case for
minorities: each ethnic group may work out different regulations according to its own wishes,
population, natural resources, economy, culture and customs.

Since then birth rates have steadily declined year by year. China’s birth rate dropped from 34.11
per thousand in 1969 to 15.23 per thousand by the end of 1999; at the same

. childbearing 4 &
time, the natural growth rate decreased from 26.08 per thousand to 8.77 per

flexible R 7

thousand, thus basically realizing a change in the population reproduction rural KA 89
reproduction # 7

type to the one characterized by low birth and death rates and a low
population growth rate.

Notes L e
1. Asaresult, although China has the third largest territory in the world, the population density is 134 per square
kilometer, roughly four times greater than that of the US. [Kl 1 , S48 b [E 40 47 e 505 — K ARy &5 £, A
CFE RS 134 A /P AR, K4 R EP AT,
2. Most of the population of China live in the middle and lower reaches of the Yellow River, Yangtze
River and Pearl River valleys, and the Northeast Plain. "1 [£ i) A 3 43 A F1 A 1 7 8] 9 B0 A< V0 9 38
FERVLI 4% | LA B AR AL X

. After the foundation of New China in 1949, the population has grown rapidly due to the stable social situation,

>

the rapid increase in production across all sectors of the national economy, as well as improved medical and
health conditions. 7£ 1949 487 i [E & 7 2 )5, t THE 2 R0E (E RS T &304 7™ s & R, LA &
B YT fil B KT 42 5 , b R PR I
4. Fortunately, in the early 1970s, the Chinese government realized that the booming population was harmful
to economic and social development and would put great pressure on employment, housing, communica-
tions and medical care, and the like. iz #9 & , 76 LA tiE 40 70 45480380, v B BURF 3R B0 A9 3 ek
WK SX AT SRR REREE Wil AE5 58 E BT 55 7 m i e KR,
. sustainable social and economic development 1 2 Fll 28 T i) o] #5452 % J&
6.

n

These measures accorded with China’s basic conditions of being a large country with a poor economic
foundation, particularly its large population and limited amount of arable land, so as to promote the devel-
opment of the economy, society, resources and environment. X £& 55 fifi £F 7 o 6 15 Jy — 4~ 2 % A 5k

3 y
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553 614 K TR 60 B A FE A R A 4 o RN AR 2 I b AT PR 0 1 O, REBE fR E 2R UF AE S BRI R
B85 T B R
accord with £ {5, — %«
eg. What you have just said does not accord with what you told us yesterday. i< ¥ A" i3 i 1R 1 K 35
TeATHY A —HE

7. This is especially the case for minorities: each ethnic group may work out different regulations according
to its own wishes, population, natural resources, economy, culture and customs. ¥ il J& % T 2 B 1
TS BB AR AT LA 1B A0 B N FURCRE A SRR 2R T AR A SO I ST A 4 4% T T B AR D
il st A [R)  o JEE

8. basically realizing a change in the population reproduction type to the one characterized by low birth and
death rates and a low population growth rate. JE A5 B 7™ A F1AE 75 2880 i) 56 75 | I8 R AR 7 % RSB T
ARG a2

,\\

f/"?‘\,))
I Text B

Chinese Geography

Vocabulary Located in the eastern part of the Asian continent and western shore

landmass * [ of the Pacific Ocean, People’s Republic of China occupies a landmass of
plowing #f £
confluence iL 4

cloak # & next only to Russia and Canada. The Chinese territory comprises about 6.5
boundary 1 percent of the world total land area. It is predicted by World Travel Orga-
nization that by the year 2020, China will become the world’s number one travel destination.
From north to south, the territory of China measures about 5,500 kilometers, stretching from
the center of the Heilongjiang River, north of the town of Mohe |
to the Zengmu Reef ' at the southernmost tip of the Nansha | N
Islands. When North China is still covered with snow, people in ‘ ‘

9.6 million square kilometers, and is the third largest country in the world,

the South China are busy with spring plowing. From west to east,
the nation extends about 5,200 kilometers from the Pamirs - to

the confluence of the Heilongjiang and Wusuli Rivers, * with a

time difference of over four hours. When the Pamirs are cloaked

in night, the morning sun is shining brightly over East China. |

With a land boundary of some 22,800 kilometers and a sea L

B 4
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boundary of more than 18,000 kilometers, China has more neighbors
contiguous it 4F £

topographically %76 4 than any other countries in the world, with a total of 20 contizuous
descend T countries.

b"‘d,?gj B 8 Topographically speaking, the terrain gradually descends from west
excee '

flank 7 ------ 89 01l T to east like a staircase. The Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, averaging more than

spectacular 4 #y
artery # fk , B i . . : . _ N :
sisteaveny A M taking a bird s-eye view of China, it is easy to figure out that China is
framework £ %

4,000 meters above sea level, is called “the roof of the world”. " When

basically a mountainous country, with two-thirds of its total land area
covered by mountains,hills and high plateausSeven of the world’s twelve highest peaks cxceeding
8,000 meters in height are located in China. Mount Everest ', the highest peak in China, is also the
highest peak in the world.

The eastern part of China is flanked by the Pacific. More than 5,000 islands have scattered
over the spectacular area of the sea,with Taiwan Island as the largest. China abounds in rivers. The
inland river system accounts for 36 percent of the total land area in China. The Yangtze River,
with a total length of 6,300 kilometers, is the longest river in China and the third longest in the
world. This artery courses through several of China’s most economically developed regions.
Excellent river ports—Shanghai, Nanjing, Wuhan, and Chong-
qing—are located along this river, making it one of the world’s
busiest inland waterways.© The Yellow River is the second
longest river in China. The Chinese civilization was born just

along this river, which has won the river the fame of “the

Mother River” of the Chinese nation. These two rivers, as well
as the Pearl River in South China, have provided the framework ﬁ 3

for agricultural development and population growth throughout E'
Chinese history. "

Notes , e s
1. Zengmu Reef % £ 85 U0 | {52 T 15 0 #F & v S, & o 15 400+ i) die o, Tl i | kg /KT B 3990 i o A
212 R,
- Pamirs BFK 2% 85 J5C, v RS SR 1L ORI BR800 | (57 1 rbolv A i 3 v B A 74 S, IR AR S (R ke
ob R AR SN  RRE 3 TR T S s AT R A K 2 B R T
3. the confluence of the Heilongjiang and Wusuli Rivers M Ji 7T 1 1% 95 BT 44 280 4b

[

4. The Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, averaging more than 4,000 meters above sea level, is called “the roof of the
world”. ¥ U 5L, V- EIHER 4000 K LA -, BAT 1 FRE R
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5. Mount Everest B2 W 3 0% | i 5 SR Ak 1LY 32 0% | 54k 8844.43 oK, g ER b5 — ik kb b [E A
JeA/R BB AL T E BN BOEFR BRI B M s =,

6. This artery courses through several of China’s most economically developed regions. iX % 7K 4 Ui 25 1[5
JIA P KB HLIX

7. Excellent river ports—Shanghai, Nanjing, Wuhan, and Chongqing—are located along this river, making it
one of the world s busiest inland waterways. JLA~ i B #9037 # 0 —— b i (5 50  BOUHNE R——H#F
A7 TE X AR T A I R KM Ak R L e BT A K B —

8. These two rivers, as well as the Pearl River in South China, have provided the framework for agricultural
development and population growth throughout Chinese history. X ¥ 4% , [a] i J7 BRI —iE , 78 rH R A9 17
b — BRI A R TR T BRI AL REAC O HESE

l—‘*{' S ) S—
( l{" Text
Fifty-six Ethnic Groups in China
v bul From the hinterlands of the north, to the lush jungles in the south,
h.mot:laan P :; ; {;% from the mountains of Taiwan in the east, to the top of the world in the
jungle A # west, China serves as home to 56 officially registered ethnic groups. The
census A 11 ¥ 2

largest group, the Han, makes up over 91.6% of China’s vast population,
and it is the elements of Han civilization that the world considers the main body of “Chinese
culture”. Yet, the 55 ethnic minorities, making up the remaining 8.4% according to the Fifth
National Population Ccnsus in 2000, maintain their own rich traditions and customs, and all are
part of Chinese culture.

With a population of 1159.4 million, the Han Chinese can be found in almost every part of
China.They form the largest ethnic group within China and also the largest in the world. The Han
nationality uses its own spoken and written language, known
as the Chinese language, which has been and is currently -
used all over China and is one of the working languages of | = 5 ) D o
the United Nations. The Han culture belongs to one of the :
world’s oldest civilizations, boasting a lot of outstanding ( f
achievements in many fields including politics, military
affairs, philosophy, literature, art and natural science. o

6



4 Unit1 General Introduction to China

The 55 ethnic minorities, though fewer in number, are
distributed over some 50% of Chinese territory, mostly in
border areas. The largest is the 16 million-strong Zhuang in
Southwestern China. Most of the 55 ethnic minorities use
their own languages. They have developed individual customs
regarding food, clothing and ctiquetic, in response to their own

particular environments, social conditions and levels of
economic development. © Many of the minorities have their own religious beliefs. For example,
the Hui, Uigur, together with some other peoples, adhecre to Islam; the Tibetans and Mongolians
follow Tibetan Buddhism; and the Dai, Blang and Deang to Hinayana Buddhism." Chinese
government has respected their religious beliefs and made efforts to preserve their religious
freedom.

Chinese government has made equality, unity, mutual help and
distribute %7

common prosperity as its basic principles in handling the relations between ccignetie L

ethnic groups. = Accordingly, China has practised a regional ethnic auto-  adhere &5
nomy system in which autonomous organs of self-government are M =&
s : = Tibetan Buddhism # % #
established under the unified leadership of the central government. #
Blang #7 #] 7k

The minority people exercise autonomous rights, and are masters in their Deare 8 &
eang 1%
own region and administer their own internal affairs. By now, China has  Hinayana Buddhism /%

five Autonomous Regions for its minorities: Guangxi, Xinjiang, Tibet, s
prosperity # %

Inner Mongolia and Ningxia. Since many minorities rcsidc in the remote  ,utonomy # #

areas and are usually poor, Chinese government has instituted preferential ~ ©rsn Hlx .
o " . & . . . self-government H 5
policies to provide training and other aid for the minorities to progress,  ,.4e &

govern and manage their lives.

5

Notes

I The Han culture belongs to one of the world s oldest civilizations, boasting a lot of outstanding achievements
in many fields including politics, military affairs, philosophy, literature, art and natural science. ¥ ji% 3 ft
JB TR bl SO 2 — RS BUR S T S0 2R A AR F R 2 AU I A
R Z A B R

2. The largest is the 16 million-strong Zhuang in Southwestern China. frz A A9 (2> % B % ) & & 43 16 74 13 35
B R (ERREAET 78 = % i, A TG 1600 7N

3. They have developed individual customs regarding food, clothing and etiquette, in response to their own

particular environments, social conditions and levels of economic development. 4 4% 4 [ FF &b (9 ¥ 55 |

7
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B2 2R P R0 5 KT, 260 BB WA S I T 46 1K £ 203 AL 1 %5 J 1 0 KL

. Many of the minorities have their own religious beliefs. For example, the Hui, Uigur, together with some

other peoples, adhere to Islam; the Tibetans and Mongolians follow Tibetan Buddhism; and the Dai, Blang
and Deang to Hinayana Buddhism. V- % /> B AR AT A C 093 8URAM . B, e 45 2 LA B
At — S /0 B A A0 7 30 2 805 R 0 552 b R £ 00 2 9 28 T 48 R A1 B R P 8 6% R £ AR )N e
.

. Chinese government has made equality, unity, mutual help and common prosperity as its basic principles

in handling the relations between ethnic groups. ' [ B 5 FIZY T 0 A [R) 2658 4 O b 341 I ik
XK F ) JE Ay LA T

. Accordingly, China has practised a regional ethnic autonomy system in which autonomous organs of

self-government are established under the unified leadership of the central government. [H it , |7 [# 52 i

T DX Sk B R B AT BUIR B fE D e BUR B — U 22 F /L T BRI 69 U HLR

. By now, China has five Autonomous Regions for its minorities: Guangxi, Xinjiang, Tibet, Inner Mongolia

and Ningxia. FLAE , b B AEAT R4S RO A 36 X 7 P9 % BTG X B S 4 75 205 A X PE A A X
WS AR XL T E R EARX

. Chinese government has instituted preferential policies to provide training and other aid for the minorities

to progress, govern and manage the lives. 7 [E] B RF X6 /05 B % b Bt 17 4% A EC0R O JL4R I 25 A R
B A W, AR B /0 BOR N BRAS I A | O3 o M 96 0 R A L BRG R M IX.

"5/ Useful Phrases and Expressions

1. be aware of F1i& ,TAIRF 2. family planning i+ %4 &
3. accord with & 4. be located in fF

5. the roof of the world 5 ZE%& 6. abound in EF

7. ethnic minority /> ¥t R j& 8. in response to #H5 . i&

9. autonomous rights [ 544X F
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Exercises
Part J Ligtening Practice
Passage 1

Tourist Industry Lowering Prices
pummel 1 & blizzard % A %
consecutive i % & discount #i 4=
tour operator & 4 & & &% recoup # 1%
wondrous AA K& @ off-season % % &

outbreak #% %

Task 1 Listen to the passage carefully and then fill in the blanks with what you

hear. The passage will be read only once.

Top scenic spots in southern China have lowered pricesto ' to areas

pummeled by blizzards in January and February.

Some scenic spots received no visitors for ~ ©  days during and after the
worst weather in 50 years, while many others suffered 3 ~ in business. The
total loss across the country is estimatedat -+ according to the China
National Tourism Administration (CNTA).

Many scenic spots are offering attractive ~~ ©  to individual tourists and
favorable policiesto 6 in a bid to recoup the losses. Hunan Province’s
Zhangjiajie, the UNESCO World Heritage site famous for its 7 | said
it would prolong its & favoring tour group operators until the end of

the month, four weeks longer than usual. Huangshan, in Anhui Province, cut the
off-season entrance fee from Y to 100 Yuanin February. The price-cut has worked.

Most tourists who came shortly after the disaster are from neighboring cities.

9
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A senior official with the CNTA said the disaster dealt “another heavy blow to
China’s tourism” five years after the SARS . Infrastructure can be repaired
in a short period of time, but some natural sceneries are unlikely to be restored for a

while.

(1) What happened in January and February?

(2) What did the scenic spots decide to do in order to recoup the losses?

(3) Where were the visitors who came shortly after the disaster from?

(4) What have been the heavy blows to China’s tourism in recent years?

(5) What is the biggest problem for these scenic spots now?

Passage 2

Rising RMB Boosts Hong Kong Tour

exchange rate ic # peg MM #REZAZ~E DA
cosmetic Lk & travel agency # 4% #
tour package & % # Labor Law # #b i

Lantern Festival #.% %

10



