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DEDICATED TO THE CHINESE BUILDERS WHO HAVE REWRITTEN THE WORLD
SUPER SKYSCRAPER BUILDING HISTORY '
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Skyscraper and “Built by China”

Sun Wenjie

If the city is said to be a memory carrier of nation’s
continuation, building might be the most important
component of this carrier, which records the city's
splendidness or downfall most vividly. Today, in
China, a number of large and medium cities, the
representatives in which, including Shanghai and
Beijing, are gradually losing their memories, which is
to great extent due to that most of important buildings
(especially skyscrapers) do not involve Chinese
designers or builders in construction, instead, they are
designed and built by foreigners. For the Shanghai
World Financial Center project (hereinafter called as
“SWFC”), which was completed and put into use in
August 2008, it is designed by a foreign architectural
firm, however, it is the first foreign-invested skyscraper,
which is independently contracted and built by Chinese
construction enterprises in the world construction
history. Chinese construction enterprises have
demonstrated first-class level of "Built by China " to the

world through general contracting of this project.

In golden Autumn of 2004, thousands of "SWFC
People" full of passion all over the country, converged
to Pudong Lujiazui block Z4-1, launching the
construction of world's highest building. Since then,
to complete construction of Shanghai World Financial
Center with the most advanced management concepts
and methods, the most advanced technology and
equipment, the shortest duration, the best quality and
the most safe construction process has become a
common dream, for which, China State Construction
Engineering Corporation Limited and Shanghai
Construction Group are striving. Scientific management
is to build global masterpiece, and hard working is to
establish century monument. This project harvests so
much joy and glory, winning certification of two highest
items in the world, "the World Best Tall Building" in
" year 2008, "Magnolia Cup" of construction prpjects
in Shanghai, two certificates of Guinness Record of

"the World Highest Observation Deck" and "the World

Highest Hotel", first prize of Science and Technology
Award (Provincial Level) of China State Construction
Engineering Corporation and other awards, and
intensively showing the most advanced management
concepts, construction technology and construction

standards in housing construction field in the world.

During construction and implementation of Shanghai
World Financial Center, the two groups initiatively
undertake the great trust, strictly abide construction
contract, pursue mutual benefit and win-win situation,
continuously improve management quality and build a
harmonious construction atmosphere with the owner
and all partners. In order to ensure that Shanghai World
Financial Center can be transformed from various
figures in the drawings into the new skyline at the Bund
of Shanghai within the ultimate duration of 42 months.
All our work, life and thoughts are overwhelmed
around construction of this building. This is not only the
success and pride of the thirtieth anniversary of China's
reform and opening up, and the sixtieth anniversary of
the founding of People's Republic of China, but also,
the convincing performances before our eyes prove:
Chinese construction enterprises are fully capable of
undertaking construction of top skyscrapers in the world
independently, and the capacity of "Built by China " has

dominated in the top of the world construction industry.

In order to record the whole construction process of
Shanghai World Financial Center, to leave milestone
development slot for the construction industry, to
give a permanent memory to the main contractor and
subcontractor, over 10,000 construction participants
in total, and to lay a solid foundation for declaration of
National Science and Technology Award, meanwhile,
to further expand popularity and reputation of this
project, the two groups jointly compile a book of "Built
by China—-Construction record of Shanghai World
Financial Center project". This book is mainly about
pictures of construction process of Shanghai World

Financial Center, showing excellent construction

management, superior construction technology.
stunning construction difficulties and extraordinary
construction speed embodied in the process
of construction through a series of pictures, so
as to establish positive image of large central
state-owned enterprises, such as China State
Construction Engineering Corporation Limited and
Shanghai Construction Group, which is competing
tenaciously, bold to be the front-runner, offering

masterpiece and serving for the society.

We know quite well that height of any skyscraper
will be constantly increased, which is also inevitable
to Shanghai World Financial Center. However, as
long as we continue to proceed from a new starting
point, dare to challenge and never give up, we will
definitely reach the peak of perfection and dominate

in the world construction field for a long time.

Finally, we dedicate this book to builders of
Shanghai World Financial Center, to colleagues
of all society alliance, who show concerns about
construction of SWFC, and to experts and scholars

in this field.
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