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My master, the philosopher Cheng, says
—“ The Great Learning is a book left by
Confucius, and forms the gate by which
first learners enter into virtue. That we can
now perceive the order in which the ancients
pursued their learning, is solely owing to
the preservation of this work, the Analects
and Mencius coming after it. Learners
must commence their course with this and
then it may be hoped they will be kept from

»

error.




o ' ONINYVIT IVIND THIL 4>

12

RFEZIE, £V, f£XR, £

RTEH, MILTEER, S,

HmEER, KGR, BiARES.
WHEAR, FHEH, AhkE, WA
HR, HZKPBPETRTE, AxH



THE TEXT OF CONFUCIUS

What The Great Learning teaches, is — to illustrate
illustrious virtue; to renovate the people; and to rest in
the highest excellence. The point where to rest being
known, the object of pursuit is then determined; and,
that being determined, a calm unperturbedness may
be attained. To that calmness there will succeed a
tranquil repose. In that repose there may be careful
deliberation, and that deliberation will be followed by
the attainment of the desired end. Things héve their
root and their completion. Affairs have their end and
their beginning. To know what is first and What is last
will lead near to what is taught in 7he Great Learning.
The ancients who wished to illustrate illustrious
virtue throughout the empire, first ordered well their

own States. Wishing to order well their States, they
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first regulated their families. Wishing to regulate their
families, they first cultivated their persons. Wishing to
cultivate their persons, they first rectified their hearts.
Wishing to rectify their hearts, they first sought to
be sincere in their thoughts. Wishing to be sincere
in their thoughts, they first extended to the utmost
their knowledge. Such extension of knowledge lay in
the investigation of things. Things being investigated,
knowledge became complete. Their knowledge being
complete, their thoughté were sincere. Their thoughts
being sincere, their hearts were then rectified. Their
hearts being rectified, their persons were cultivated.

Their persons being cultivated, their families were

\n \ SNIDNANOD 40 IXHL IHL N



=N | DNINEVIT IVIHD HHL 4k

EBWER T . BRFURTEA,
FREUBSRNA, HARMRRES
%, HpEEHE, MENEER, R2

A,



regulated. Their families being regulated; their States
were rightly governed. Their States being rightly
governed, the whole empire was made tranquil and
happy. From the emperor down to the mass of the
people, all must consider the cultivation of the person
the root of everything besides. It cannot be, when the
root is neglected, that what should spring from it
will be well ordered. It never has been the case that
what was of great importance has been slightly cared
for, and, at the same time, that what was of slight

importance has been greatly cared for.
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The preceding chapter of classical text is in the words
of Confucius, handed down by the philosopher Zeng.
The ten chapters of explanation which follow contain
the views of Zeng, and were recorded by his disciples. In
the old copies of the work, there appeared considerable
confusion in these, from the disarrangement of the
tablets. But now availing myself of the decisions of the
philosopher Cheng, and having examined anew the

classical text, I have arranged it in order, as follows: —
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COMMENTARY OF
THE PHILOSOPHER ZENG

In the Announcement to Kang, it is said, “He was able
to make his virtue illustrious.” In the Tai Jia, it is said,
“He contemplated and studied the illustrious decrees
of Heaven.” In the Canon of the Emperor Yao, it is
said, “He was able to make illustrious his lofty virtue.;’
These passages all show how those sovereigns made
themselves illustrious.

The above first chapter of commentary explains the

illustration of illustrious virtue.
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On the bathing-tub of Tang, the following words were
engraved: — “If you can one day renovate yourself, do
so from day to day. Yea, let there be daily renovation.”
In the Announcement to Kang, it is said, “To stir up
the new people.” In the Book of Poetry, it is said,
“Although Zhou was an ancient state, the ordinance
which lighted on it was new.” Therefore, the superior
man in every thing uses his utmost endeavours.

The above second chapter of commentary explains the

renovating of the people.
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