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Zheng Xinmiao

ABSTRACT:

The compilation of The Ming Court History Series as a large-scaled ac-
ademic project which is characterized by more extensive contents, more
orderly structure, higher academic starting-point, more competent re-
search staff and wider study scope is of the most important measure to
enhance the study of Ming court history, so it is the result of the multi-
collaborating efforts by the scholars from both sides of the Imperial Pal-
ace and two sides of the straits. With the original approaches and styles,
the writings revolve around the relevant incidents of the Imperial Palace,
and yield great innovative influential fruits afterwards. In addition, it is
the first time to make a comprehensive and systematic study of the Ming
court history from the perspective of the court history on the strength of
the rich collections from the museum and the on-site inspection results.
Moreover, the series works as one of the great academic achievements to
increase the social influence for the Imperial Palace, to expand coopera-
tive scope between the Imperial Palace and the related institutions in the
society, to establish and upgrade the tesearch of the Ming court history
which used to be relatively independent, to promote the study of social
cultural history and accelerate exchanges and collaborations of Sino-for-
eign studies in terms of court history. However, the study of Ming court
history is still in its infancy due to the limited research level, therefore, it
need improving in many ways such as the addition of the related decrees
and regulations of Nanjing, more sufficient adoption of foreign academ-
ic results, further study of the relationships among the contents on the
court history, etc. Honestly, the Palace Museum will make more efforts

to better it step by step.

KEY WORDS:
Ming dynasty; the court history; studies; series; academic project; influ-

ef1ce; measures
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On the Garrison Eunuchs of the Northern Border of Ming Dynasty
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Zhao Xianhai

ABSTRACT:

The Garrison Eunuch was first officially appointed in the northern bor-
der region soon after Emperor Zhu Di ascended the throne in Ming dy-
nasty. In early Ming dynasty the northern Garrison Eunuchs were in
charge of supervision upon the military forces and pacification of the mi-
norities in the areas while in the reigns from Emperor ZhengTong (IE4E)
to Emperor Jia Jing (F¥5) , the northern military towns were jointly
governed by Garrison Eunuch, Brigade General and Grand Coordina-
tor. The Garrison Eunuch served as the head of the three to deal with
the general affairs, taking over the administrative functions or powers
of Grand Coordinator who was in charge of criminal cases and civil af-
fairs and Brigade General who was in command of the troops respective-
ly, and finally forming the armed barracks under the Garrison Eunuch
(Tai Jian Ying). Therefore, in late Ming dynasty the military forces, fi-
nances and grains were all under the control of the Garrison Eunuchs,
which implicated that the eunuchs were becoming systematically bu-

reaucratists.

KEY WORDS:

Ming dynasty; northern border region; Garrison Eunuchs; supervision
upon the military forces; jointly governed by Garrison Eunuch, Brigade
General and Grand Coordinator; criminal cases and civil affairs; com-
mand troops; armed barracks under the Garrison Eunuch (Tai Jian

Ying); the military regiment (Bigo Bing)
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