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PREFACE

Itis a pleasure learning the publication of Collected Works on Tang Tricolor Unearthed in Luoyang, China edited
and photographed by Zhou Li and Gao Hu , who have been engaged in the field of archaeology for a long time as
professional photographers. With abundant experience and superb photographic skills, they make Tang Tricolor more
vigorous and vivid, presenting various acts of the people in the the Tang Dynasty. | believe they will redouble their efforts
and make new contributions to the historical relic work in Luoyang.

Following Tang Tricolor in Luoyang published by the Cultural Relics Press in 1980 and by Henan Fine Arts Pub—
lishing House in 1985, Collected Works on Tang Tricolor Unearthed in Luoyang, China was another grand picture collection.
During less than 30 years, there have been three picture collections of Tang Tricolor published successively, each of
which adds new varieties and images. Thus it is obvious that Luoyang is rich in the resources of Tang Tricolor.

It has been just more than 20 years since the first picture collection on Tang Tricolor was published. During these
years large quantities of the graves of the Tang Dynasty have been discovered in the course of constructing Luoyang,
and many precious historical relics have been excavated such as Tang Tricolor, the number of which can approach 1000
with unprecedented varieties .In order to further carry forward the cultures of Tang Tricolor in Luoyang and make the
achievements in archaeology of the Tang Dynasty known to the people all over the world ,we publish another large—scale
picture collection of Tang Tricolor named Collected Works on Tang Tricolor Unearthed in Luoyang, China which will be

taken as the continuation of Tang Tricolor in Luoyang.



The publication of Collected Works on Tang Tricolor Unearthed in Luoyang, China will arouse Luoyang people’s

consciousness of protecting the ancient tombs, sites and antiques and keeping them from being destroyed, stolen and
smuggled.

In addition, all the people and all the peers in the archaeological field of historical relics will learn about the
detailed culture of Tang Tricolor. If you want to know and study Tang Tricolor, Luoyang and Xi’ an are the best choices,
as they were the excavation sites of Tang Tricolor and the starting point of the Silk Road.

Tang Tricolor products refer to the potteries of horses, camels, various terra—cotta figures and household utensils
with rich and colorful cultures, They not only reflected the skilled sculpting, painting, and ceramic handicrafts of that time,
but also revealed the contemporary customs, the social prosperity and the grand occasions of the cultural exchanges
and trades between the east and the west. In short, they were epitomes of the flourishing Tang Dynasty as well as the
booming Luoyang in the Tang Dynasty. In view of this, | believe the publication of Collected Works on Tang Tricolor
Unearthed in Luoyang, China is sure to be popular with the sculpture circle, the art circle, the ceramic circle, collectors
and appreciators, and it will be valued by the experts and scholars studying the history and the Silk Road of the Tang
Dynasty.

Through the publication of the large picture collection, | hope the workers of historical relics can achieve more
archaeological fruits in scientific research and contribute more to the society and the masses, and the sooner the better.
This is our responsibility and glorious mission. We should undertake the duty unshakably to fulfill it. And at the same time,
I also'hope the archaeological workers in Luoyang can make more efforts to improve their own professional skills, scien—
tific research standard and working abilities, so that they can meet the challenges of the times to take new opportunities
with the thought of scientific development, shape and publicize the brand—new image of Luoyang, and carry forward its

extensive and profound ancient cultures.

written by Guo Yingiang

Wenbo Mansions in Luoyang on November 8, 2006
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INTRODUCTION

Tang Tricolor products were firstly discovered in Luoyang. A number of tombs of the Tang Dynasty were excavated
under the construction of the Lianyungang-Lanzhou Railway, at the foot of the Mangshan Mountain in the North of
Luoyang, in the late twenties of the last century. A large quantity of funeral objects including Tang Tricolor products were
excavated. From then on, Tang Tricolor products which had been buried for more than 1000 years, could see light once
more. The undocumented multi—colored pottery, discovered in the ancient city of Luoyang, was named Tang Tricolor.
The astonishing discovery caused a sensation throughout the country, startled the archaeological circle, the antique
circle and the collection circle in the world. The people in the worldwide art circle rushed into Beijing and Luoyang to
search for and purchase these gems even at a high price. The ancient capital which had been forgotten for a long time
recalled all the people’s great attention and became famous for the beauty and richness of the historical relics. The
discovery of Tomb of Jincun established the position of Luoyang in the archaeological circle, the antique circle and the
collection circle.

Luoyang is not only the first place whe’re Tang Tricolor products were discovered, but also the birthplace of Tang
Tricolor. On one hand, it was unimaginable to carry so many and various Tang Tricolor products from other places as
they're fragile. Therefore, they were mainly made of local resources and sold in local areas.Of course, some of them may
be made in Xi’ an, another center of Tang Tricolor. On the other hand, after the establishment of the Tang Dynasty, the

stable politics, the developed economy and the flourishing trade in Luoyang provided a guarantee and a market for
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Tang Tricolor products. Moreover, the pottery handicraft in Luoyang had a long history and delicate techniques. As

far as porcelain was concerned, the blue ones could be produced well 2000 years earlier than Tang Tricolor products in
Luoyang .And the iow—fired glazed pottery appeared as early as in the Han Dynasty, based on the abundant raw mate—
rials in Luoyang. All of these conditions showed that Tang Tricolor products could be made in Luoyang. Furthermore, the
kiln sites were found in Gongyi County, Luoyang (today’sHuangye Village in Gongyi). The variety and roughcast of the
Tri—colored pottery in this place belong to the same category as that in Luoyang. Therefore, Tang Tricolor products were
made in Gongyi County, Luoyang. We are sure there must be other Tang Tricolor sites around Luoyang, although we
haven’t found them up to now, because Tang Tricolor products made here could not meet the demands in Luoyang.
Besides, Luoyang as well as Xi’ an was the center of producing Tang Tricolor products. As the birthplace of Tang
Tricolor, they must have showed up in the same period. Tang Tricolor products were discovered not only in Luoyang and
Xi’ an, but also unearthed in other areas, such as the South, the North, the Northwest, the Southwest and the Northeast
of China. Tang Tricolor products found in these areas have their own distinctive features with different styles from those
found in Luoyang and Xi’an. Thus,it’s undoubted that Tang Tricolor products found in these areas were also made of the
local raw materials, based on the local techniques. It is obvious that their production techniques inevitably be influenced
by those from Luoyang and Xi’ an, the earliest and productive places for Tang Tricolor products.

Tang Tricolor products are a kind of low—fired lead glazed pottery, mainly made up of three colors. They are mostly
yellow, green, white color, or yellow, green, reddish brown color, in addition to dark green, light green, emerald green,
blue, brown color, etc. Therefore, Tang Tricolor is the general name of multi—colored glazed pottery. The multi—colored
glaze depends on the ingredients of various metal oxides in the colorant agent. For example, the iron oxide occupies
4.30 percent in the brown glaze, 0.20 percent in the green glaze, 1.50 percent in the yellow glaze, and about 1.00 percent
in the blue glaze. While the copper oxide occupies 0.31 percent in the brown glaze, 0.2 percent in the green glaze, and
0.30 percent in the blue glaze. In addition, the results of chemical examinations show that the proportions of colorant
agent to other chemical elements are different in the same glaze due to the different needs for dark or light color in the
process of prescription. For instance, the blue glazed wares, unearthed in Gongyi, contain 1.03 percent of the cobalt
oxide, while 1.09 percent of cobalt oxide in those from Luoyang mining factories. The color can vary from yellow, orange
to brown with different amounts of iron, and from blue to green with amounts of copper, that is, Tang Tricolor craftsmen

could make use of different proportions of the colorant agents to obtain more colors, and developed Tang Tricolor into a
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colorful and brilliant work of art. It's a miracle that such complicated prescription techniques were applied skillfully a

thousand years ago, which were the brilliant achievements of the ancient Chinese people through a long period of
practice in the process of prescription.

Tang Tricolor products belong to the glazed pottery, but a little different from that of the Tang Dynasty. As a mixture of
porcelain and pottery, Tang Tricolor is multi-colored while the glazed pottery is primarily mono~-colored; Tang Tricolor is
delicate with high density, even glaze and panned raw materials, while the glazed pottery is rough with obvious gas holes
and in poor quality. On the other hand, they also have something in common. Both of them contain poisonous lead glaze
and gas holes with better absorbent function, made at a low-fired temperature. Yet Tang Tricolor is different from porce—
lain that is of higher density and nonabsorbent quality. The former, fired at the lower temperature, around 800°C, looks
more transparent and sounds clearer than the latter, fired at the temperature of 1300°C. In addition, Tang Tricolor is
always in various glaze and shape, whereas porcelain is in mono-colored glaze and dull shape.

As a new member of porcelain and pottery, Tang Tricolor can date back to the green, yellow glaze in the Han Dynasty.
It underwent the transition of the painting glazed pottery, which is painted with colored powder and fired to be solid. The
Tri—colored glazed wares may be derived from the double painted wares of the North Dynasty. Double painted wares
were mostly from the tombs of the Northern Qi Dynasty, such as two jars in yellow glaze with green color from Tomb of Li
Yun, the ware in white glaze with green color and in light yellow glaze with yellow and green color unearthed from Tomb
of Fan Sui, etc. So Tang Tricolor probably originated from the double painted wares.

As to the exact time for the existence of Tang Tricolor, no documents but the archaeological materials can be consulted.
At present, it has been confirmed that the earliest Tang Tri—colored ware is a damaged cover in three colors, found in
Tomb of Zheng Rentai in the first year of Linde Period (in 664). A duplex tray and a couch are the earlier complete tri—
colored wares, made in the second year of Shangyuan Period (in 675). They were discovered in Tomb of Li Feng together
with over ten broken tri—colored pieces, perfect compared with the later wares. As Linde and Shangyuan were both the
reign title of Emperor Gaozhong of the Tang Dynasty, Tang Tricolor obviously emerged in the early Tang Dynasty, which
went through prosperity and decline. The flourishing Tang Dynasty lasted from the reign of Emperess Wu Zetian to
Kaiyuan Period of Emperor Xuanzhong, descending in Tianbao Period of the mid—Tang Dynasty. In the early Tang Dynasty,
the tri—colored wares were primarily in reddish, brown and reddish yellow glaze, sometimes in white or green glaze. The

thick glaze, dipped roughly on the shoulder of a ware, looks like tears of a burning candle, with uneven layer for failure in

1D



tfiring and in dark color. The variety and the quantity of Tang Tricolor products were so small that they were not commono

be buried as funeral objects, only found in official and noble tombs. While in the flourishing Tang Dynasty, they were
in full colors.The addition of blue and black glazes made them look more magnificent. And the painting method, changing
from the dipping skill to the mixing skill, created a natural lustrous color. Besides the vessel and mould wares of the early
time, the tri—colored figures sprang up like the bamboo shoots after a spring rain. With the increasing number and variety,
they couldn’t be matched by any contemporary handicrafts. In terms of the household utensils, it can be divided into three
categories. They are respectively the vessels including copper cup , pots, bottles, kettles, wine goblets; the diet appli-
ances including bowls, sets, cups, basins, handleless cup; the bedroom and study apparatuses including powder boxes,
ink stones, the spittoon, rinsing tray, the incense burners, lights, pillows; the model implements such as the courtyard ,
building , storehouse , rockery , pool , toilet , chest kitchen , joint of bones , mill , cooking stove,etc. besides the early
couch; and even the toy wares, like whistle, puppy, small lion, etc. The most attraction lies in the figures of this period.
They were of unprecedented variety in shape, vast in number and vivid in image. Human figures range from officials,
armored warriors, heavenly kings, the non — Han nationalities Living in north and west in ancient times, male servants,
maids, noble ladies, musicians and dancers, figures leading a horse or a camel, figures riding for ceremony or hunting,
etc. Whereas animal figures cover horses, camels, donkeys, monkeys, tigers, dogs, pigs, sheep, rabbits, chickens,
ducks, gooses, etc. And the decorations on the wares found full expression in humans,animals, flowers and vines, such
as the riding and hunting, golden cock standing on one leg, and the decorative inscription pattern on the eagle-headed
kettle; the soaring wild goose, the mandarin duck stepping on the lotus, the four—petal flower shaped in geometry, looking
back at the prancing lion as well as alluring magnolia, peonies in the trays, pillows and pots. All of them appeal to attention
to appreciate. It was very prevalent to take tri-colored wares as funerary objects in this period, ranging from the mass to
noble families. So Tang Tricolor entered the most flourishing stage. However, it began to decline from Tianbao Period of
Emperor Xuanzhong, because An Shi Rebellion spoiled the stable politics and business, destroyed the developed agri—
culture and handicraft, made the commercial trade standstill, and common people had no money to buy these wares.
Lack of political setting, commercial market, and purchasing power, Tang Tricolor automatically went downhill and even
came to extinction. The figures among Tang Tricolor products disappeared in this declining period. The only existing
household utensils are in small size and mono-colored glaze. The rash painting cause the glaze to peel away. Moreover,

Tang Tricolor products of this period were never discovered in Luoyang. Although unearthed occasionally in other areas,
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they were simply like an arrow at the end of its flight.

There are various reasons for Tang Tricolor created in the Tang Dynasty. But most of all, the Tang Dynasty is the
peak period of politics, economy and cultures in feudalist society. So Tang Tricolor is the inevitable outcome of
the high development of politics, economy,cultures as well as ceramics handicraft. They indicate the ancient Chinese
craftsmen had a new understanding of the nature of various raw metal materials, and could apply the chemistry technol—
ogy skillfully. And they are just the direct continuation of colored ceramics of the Northern Qi Dynasty. Whereas the tri—
colored figures developed on the basis of nothing more than traditional pottery sculpturing techniques and the glaze
painting skills applied in the tri-colored household utensils.

Business and trade along with the tendency of lavish funerals provided a broad market for Tang Tricolor products.
Since the Shang Dynasty, Luoyang has been called “Thorough fare”. However, in the Sui and Tang dynasties, Luoyang
actually served as the traffic center and the collecting and distributing center of commerce and international trade city. In
the Sui Dynasty , there were three markets in Luoyang, named Fengdu market in the east, Datong market in the South,
and Tongyuan market in the North of the city. Tongyuan could accommodate thousands of boats. Fengdu is the main
place for trading with the non—Han nationalities living in north and west in ancient times. In the Tang Dynasty, there were
also three markets in Luoyang, named North market, South market and West market, where Tang Tricolor products
became a necessity in trading. So Tang Tricolor products made in Luoyang can be unearthed all over the country. As
another starting point of the Silk Road, Luoyang was closely connected with the Silk Road by sea. With the developed
overseas trade in the Tang Dynasty, Chinese silk and porcelain were carried in bulk to overseas countries by the Silk
Road, with no exception of Tang Tricolor products. The unearthed Tang Tricolor products serve as the best certification
in many countries of the world, such as Russia, Irag, Iran, Syria, Jordan, Egypt, Sudan, Italy, Korea and Japan, etc. Both
the International and domestic commercial demand undoubtedly enhanced the development of the Tang Tricolor handicraft.
Moreover, the tendency of lavish funerals provided broad markets and stimulated great demand for Tang Tricolor products.
As a work of art, Tang Tricolor products were influenced by ancient inscription, clay sculpturing and painting, and be—
came the treasure in the field of art.

Tang Tricolor is a mixture of painting and sculpturing, which has reached a gratifying achievement in household
utensils. Pots, tower—shaped pots and the like are magnificent and elegant; cups and lamps are odd and peculiar, full of

natural sentiment and momentum. As for the vases and vessels used by the non — Han nationalities living in north and
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