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Hu Zhong was born in Ying town of Shanxi Province in 1944, and gradu-

ated from Inner Mogolian University in 1967. He has been soldier and
work and used to engage in technology. Since 1980s he has been work-
ing as director-general of Baotou measuring bureau, vice secretary-gen-
eral of Baotou municipality CPC, member and secretary-general of Baotou
municipality CPC, vice standing mayor of Baotou, mayor of Baotou, gen-
eral secretary of Baotou municipality CPC, member of Inner Mogolian
CPC, general secretary of Baotou municipality CPC, etc. Now he is deputy
director of Inner Mogolian NPC, standing trustee of Chinese Law Institute,
vice chairman of Asia and Pacific area Law Association, Chinese branch,
director of Inner Mogolian Law Institute, member of Chinese Artists
Association, director of Inner Mogolian Chinese Painting Academy, vis-
iting professor of Tianjin University, Inner Mogolian University and In-
ner Mogolian University of Science and Technology, tutor of graduate
student. His works include “Research of State-Owned Capital”, “Endless

&

Emotion”, “Practice and Thinking”, etc.
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Liu Dawei-Born in Zhucheng, Shandong Province in 1945.
Vice Chairman of China Federation of Literary and Art
Circles, Secretary of Party Leadership Group and Executive
Vice Chairman of Chinese Artists Association, and Chair-

man of UN International Modeling Art Committee.
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Preface

Congratulations on Hu Zhong’s “Eagles”! One year ago he showed his “Nan Hai
Album” to me, for which I wrote an article expressing my feeling. Not long be-
fore I attended an opening ceremony of a Hope-Project school in inner Mongolia,
where Hu Zhong accompanied me for the whole journey. Then he showed me
hundreds of “Eagles”, which made me exciting and surprising. I sent high ap-
praisal to his effort and felt happy to his achievement.

Studied from Mr. Bai Ming, an famous artist in traditional Chinese painting, Hu
Zhong first engages in detailed flowers and birds, and then turns to liberal style
landscape. In recent years he specializes in eagles. His accomplishment results
from not only hard work, but also his capablity, talent and spirit.

Chinese painting has the principle of “eleganc”, referring mainly to the artistic
conception and pattern. Hu Zhong’s work expressed audience the feeling of fresh,
stylish, dignity and slience. Without pride and artificial feeling, his works put up
the conception of intellect and Buddhist allegory. His eagles are handsome and
passive, looking bravely into the sky. We can’t tell what kind of eagle he dipicts.
He shows the conception of “eagle”, which materialize his value standard, spirit
and taste. What around the eagles are pines, rock and distant mountains, embody
the pursuit of dignity.

Of course the artistic conception couldn’t be separate from the handle of brush
and ink. His sdeady and manful brushwork represents the self-confidence. The
traditional culture and experience cultivate his skill, while everyday life enriches
his spirit. His quick brushwork creates the movement and vigour of eagles, and
eagle’s eyes, beak and paws are slowly depicted. Vivid in images, leisure in brush-
work and light in color, his works combine details and briefness together.

The essence of traditional Chinese painting is considered as “learning from the
nature and cultivating one’s spirit”. Hu handles the figure of eagles by obsvering
the real birds. Then he makes reasonable exaggeration to show a characteristic
eagle. That’s why his eagles are so vivid.

Hu Zhong are good at not only painting, but also calligraphy and poem. The
calligraphy enriches his painting, and poems improve the artistic conception. In
some degree, his fluent brushwork reminds people of his calligraphy and poems,
as well as his own spirit.

There so many artists famous for eagle painting so it’s difficult to be distinctive.
Hu advances despite difficulties. He devots himself to art, for which he is
successful. We look forward to see his new works.

Liu Dawei
June, 2007
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Liu Chuanming was born in Hefei City in 1949. He is
famous artistic theorist, professor of art history, researcher
in Nanjing museum, visiting scholar of Germany Obseiter
World Artistry centre and visiting professor of Germany
Braunschweig Institnte of Artistry. He has been curator of
Shanghai Art Fair and other important art exhibition, both
domestic and abroad. He has written preface for famous
artists” album, such as Huang Zhou, Fan Zeng and Fang
Zengxian. He is also art consultant of many auction
companies.

Main literature are “General View of Chinese Contempo-
rary Art Theory”, “Painting World” and so on.
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Mythic Wings and Humanistic Spirit

— Preface for Hu Zhong’s “Eagles”

Liu Chuan Ming

In Zhuangzi, the famous Chinese philosopher’s literature, eagles
appeared first with the presense of “fly so high into sky with its huge
wings”, which evolved into plenty of poem, literature, calligraphy and
painting. Among them the most renowned are Lu You’s (famous poet
in Song Dynasty)lyric and Jenghis Khan’s (Mongolian King) epic.
Till nowdays,there is still Mr. Jin Yong’s Kongfu novels that most
Chinese people are familiar with. So people may believe there are so
many eagle paintings. While that’s not true. In Chinese painting
history, the first eagle was created by a king in Song Dynasty in BC
1000s and 1196s by a painter named Li Di. Painters in Ming Dynasty,
like Lin Liang and Lv Ji, inherited the style of Song. The detailed
eagles they created seemed to be breeded by humans and are quite
different from images depicted by Zhuangzi.

There are also two reowned contemporary artists engage in eagle
painting, namely Pan Tianshou and Li Kuchan. Though being differ-
ent in style, they all belong to freehand brushwork. So many times they
depict eagles in their life. They exaggerate paws, eyes and beaks of
eagles to create an impressive image. They have great influence on
countless Chinese painters.

Known as “eagle on grassland”, Hu Zhong is also at eagle painting,
although he isn’t professional artist. Mr. Liu Dawei has such remark
on his painting, “he is in pursuit of vigor. The fluent brushwork
shows his self-confidence.” He studies from Mr. Bai Ming and had
perfect skill. He observed the nature, learned from traditional Chineses

culture. That’s why he has the vigorous style.



Hu Zhong likes to express his feeling and emotion with the philosophy
of leisure. Audience could touch the purity and nature in his heart. The
vigorous eagles in his painting show great foresight.

Compared with precedent artists, Hu’s eagles like to fly high in the
sky. The mythic wings in freehand style show us the vigorous eagles.
It’s not only eagle painting, but also eagle spirit, which embodies the
artist’s artistic conception.

Hu is humble and indifferent to fame or benefit and his eagles are the
mirror of his spirit. This spring I met him for the first time in Inner
Mongolia and have heated but discussion about painting. To be
honest, at the first sight, I think Hu is not so good as water and ink. A
few months later when I met him again, I surprisingly saw wonderful
works. Thousands of years artists worked with ink and paper to search
for the artistic balance, which may be also Hu should think about. I
would like to discuss with him.

I believe that there is no Titan in the world, but human proceed with

Titan’s steps.

July, 2007, Beijing
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