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{VOCAL MUSIC ART)Preface

Mr. Jin Mingchun is a student of Dr. Zhang Quan and mygood
friend despite the great difference in age. Arranged by this president of
Hunan Association for Vocal Music Research, I came back to my home-
town where I had left for about sixty years and my dreams to go to
Changsha and Xiangtan had been realized. During this time I also had
the pleasure to read the manuscripts of his book “Vocal Music Art”
which cost him ten years to accomplish.

His book taking the feelings of singing as its soul, absorbed the
quintessence of various schools of vocal music in ancient or in modem
times, in China or in other coulntries, had a thorough and profound
grasp of the basic theories, principles and methods of psychology, physi-
ology, phonology, acoustics and aesthetics. In this book, he also made an
effective and new exploration of national and traditional singing meth-
ods, Bel Can To traditional singing methods and popular singing meth-
ods, which has a directive function in performing, teaching and re-
searching.

Like Mr. Jin himself, through the book,we can see clearly that he
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is warm — hearted, straight — torward , being strict with his students and
always serving as an example for them. In spite of his administrative
work he still made a hard study on his professional work, lostig himself
in seeking for the truth of art. Whether in vocal music of singing or in
teaching of it he had made great achievements. He is a promising young
man who is to shoulder heavy responsibilities and has a bright future. -

Of course, at present there are many schools of music in our coun-
try, yet the theories are not systematic, or tithout enough research. There
are still some aspects that are not regular, not completely scientific or
not unitary , which makes it troublesome write books or makes people
have different opinions, No doubt, the publication of this book will make
poeple inquire into the field again.

China is a large country, with fifty — six nations and a population
of over 1,000,000,000 people, From the time of Shiuan(a kind of an-
cient musical instrument) of Banpo Culture on, it has a musical history
of six thousand years. In addition, the introduction of uestern music to
our country for hundreds of years creat an environment for us to make
the past serve the present, and foreign things serve China and to weed
through the old to bring forth the nwe. Looking at the thick manuscripts
and thinking of the respectable young man, I believe that Chinese na-
tional vocal music school is wure to be established by these young peo-
ple and will play a more important role in the field of music.

By* Huang Youkui
On September 8th, 1988

—translated By*
Jin Xing
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