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P REFATCE

Postal service and traditional opera, as cultural elements, form distinct parts of the rich and glorious

civilizational legacy preserved by China. Both has served as brillient illuminators shedding their light
along the long course of the history of China’s and the world’s civilization, bearing elloquent witness to
the cultural sublimity of the centuries — old Oriental nation, sublimity of which she is proud.

The birth of traditional Chinese opera, if such Tang (618 —907) performing arts as Ge — Wu xi
(Song and Dance play) and Can —jun xi( “Offcer” satirical play) are to be included, dates back from
more than 10 centuries ago. Beijing opera in particular, a synthesized performing art incorporating music
(vocal and instrumental), dance and other performing artistic forms, emrged during the mid — Qing pe-
riod (18th century) as a result of a long course of development which had included such forms as the
Song (950 —1279) Za - Ju (miscellaneous plays) and Ming (1368 — 1644) and Qing(1644 —1911)
Chuan - Qi(poetical drama). As the embodiment of the essence of an ages — old tradition of the Chinese
performing art, Beijing opera, so to speak, is now an integral part of the Chinese national spirit and
concurrently a beautiful emblem of the Chinese civilization. Since more than 2 centuries ago, almost
everyone in the country, man or woman, old or young, noble or humble, has occasionally been humming
a Beijing opera melody. It was no surprise that a widely traveled Western scholar compared the opera to
the bullfight of Spain and samba of Brazil as the cultural symnbol of a nation.

China ranks among the earliest founders of public postal service, Her postal service, dating from the
Xia — Shang period (about 21st — 11th century B. C. ), has been one of the most extensive and most ef-
ficient postal systems known in the world. The dynasties that had reigned successively until the early 20th
century, regarding the public postal system as “arteries of the empire”, used it to promulgate imperial
edicts, to transmit military information, to maintain inter — regional communication and to carry on ma-
terial interflow. Thus the system made significant contribution to the imperial unity, the peaceful co —
existence of different ethnic groups, ecopomic prosperity and the empire’s inter — exchanges with foreign
countries.

Having, through the ages, maintained close ties with the life and destiny of millions upon millions of
people, the postal system brought about and nurtured a distinct cultural legacy, The service’s history
reflects the rise and fall of the ruling dynasties, the troubles and wars, the destiny of generations of
powerful figures. Letters carried by the postal service told the stories of social encounters, in which there
were anxiety and expectations, joy and sorrow, cheers and lamentation. Some letters exchanged between
men of letters, merchants and the common people became literary works. Thus we read among the an-
cient letters such poetic lines as

Having received a letter from home in a dream,

I was astonished when I really got one.

Just one line in the letter,

But it carries ten thousand streams of ‘tear.
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“It asks, Did the clothes I sent last time reach you

When winter must have already reached you?”

During the war, a letter from home is worthful.

Were there no constant correspondence between us,

Your long absence would be as bad as your death.’

Not until I was reminded by the present book did I became fully aware of the high incidence of
correspondences via the postal service in the plot of Beijing operatic compositions. It is another evidence
showing that letters serve as key links in the lives and careers of many and the key factors in the changes
and developments. Thus we have every reason to affirm that Beijing operatic compositions join to provide
a historical account of the postal service.

Not until the current times have there been ardent lovers of the Chinese civilization who discovered
the ties binding the traditional opera and the postal service, the beautiful twin sisters in it. Editors of The
Postal Service Weekly, published by the Beijing Administrative Bureau of Post Offices, dedicated a
special column under the title of Postal Service in Traditional OPera, the contributers to which includeed
scholers specializing in the traditional opera and the fine arts. They searched among the dramatized
stories to find cases of correspondence via the ancient postal service, thus they successfully prsented to
the readers a wonderful harmony of the messengers’ footsteps and the operatic melodies. Such an origi-
nally conceived scheme offered extensive information on both the Beijing opera and the history of the
postal service by associating the operatic art with the role played by the postal service, the role of the
postal service with history in general, and history in general with artistic appreciation.

The present book, entitled Rambles on the Postal Service as Described*in Traditional Opera, is a
collection of essays reviewing 160 operatic pieces that bring on to the stage stories involving the postal
service, essays that appeared in that column in the course of 8 years. As a member of the staff of the post
office, I feel it a privilege to recommend to the readers this informative and interesting work which, I
believed, will help to make their leisure time more healthy and more pleasant.

Beijing postal service, as the successor of the traditional postal service, is a brand new system that
is expanding and modernizing at an unprecedented rate. It is China’s biggest pivotal office, biggest in-
ternational exchange and biggest distribution center for newspapers and periodicals, handling billions of
mails everyday. serving billions of people and helping the advance of the civilization.

On the eve of the new century, let me convey my best wishes for the more glorious properity of both

Beijing opera and China’s postal service as significant elements of her civilization.

Ry
Written by Cai Wen - bo

L L T T I L I T T T e

3



----------------------------------------------------

DHNEEESH Gihip) , ETHFA, BB, 8 FREREE, EMTR, FEM, ELM
%R EE AR RIB RSB o

40 R, PEKMPARRE A TEREARE, REBIDFZEF—MSFRM AL, FEEEER
ER R4 ERLUTAREE— R " PEXRBER " NRT REKREZF ARKEKE.2HB.FE5W,
ShEER FHRET —EAD SN AZRBUSEERR AIEEHR, ARRMEIIHREENAK
2T BEEIE, NRSEMREHNAF T, KXRBHARAZHEROEEEN &, FIRKEE K
s, BAEERBLZESETETLRANSSHL ST, FUEIMBELOLERD, 2FEBUE I8
T HBEIRSE 4 IR, MUEFEARSEH RN, ORE2BERKERN, WETBHNMERBS N
WEEY, FRRLME—R HET—BUETERAR) BEHAR FERR, YNEBRNELTE. 2
BEEN: ‘“HRERRR, AELLERT, FSREAM? " HIRRBIE: "IRITERE, HBRNS
BB KRS B HIESHRE. SEMARUEF,

EHISRD T HBRA REEEARTES , RER M ARM . 4R B BMINLUSHE K, A
FEBER , AELACHNMBRNLERRE . S LB ¥/ " FI K AFEEE—RE
BOEBER ERXE—HNEEN. . AR ARERNBEL R, #AN , TEHBRHEI, 8™
B MAEE4ADES. PERANENHE BLH/LLTEN. 2 %H . EZ27H. SXFF . IAF
R, e ETRESHTFESERE, ARMIFMEE—LOENBHE, BRHBARERT. HAX
K BREVYRBORT BT HBARELE

B =E ELEH. st i, BT EK PR LRICRE FhRE M AEP T 5N KX
M REF REXERE EIHR  EEEERMAT . ERRIERMFRIEREASITSE,
HET(UAAE) (Z%28) (AFNEFA)EXRNERUMFTRBHRARL. FRIXBERRBEXH
B BXIEIHE, —FHE 12E, @,y TRAEE WSOUE EBT 2ENRK K MK 7
R, MEH®T4F MEOANOERERET BRAME,

1975 & 4N EFHER EERRXDBRFELE. FENERAABESE. FST(ZKREH
E) (8ER4) (AHMSE—HMALEMAKRK HP ( ZR)—RSEELFHHRE, LEZE. R
—i, 2EATEILERANEXARTKRRESS, RREAMAL, BELHHHE, BT RER
BT F BRI FTRIES,

1988 &£, FEFRAFKLE, HXREM (FAFC) WEABX, &P BEMTERFFAHE
1W0EAE AItREYRASARSE ZMAAKSHE ARERALESHBRA—FZA, FEX
WML T T o

FE(R TR o, SR BB EMBAREIRIE T 160 W, A EER, MEEE, XRBREE
ELFERN AR ERNNEBRMAHRER. AP R, £ wFEZOE, 2—MEARE . B
M AR RE S RO EIBEER, ERBARZR IEL, ZAF-

-----------------------------------------------------------



BANRZETRE, BEREBE-—SKAXNATIEE T WWEN), RFERFE . B 7 %M,
ARNEARGEE,. HAEUHN BERALLAYNSE GFB), EEZREHUHTENNTBMIRE, £
AMSmER ANBRTHRZ(UBRE) BTIRNEAZE RBI MR TOT Ath &L EX
W, MEEMSELER. EFE ERESSE, WPHEBHMAEZEHRA, CRANERLE—HT
T UNFZENRABR HEZAHFER  FRKENAKEE . BRELAHAN, EERONEAS, BAX
K.EREREBFETZSTEERMEFMER, FRESLAO/NE LI HEFRMRd "1BX", BIHH
ENBIMBFEA  N=2, BT 2CRBHOEE,SIATE. HRKET(EBRG)IN  EHE—F(EBER
BER), HAMEIERMER. FHERITHA—F, KERERPAR., FECHNSELFE "RAK
T HAW LY BE(RD)ARRRTBA T #EFER, EDRIREBIRE BiL/5th FUHE , FERMEE
REENR " BVERFBEFAE ME—ENAR"ESEH" . ERXREP R FLOAERZ K" . REE
WS B FIBE T o

RIEREBX MR 1956 F , ABARZINE, ANAUNBEARNUERIR . EZ27E. g
T RBIERTURR . HMTIRESEREN BT EEUB SE" RBHAES, BHIER
NETRIRT VR EQEER—B, RBEAELS, - REL O XAERTET EEHEETHBRE L2
SEHHER AP T,

BTILEAERM, 1959 F , EXZRZMNNERT  BRET PEXRSE FIR RHREHE, TRH
WRBHEBTENKML. EEERLIEUBFRIERAA SRR ERBEAYSE, ERELTE
TRB . IERBEEATILHFRAYEK, ERATRESESENARFELRESTE. ATk BT %
M. FW, BARBAN. RERBMTZSNBERT, HEUREREEL, " EEBEARBEEMERT
fFe BARBERBEARMWURXE , MARFENER . AREMRM BRENXF, INREBHA
HEo

1992 &, 2 (MEIEMEKR) EHTKNEE, REELRTREFNINY . EHRESEE, iR
HRER T EFEANEE, 2 GLhds) SRR . ERER. RWE . AB8XRUHREXH  BER
RERZ %, BHEER M THMBE EH—E=a, BERIMRANG . &XK, MEFESHEHA
HHE T T ARG, AHRPEARKME MK, KITHAEXLHEMHLSHE O NEKML S H
FIAHRBMERFAMN BEZFERZIRN MNNEKNERE ERAIRBED R Mg XN XEE T
TR REHZ WM P HRRENNCE, EREFEEUTITOREIBIB L IEH X H R
B ER EE. EE AR . BNFE N RE,ERTFAERNENL, 2B IEH . AT %, @
EEE—RBE BRBERRIT T,

HEMHFRZAK, BEERBIMNRHAREEELSNEAAMIRETHTESE, TRAM (BT
F)ER, BEER(ERRE). (BB GhbABE)UR(ARTH) (FEFTEP) (FRTH) (NET
BIMBREDSEHERBRT  HAOBEERERTRE P TEEERE XK TNELECE
25 NREIERGFRE IEER, EBENBEY , ATIERSE R EHE. FRRR LR RE. HR
ERFEF, tMAEABHRXARNFERE, AN —HANE . AXBFLTHBENKRE

EEELEP REREBHESERE —LEERE SHRTERMIFX -8, EFOR T A2

-----------------------------------------------------------

]



AR ERNPRRFEHAEETE L. RLEN TFRNEOSEXRLBNF  FLERFEFHEK.E
HELOFERICTEFT, hRARBUEBRRENE B, TETRFBRBEARTBDT , BREABERT , T
BOAEHRAN HRARE, BERRER  ENERITRIEQHANE B GEH. THE-LEREZF,
RATRENERENR, EARBBHRENBESR. PL, ENEESRBILMRE, ENE AR, #F1LEE EH
WTREPHRE, FUENREEZREHFNE, A\TBEEE. EROKRE, AEREETTNEENE
REERBEBRPHARINIEA, (RTINS HEIR CREANRARB#H —FFINBENLRE . E
REREH . BRAAFANAL, QIZEFEEXNER, AINCGARE—ERR BRI REZARELHAH S &
TR

B (B BUER) REEXR XL LME O IHMENRENOTBRE N £GP S8t &ifE
BELAXBEE,; NEEEAERBBXRE, EEPRELE,; BRAMBX L. IBNBHEBNAE
o

ENEPREERX S50 AF, RBRNFANEEERER EXRZ I FREBHELEHZE, B

#iR

1999 43 A 10 H Fdt =

-----------------------------------------------------------



©o @ ~ ] (3] W N -

N N N N N = o @ w @ o e = @b @b ok e
A W N = O © ®© N O O H» W N = O

i3

Al

T

EEBF

Rk E
BEs
B
REE

NEHE
RER
KA
PR

WA
RES
FHE

TR TBEE
BU5R FH

TEAE

HRAE

EL0) %N
XSS

BIRTH
FTEHR
e

BT
3R

RN
BRI
WEE
HHEE
SEEE
WX H
WEERT
HHEE
BEZE
wEEE
hes
BETHP
BETH
HES
B
=SAm
RR0O
RAE
B
BT
EAE
HE#
EEL
EEW
LR
BEH
ESEES

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52

-----------------------------------------------------------




53 LR IR A 81
54 PRIt BHMERE 82
55 BT KB 83
56 =LA BT 84
57 BAF q%HR 85
58 RiRhE FEAE 86
59 BRHR, BIERSH 87
60 REEFT R 88
61 EER R 89
62 ENE FEAEIC 90
63 HIFFIC iR 91
64 LEES NEHTE 92
65 LWL TIE&E=% 93
66 e &% ENTE S 94
67 =XJE RFEH 95
68 MRE as 96
69 EFBUEES =F5 97
70 AR*% FTAEHK 98
7 RENE e 99
72 AL TR 100
73 #IT% skt 101
74 EIRT BEEM 102
75 HERUE BRI 103
76 R BHEM 104
77 E5EFn HER 105
78 L [ AT+ FTARHAE 106
79 WL ) 107
80 pN=[E] FRHE 108

-----------------------------------------------------------



109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135

...........................................................

51815 e
[FpanE=s
B> I8
FFHE MK
MRS
KFHER
4 RN
XETH
=4
SRR
KRB
RRK
& BEHR
=M
REERE
HRTH
T RE A

F b
4R
R =
D8I
XEFEER
BI=
E2y %73
RN
SRENHK
EISF

WA
P+
AR
LR
CEE
EES
e
Bt
EGES
EBRF
Rk

S
REM
BRRE
HEG
EIE
SKRPETH
e
NG

BE 2

136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160

161




----------------------------------------------------

BEGTRALHKL 3’*‘%&%1?5

8B HA X FILEE
EEEAXALBERE
RE, ERMENEH, B
HEKENREBUE
T 15 % t % B 3 48 B 18
B, BHLONEER
I, LRBARNES
HEMEETH. XHIR
ARG B e eARE"
BB REANE KRHSHEL, "RE" AT R2OREE. BAREL
HREZEAERN—MNIER EFLLEIEEMER. SX.RNEK
S B, BB — B AR K A 3 ST AL TR LAY B B
HE(EH) (R R ARKER) BBS T BIRE HME, kT
KT, BATH, RELCEUERBH, WEAM, BFRE, MRLM
ERE, MERABSATRBE T . hkER. MERAAERAZ
i OERA KER, AREERERRRYT FRLY, #FER. B
R AFET, MEMLAETER, AFORERNAREET. B
RAEANR MIBEEN ERETBR BT . BYUBRAANR. 24,
REZ. SERFLELUE . FH—N, ko, REIET—E (B
) , & (BEB) , WYE, DEAE, NELERS5LETR, WAl
SRAANR, MERH, AEHHARERE, FEFLERE, REX
HABZR, MERERE, SRMERE, ATAEACEST, &
B, REABKENE, EHAKRE. BESELAEME BRE 1
EHWK IR
B E L, BUAME, NETE, 5285, I EBRY RRKT
HA, T RBEILTFARNAT, BHNBERORHLIL, BEAER
REA, FUEFHLUT. BANSE MY, RAREE, BARRT,
BEANRERBE@ECER 114,12 ,3 257 &,
B BUIARERE T EaRKCHRRARS  KBAY, Th
RRTFRPADAEEE. ERETEOANKBTaAANRETHRNNG

B XERBRREEBESIRNCEHALATRIARLNF ATER

A, BEUWERKEN.

-------------------------------------------------

..........



Z4%
Il Aw
ﬁ ggﬂ = ENNE EEFB. BEXZ0E

HEHEE, AEEERESAE
BAEENETH ARBRo B
(BES) PREXMMOET : BB
AREATRIEEETH, B
S, BRETE. 2205
TS

uE BETTETAEDSBERE EHARERNEE G IFER
TR — I BT IR T 1 B EE B B B TR R AR
I ETAAK—RETES REBARITA NEABRIFE2 BRFFR I
BHEHE N BES

KEANEEIES. VIR, AEABEELHA, XEA—H HATFR
sgE, AFREBEABEESN, BEAALEBEFRBRE, EARLR
SR HERE,

SETEN OB GEENESE ERER BERETA, BEXHE,
D BAE . —RAERAKE FRER, S ERRERBEES. E
TR B THERE 8 E5E M

mme GRESERE FIHREEREERMAEE, B (ELH
) R CEEIBREE, ERRT AIEARE EABSHBENE, F
O EMMEEAZPHELT SAGEBRBE, kL TNk, B

fﬁ.%‘—ﬁ%ﬁi‘z.’E—i%&ﬁﬁ.ﬁéﬁﬁé.%Dﬁﬁi‘z.i'l‘%ﬁﬁlﬂ%,SQ‘E:Eiﬁ:’?i’&fj
HHEBEh, " BELIABLEA (BEL) =S SHBIBTEMN, ANES
B/NETK.

HE(EAL)BVHE GER - RE, BRR T ——RE&E, RESEEEX,
BF%H, BRAM EIOE R .EHERE L, I HARE AT &
BEE ERZANTE HEBE ARBRBANTHN MM EHER
Me)SRN HE BT, HB BE=HIT ERUER N E EERLRE T
O MEBRTNE, BRZE MBATAR. BEFANLAETEE, IRAR
e B NEHEE AR ORA T B RE L SR (BERR). BIFTE. RS
HET, BVERER RS EHEE, TRAGEE, BRHEAL, BEF
B —HEM.

EDED EEASEERLR. DERGEET . EOUHER FEBHF
i, 50 4, EEEBNE, AWET . IOEHEE, RWAGIFE . HREBHE
. BYRE NRFE.EUKEALELN BRFL,

-----------------------------------------------------------



RPAEHSERTP,
ARERARRBZEHIX
FEH ANARESH
RABBRNEE.BHE
ZFREENRAIBRB
fEAEE,5SIALS R
BERBEREEETEN
B PEREBREM, A
FTREALZREEVEAM~EERNER . ZA(KBZH)ERMT—H
RESBTHETERBATHERSE,

AN fLE AR (FEIRFETEN, AXTRGHELIBEEREA
TABARRBELEE " FERSRES EERERADE Bl R
REBE DEAREFR AIMEFLEE RITELER ARER
BREROQEECHNAEZR BREASR, MEESAALEFRAUBEZIA
HER UK BE ZFRERRNEHAAR o BT ETEREBRH, F
BHE MEAXTRE NP ABRARATEROR KA RERA M
AT HERAE REREFRERE,

HBREEBRAFALAZEEOARXFRZEFE N GHANERERAARSE
BEERERS ARAREFEINE.20 . ARNETAR EEERRK,
REANAT FRLOBERLAIFREATR . A FLBR. S5 . &
ZThEaUREN AZFERE FS5TIET . BRE RFN . BEZRRTE
A XATE . MBFLRERTFRFTEEAFEBEEFZTRER
Z2HELRROFE . HBFFHITRERFER TABRERZIT.R
BEAEDE #EEEBAME ARAR . CA-MITR, ULFBMAK
REERINRD RRAEEIMBERTHAEN.

(HZH)R—HAELEBREATNNR . ERL—HEB WEHAER
RBEARMMER M AME L, BALRDE BMEBRBRBENNSERE,
BERAE SRECEXRE-MERBROA ARER ,BTRH, BRT X
SZMBEXEUMNBBZAUBN " F NNRERNER . E—RF
1" MERNARDRRHFR . SHME, HRERIUNKHEFE &
82y AERAR—FHIETRAR K} BEEER,

-----------------------------------------

------------------



------------------

MBEERR. XBH
Bz, BARNT —HEHR
EENFEBRE—HE,
HEBEBSINANEE,
BRRELCARR! A
HREANARELNT
EERE, N AN
Ko RENRERE)PHEN
BREELETFEEREX
HERMOED .BRRTSEABRAXMEENLTRRHMNER.

WELEAENNEY, ATEOR. ARBEFIFRE. BCHRERE,
ECeFEER, ENANEROEMX, REOBENRABRLAEEA
Ho —AHS EFELARBRAELIERTRAZE. REBWHEENR,
FESHE BEFERE . BLERE.SREN . BAHAS SERERT
B RARTHRKE BEAK . BHREAEFSEBIEAETFEE,
HEEEERARBLBRARE WIXBITE AABHLLIRT.BC
HIRTEE, SMERICHLEH, AFERAERTIENEFRS
CEH. BAENERR. ORXBTRE HAETESRE DHEBR ANGR
FREERE BPBENNEREBT—B(EE SR (RiRINERERRHR
M, BESHEALE: "KEREVED BLYFLEREA BAKENER.
EXAH+4E, TRBETHE, FEI—KFRL, YFXHLE.BE
ZEULRGT —HBELEE BRAKFERE,

REBBERBEFS. BERIMEER: "SRZEEARE, BEX
ERL, "BESEX-NEEETHREE ROBNT THRR AERE
BEKH, FHEIREAR.RUET EERMLHEREREE. HEE
HRTEX, Bkki#t. RERIRY FREABTHE. TRERALAR
(E) BEFLE, ERABRKRE ZELIABUKE,

HEIREAL, TABEE(ERIGETH) BAERR(ZFC) &£
5 EAKES(REB)ARYREEARRY BRKEIHES JEXRY
THRE EABKRENRLE KGN ATHETE MEE. HERAK
BEZ—.50 BR ZNEREEL HKBH T NOBRBELTFRER
BB, SR IR A, BEBARS . S REHT, BRATHEET —
MEFRHD EETANZRETHEAE R,

-----------------------------------------



BERNIR BEXMBENFENS
HT HEBZHAd NERRNES
BE AEIHNANREE XTER
—HMELINTR.EEERABANF
B.ERB(ELE)T, EBE Tt
AERNEP BEFTHTXHEENS
=

R EBAFRATRAEEIN EBHFTL . IHABE AYEY
SHRFL E/HES LURB FRESENRER BINRIEZ 4. SH
REE ERB MR FH e AT EBERIEZ T REEEERSET
CERIE FHRAFESTRRS  EREFH ST R s RA BT ES
B 2ERBRI . EAAR KBNS EBENNERFER MRS 98T
BRMIEAR MF IR EBBRERE CERR AEARELESES,
MFRERZ BERILRE BEENR IRAEEHPER HEEE. IR
IR DRERE, R BB EBEN, DR IENY B BB AR
RIABRRRZ . FREBBRLAKSE.

EYERFARTHFEFEIESB (SR ESFFHLERE  RitH S
IR EEFE EEBARPIER KSR EBEM. ERLEE. FTRABESR
B ERRE —ERR ABBHREFER . DEA BERAL it BEER
ESBE . EM LR, L5 BB TR " i BB MRt AR R R,
CREFEF R HEEB

FEXE ELE . TIRZTEFINERE, BHAEMTED SR A8
TRARETBBRR AR ERBARK TRE AR I ER L B
AT Z+A" 2 h B RBEHERE BRERBELVUBEFTUH LB,
ESRER AONRETARMBCAS FLHERE XML, SERRNE
Bl SAZHEE BERE—ITAREBRIFENARE.

MRS LERE RBS(ERE - D TFIE) M BREXREBREFI S
BTRATZEARNERE LB E(RBREDRE) BESHIEH(+
Ei) o RBIIES BB MBRE KRS BY, —1t— 8. BBEOHRERK
REATHEZERSPUEHBEIRB A" /\ER A" X=BE"K
. BH—SRE AHTFRE . ELEZY ARALE, " RE DERR. S,
SERBKEN EKA0aMN(BARER)-SER, BEEH— T EE,#E
R.ETHERNINN.

HRARE AN SR E S 3’1\%4" ’%

-----------------------------------------------------------



