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Abstract

The ntrospection on the behavior of the archival research subjects 1s the core of this
dissertation, This article is on the base of the classification of the subjective cognition and the
structure of the subjective factors 1n archival science research through philosophical
epistemology, by which we can try to generalize, introspect the research tradition on archival
science research history and the subjective performance of archival subject in China. At the
same time, we could conclude the basic ability and quality of the archival researcher, through
which we can improve the research ability and regulate the behavior of the archival researcher in
order to the evolution and development of archival science.

1. Theoretical Point - Cognitive Subject in philosophical epistemology

From the stage of subjective cognition, academic research is a rational activity that contains
experience and theory cognition, which is the instinctive behavior for human being to
understand and discover the rule of world through the control of the cognitive ability and
inttiative choice of the cognitive object. Human being is not only the cognitive subject, but also
is the academic research subject. The conceptual system, principle, academic fruit and
invention which researcher use to evaluate the academic activity are all formed by academic
researchers, so there are many subjective factors in those objective things, such as
consciousness, thought, value orientation and emotion. Essentially, the improvement and
development of archival research 1s the improvement and extension of the ability and range of
the academic subject in the cognition. So only we introspect from the subjective factors which
are appeared 1n the course of solving the archival problems and understanding the archival
phenomena, we can discover the essence of the academic research from the metaphysical aspect.

Firstly, from the format of cognition, academic research 1s a rational cognition whose
purpose is to discover the essence and rule of object through the documents which the
perceptual cognition supplies. From the content of cognition, academic research is a practice
that contains experience and theory cognition. Especially, archival research should be
researched from experience and theory. The reason 1s not only that the archival practice is an

experiential social activity, but also that the archival research owns the responsibility to
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discover the truth and rule in archival practice, so through this social activity, the ability to
understand and deal with archives should be improved.

Secondly, as a social practice which social subjects participate 1n, academic research 1s a
cognitive practice that academic subjects participate in. Because the subjective cognition 1s
independent, selective, discrepant, creative and social, it 1s easy for cognition to be influenced
by soctal circumstance, cultural background, social atmosphere, which could make the
researchers’ research warp and form the different subjective factors. The subjective factors
could be divided into two parts, rational and irrational. Rational factors contain knowledge
system, logical thinking, value orientation and cognitive methods; irrational factors contain
curiosity, emotion, volition, wish and intuition. Those subjective factors are useful to
subjective cogmtion, such as choosing and direct function, assimilative and integrative
function, controlling and adjusting function.

Thirdly, archival research is made up of two parts, individual and colony. Because of the
differences between individual and individual, individual and colony, colony and colony, each
researcher has different research purposes, methods and fruits, but no matter how the fruts
modes are changeful, the archival researchers always put the purswit of truth, kindness and
beauty as their research final value. So the evaluation of the archival researchers need us choose
“outer- confirmation” and “inner perfect” as the criterion.

2. Retrospection on Chinese archival science research

The development history on archival research 1s a history for academic cognitive subject
and his cogmition. From the birth of archival research to the perfection of the archival
knowledge system, this course makes the methods, thought and value of archival researcher in
archival study practice. Because of those subjectivity factors, archival science could be bringing
up rationally and smoothly, and every change and development of archival research methods
and research value could be regarded as an important milestone in the history of archives. So
the history of Chinese archival study could be divided into four stages.

Firstly, Observation and accumulation are the most important way to think and spread the
academic thoughts on archives for our ancient researcher. Observation 1s the way to search
information and gain the knowledge. Chinese archival research is on the base of the Observation
of archives. Those researchers put the emphases on the Observation of the content and pointed
some new thought and methods to arrange the archives, so this 1s the reason why Chinese
archival research appeared. In other word, our anctent researcher didn’t regard the Observation
as the only way to do research, now that it supplied lots of first-hand information and
reference. The accumulation of knowledge and experience gave Chinese archival history an
integrated clue to mmprove the status on archival research, which 1s the mamn reason for the

formuing of Chinese archival science research.
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Secondly, Reference and transplantation. The reason why Chinese archival research owned
the fast pace to get a high level after appearing ten years is refer and transplant the mature
archival management experience form early European countries, Although reference and
transplantation could help researcher to solve the problems on theory which is caused by the
inadequacy of management experience, but it is not profitable for archival research to run a
long-term development, which happened from the experience to refer and transplant U. S. S, R.
archives,

Thirdly, Introspection and criticism. Introspection is a behavior to recognize ourselves and
our own practice. From epistemology, Introspection is a cognitive practices for people to
cognize our object, things and the rule of world. This cognitive behavior has been a popular
method in to research archival science in 1980s which supplied a new orientation for researcher
to cognize the moving archives. That makes our academic fruits not base on the repetitive
cognition and let our researcher hold the fact from a view of critical cognition. Criticism is the
Dialectical Negative. This negative does not deny everything. It is just relative negative. To
own a critical view is a rational behavior for archival researcher, through which we can judge a
theory and thought whether it is general, whether it is accord the rule, whether it has the
vitality.

Fourthly, Inheritance and Innovation. Inheritance is a behavior for an academic researcher
to recycle the academic fruits and continue the way to research from our early researcher.
Inheritance in archival research orders researcher to inherit traditional knowledge system and
academic theory which are the core of archival science. Innovation 1s a practice for a subject to
create or find new things, opinions and methods. The innovation in academic research 1s to
create new things, new Paradigm, new methods, new evidence and new documents, in a word,
create new knowledge. Innovation in archival research hopes researcher have new mode of
thinking, new view and methods to research the new archival practice. So Inheritance and
Innovation are the two new methods to cognize the archives for archival researcher, and only
inheriting our traditional theory, thought, methods, as a scientist, we could create our new
perspective for archival science.

3. Research on consciousness, quality and ability of Chinese archival researcher

The responsibility of archival science researcher is to improve and perfect the system of
archival theory and practice knowledge, and to make sure the Archives to development more
balanced effective and scientific. In order to take on and carry out this responsibility, the
researcher must own the relevant ability that 1s the condition and basis for people’ s life and
practice, and also is the inner status for people to do a certain activity.

Firstly, the researcher should bring up the desire to pursue the truth and explore the new

knowledge and participate in the academic competition with a for bearing mindedness which is
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directed by the strict academic atmosphere, and then construct a well and harmony team-work
spirit. Secondly, the archival researcher should own six consciousnesses, and that is self-
decided, self-determination, self-control, criticism and suspicion, responsibility and
personality. Thirdly, the archival researcher should have the ability of creationary thinking,
abundant and professional knowledge, plentiful and bullheaded will power,

4. Introspection on the subjectivity of Chinese archival researcher

As the most important parts in archival practice, the professional dedication which the
researchers need should be based on the scientific spirit, nice academic attitude, serious and
placid academmc atmosphere. In modern archival research, some researchers are short of
archival responsibility, loyalty and punctiliousness to deal with the archives, so they just regard
archival research as a means of subsistence or a way to gain the academic fame instead of the
social responsibility and obligation.

Firstly, from the view of the academic notion, Positivism transplants the thoughts and
methods of Positivism into the modern archival research, which makes the academic subject
lean on the expertence and metrology unduly; Utilitarianism makes academic subject give up the
pursurt of the truth and think a lot of the academic power and academic benefit; Idealism makes
the researchers engender a high expected value and sublimate result, which makes them far
away from the archival management,

Secondly, from the view of the individual because of the over self-confidence and over self-
abasement in archival research, some researcher could not have a clear academic orientation to
choose the research topic and write the academic articles, so there are many academic
corruptions and academic misconducts 1n archival research. In the other hand, because of the
lack on the rational academic atmosphere and space for academic intercourse, the archival
research could not develop in hs rational direction, which leads to the academic crisis.

Thurdly, from the view of the research problems, there are three problems faced to archival
researchers, which 1s academic deficit, academic criterion, academic identification. The
academic deficit is caused by the adoring the foreign theory and technique unduly and the langue
Limitation in exchanging the opinions. The academic criterion problems are caused by the
inadequate knowledge on cogmitive method. The academic identification 1s caused by the
understanding deviation on the value of archival research between the academic subjects and
social subjects.

5. Evolution and development of Chinese archival science from the view of cognitive subject

The improvement and development of Chinese archival academic research 1sn’t determined
by how many theories, opinions the researcher make, how large the management mode the
researcher builds, but also contams the extension and improvement of the range, ability,

method, and cognitive pattern of archival researcher.
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First of all, from the value orientation of archival researcher, the reason why there are so
many problems happened in archival research on the value orientation is the conflict and
contradiction between instrumental rationality and value rationality. There are two reasons to
explain this contradiction. One is the adoring of the archives management technique and
instrument; the other 1s the lost of the archival value orientation and responsibility. The
tmportant point to solve this contradiction 1s to advocate the regression of the value orientation
in academic research. In other words, this way is just to arouse the regression of the
responsibility of archival researcher that contains academic responsibulity, society responsibility
and culture responsibility.

Secondly, from the academic morality of archival researcher, the principles which are
obeyed and generally accepted 1n scientific research by scientific community are called academic
ethics. The level of the academic morality in scientific research 1s not decided by whether there
1s an integrated academic morality system, but only decided by the degree that the scientists use
those mner and outer morality to direct the scientific research. To solve the problem about the
absence of the morality in scientific research, it 1s necessary to build and implement the system
of academic ethics that 1s the advocating of the self-discipline, the construction of the academic
stipulations between different scientific communuties, including the implementation of academic
management system,

Thirdly, from the academic emotion of archival researcher, emotion 1s the power for people
to do the research. Archival students are the potential subject of archival science research. It 1s
important to add the emotion education into the archival education m order to mmproving the
emotion of the archival researcher, which 1s the right way to make the students form the

passton and inspire the interest to do the archival research.

Keywords: Epistemology; Introspection of Cognitive Subject; Archival Science Study;

Archival Science Researcher
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