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EPreface Bl

"50 Top Houses” has carefully selected 50 most beautiful villas from a lot of latest domestic and overseas projects with excellent
architectural and interior designs. The boutique villa projects of Germany, Netherlands, Greece, Italy, UK, USA, Australia, Japan,
Croatia, Argentina and other places are the latest representative works of the infemationally renowned designers’. These villas are
designed in different styles with unique characteristics to be the top-level works. All the projects have live-action pictures, plan
drawings and elevation drawings. Each project is carefully analyzed from architectural design, inferior design and landscape
design to show its design idea and uniqueness. It is worth reading and collecting by the architectural designers, interior designers,

real estate developers, the related students and owners.
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The King Residence is a 4,300 square foot single family residence
located in the Sunset Park section of Santa Monica. Situated on a gently
sloping, wedge-shaped comer lot, the design rejects the standard public
front yard/private backyard typology, opting instead for a structure whose
living spaces and bedrooms open onto a relafively large exterior patio/
garden/entryway that faces the public streefs and surrounding houses.
While this arrangement puts much of the family’s communal and
individual life on display, this is a positive feature for the Kings.

By responding to the street comner with a void, instead of a volume, and
setting the house towards the rear of the site, the house does not crowd

-~ King Residence

Floor area: 399.5 m’ Architect: John Friedman Alice Kimm Architects

BIRER: 399.6m* BR. 99 - FHREE - EMR - SERRINSESE

the neighborhood — it exudes a sense of polifeness, of generosity. This
quality is reinforced by its composition of overlapping planes and layers,
which break up its mass and project a sense of permeability; from down
the street, one can even see straight through the house. These intentions
carry through to the strategies for cladding the house, the best example
being the way in which the two-toned cement board pattern, echoing
the character of leaves on nearby trees, helps to dematerialize the
structure, The wood screens have a similar effect.

Both inside and outside, the house’s design manages to be both
serious as well as casual — fo create the conditions for a flexible, open,



communally-oriented lifestyle, while af the same time employing a collection. A number of sustainable features are also incorporated. For
refined palefte of materials and details. The generous use of natural light the Kings, the house functions perfectly for their individual and collective
activates the house and creates excellent lighting for the family’s art lifestyles, and embodies the values in which they believe,
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