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The Definition and Roles of Large City Clusters in China;
And on the Development of Yangtze River Delta City Cluster

NING Yuemin

(The Center for Modern Chinese City Studies, East China Normal University, Shanghai
200062, China)

Abstract The large city clusters are the main form of spatial organization of urbanization,
and they have become the powerful engine of national economic development. Since reform
and opening up,China has re-integrated into the world economic system, and both industri-
alization and urbanization have accelerated the enlargement of scale of large city clusters
and upgraded their function level. This paper uses the metropolitan area as the basic unit
to define the concept of large city clusters in China,and analyzes their spatial distribution
and development trend. Then the paper focus on Yangtze River Delta City Cluster, and
discusses its roles of integrating regional economic to global production network, strength-
ening the regional cooperation, speeding up the process of urbanization.

Keywords large city clusters; regional development; Yangtze River Delta City Cluster
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