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2 Mozi (4

China is one of the cradles of world civilization, enjoying over five
thousand years of history. It has produced many outstanding figures in the
history of ancient thought, and left a rich philosophical heritage for both the
Chinese people and the entire humanity. The fruit of these thinkers was to
establish unique schools that over the long course of history have been
continuously interpreted and developed. Today much of these thoughts are as
relevant as ever and of extreme vitality for both China and the rest of the
world. For instance, the ideal of “humaneness” and the concept of “harmony”
taught by Confucius, the founder of Confucianism, have been venerated
without ceasing by contemporary China as well as other Asian nations.

Ancient Chinese dynasties came and went, with each new dynasty
producing its own scintillating system of thought. These rare and beautiful
flowers of philosophy are grounded in the hundred schools vying for attention
in pre-Qin times and the broad yet deep classical scholarship of Han and Tang
times and in the simple yet profound occult learning of the Wei and Jin
dynasties together with the entirely rational learning of Song and Ming Neo-
Confucianism. The fertile soil of religious belief was Buddhism’s escape from
the emptiness of the sensual world and Daoism’s spiritual cultivation in the
search for identification with the immortals. The founders of these systems of
thought included teachers, scholars, poets, politicians, scientists and monks —
they made great contributions to such disparate cultural fields in ancient China
as philosophy, politics, military science, economics, law, handicrafts, science
and technology, literature, fine arts, and religion. The ancient Chinese
venerated them for their wisdom and for following moral paths, and called
them sages, worthies, saints, wise men, and great masters, etc. Their words and
writings, and sometimes their life experiences, constitute the rich matter of
ancient Chinese thought distilled by later generations. The accomplishments of
Chinese thought are rich and varied, and permeate such spiritual traditions as
the harmony between humans and nature, the unification of thought and action,
and the need for calmness during vigorous action, synthesizing the old and
innovating something new.

Nanjing University Press has persisted over the last twenty years in
publishing the 200-book series, Collection of Critical Biographies of Chinese
Thinkers, under the general editorship of Professor Kuang Yaming, late
honorary president of Nanjing University. This collection is the largest-scale
project of research on Chinese thinking and culture undertaken since the
beginning of the twentieth century. It selected more than 270 outstanding
figures from Chinese history, composed their biographies and criticized their
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4 General Preface (%

intellectual accomplishments; all in all, it is a rigorous and refined academic
work. On this foundation, we introduce this series of concise readers, which
provides much material in a simple format. It includes the cream of the crop of
great figures relatively familiar to foreign readers. We have done our best to
use plain but vivid language to narrate their human stories; this will convey the
wisdom of their thought and display the cultural magnificence of the Chinese
people. In the course of spiritually communing with these representative
thinkers from ancient China, readers will certainly be able to apprehend the
undying essence of thoughts of the Chinese people.

Finally, we are deeply grateful for the support from Hanban/ Confucius
Institute Headquarters, and the experts from home and abroad for their joint
efforts in writing and translating this series.

Editors
November, 2009
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During the Spring and Autumn and Warring States Periods, because of the
ceaseless development of the art of forging iron and the broad utilization of
iron tools, agriculture, handicrafts and trade rapidly developed. According to
what written records and underground discoveries made through archeology
tell us, in the Spring and Autumn and Warring States Periods, iron implements
had already gradually replaced the crude tools of production from earlier ages,
and were broadly utilized in agricultural production; this accelerated
development in agricultural production. The universal utilization of iron
agricultural implements made it possible for the plowing of fields to be
undertaken across large areas, and also created the necessary conditions for
building irrigation works on a large scale. The spread of the use of iron
agricultural implements and the building of irrigation works also provided
rather fine production conditions for self-employment in agriculture,
promoting ceaseless improvement in the techniques of agricultural production.
The gradual spread of cultivation by ox plow caused farming techniques to
make striking advances, and meticulous techniques for “deep plowing and easy
weeding” step by step became realized. And the widespread popularization of
iron implements for use in handicraft labor provided sharp and effective tools,
so handicraft production in each state and region manifested striking progress.

The rapid development and ceaseless social division of labor in agriculture
and handicrafts directly brought about unprecedented stimulation in trade and
the exchange of currency, and also caused the enlargement of the scale of cities
on an almost daily basis. The capital cities of each state such as Linzi, Handan,
Luoyang and the like gradually formed commercial centers. The monopoly
enjoyed since the Western Zhou of “officials being used to feed labor and
trade” had been destroyed, and a class of merchants engaging in trade activities
gradually developed and expanded, producing such famous merchants as Xian
Gao and Fan Li.

Following the development of production forces and improvements in the
tools of production, uncultivated land, as apart from government owned land,
became exploited on a large scale, so the scope of privately owned fields
increased without ceasing. This led to the unending development of the system
of private ownership of land, and the well system started to fragment and get
worse day by day; what replaced it was the aid system which was more suited
to the development of the forces of production. The small production unit of
one family and one household was far superior to the collective labor of the
slave system, which promoted development along the lines of small
agricultural production units.
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Under this type of historical condition, production relationships- of
feudalism that were suitable for the development of new production forces
started to appear and gradually expanded. Contradictions and struggles
between new production relationships fundamentally shook the ruling order of
the slave system, inciting struggles for political rights among slave-owning
aristocracy, and between slave-owning aristocracy and the newly formed
landlord class. Feudal lords vied for supremacy and independent warlords rose
up, and the wheel of history in that chaotic age ineluctably rolled along. The
political system, economic structure and cultural orientation of society also
changed in broad and profound ways in the fierce turbulence of the times.
Blocs ceaseless expanded that had been formed out of various groups such as
were formed when slaves were liberated and became free people, and when
small handicraft industries and petty merchants formed from the disparity
between rich and poor; such blocs gradually formed a relatively independent
class. They started to express their own political leanings, and sought their own
independent political positions. Mozi was a representative of this particular
class.

According to the research of a scholar from Shandong, Mr. Zhang Zhihan,
Mozi was born in Lanyi in the state of Zhu. Linyi was a vassal state of Song,
Song being the homeland where descendants of Shang royalty had been settled.
Later on, Zhu became a dependency of Lu, so many historical sources regard
Mozi as being from Lu. Because Zhu lined both banks of the Si River in
Shandong, its land was fertile and climate mild, thus enjoying superior natural
endowments. Therefore, this entire stretch has always been a region of
comparatively developed material and spiritual cultures, and produced the
splendid Zhulou culture. The so-called Zhulou culture actually was part of the
culture of the Yan ethnic group (that is, the culture of the eastern indigenous
people the Dongyi). Since the time of Tang and Yu up until the early Zhou, the
Zhulou culture had always led the way for the cultures of other ethnic groups,
becoming an important source for Chinese culture. Since antiquity, the Zhulou
region has been called “the homeland of all craftsmen.” Many implements
associated in antiquity with clothing, food, dwelling and transportation were
invented or created by men of Zhulou, and Zhulou scientific technology clearly
led the way at the time. Only a region with such a grounding in science and
technology could have produced such a great master of science and technology
as Mozi. In addition to this, Zhulou historically had the customs of “venerating
Heaven, revering ancestors, honoring ghosts and spirits, esteeming doctors



