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Preface

Kim Reseberry

Chinaold Cities Passed 1s the result of a journey that took
Zhu Yong and me to the old sectors of eight citis. We wandered
through narrow streets and back alleys, seeking a glimpse into the
transformation of urban areas that is occurring all around the country.
Many of the places we passed were in the process of being torn down
to make way for modern development. Those places, caught in the
transition between old and new, are where we focused our attention.

Walking through the ruins of old buildings was like walking
among ghosts. Half demoalished, the buildings stood stripped of their
insides, ceilings open to the sky, gaping holes where doors and windows

once were. They were the broken framework of past cities, with pieces



of individual lives scattered among the debris: a sign from a dumpling
shop that will never open again: a straw hat hung on a nail in a room
with no ceiling: two chairs side=hy=side. as if an old couple had just
been sitting there when the building crumbled around them. Each pile
of rubble. every empty room. every dead—end street, contained the
history and memories of lives interrupted. The people had already left,
but their presence remained.

As layers were peeled back, the buildings resembled doithouses,
with clear views into the rooms. From the modest to the grand, they
bared themselves to the streets. Details and facets of life usually hidden
revealed themselves as internal structures were exposed. Examining
different buildings, I imagined life as it may have existed within,
piecing together clues from what remained:posters; shoes: pieces
of furniture; notes written on walis. With their occupants departed,
and branded with the "Chai" symhol that heralded their impending
demolition, the structures balanced in purgatory, no longer belonging to
the past or to the future.

As the old buildings fall, new ones rise. Architecture can be
seen as a general reflection of the mind of society. Ultramodern
architecture, often designed by foreigners, is shaping China's city
skylines. Expensive "English manors"”, "Italian villas" and other
replicas of traditional western architecture are prolific in the suburbs.

The majority of new buildings are iterations of the same quasi-western



models used throughout the country, rarely even hinting at Chinesa
architectural stvles. The buildings are a visual indication of the extent
that the couniry is breaking with its past to reconstruct itself as a major
global competitor. Development is moving society towards progressive,
homogeneous western cities, resulting in the loss of the defining
characteristies of local culture.

The massive scale of China's demolition is having a large impact
on cultural memory and creating a shift in identity. Buildings, streets
and cities provide the framework within which we build our lives. These
places provide attachment points for memory. Memories, collected
over time, help develop identity, not only for the individual, but also
for the greater population. Old buildings and streets provide a tangible
history, acting as reminders of the past and its ways. They supply visual
cultural roots and a sense of place. With the loss of an old building or
street comes not only the loss of a physical piece of history, but also the
context for certain memories and identities.

The old cities represented in this book all possess unique
architecture,culture, and lifestyles found in the areas now being
dismantled. As these old cities and the generation of people that lived
within them disappear, the cultural memory associated with them will
also be lost. Once the old eities are buried beneath new cities, they
will be forgotten, and the identities of young generations will he formed

around a distinet, modem China.



As we passed roomless walls pasted with paper gods. a garden
with only a moon gate remaining, the grand foyer of a colonial home
{illed with debris and numerous other places under demolition, stillness
prevailed. It signiflied the end of the history, culture, and memory
that lay in fragments in the rubble. The old huildings and sireets
disappeared quickly: decades and ecenturies erased within davs. The

photographs in this book are a {inal glimpse of those cities passed.

10



CONTENTS

H %

Bl
i
Kt
[
AR :
)
EE

dE

R RN
R
H5R

BB o
TR W e
BRI %
35 5 B W B
SH MR

% b

AR ) m Al

Ay

W e

IR

HUIR

AR

(S



Jeat: ST

fEAC G A 0 B B AT R Al R LU W] B 44 T A Y
LLREA AR REEE, AMTRE T4 T, H2 X
WL e AT AL 1, a8 B, AT 1y 7 oA 71 T o
Foosffg - J0 L 48 Ay il i G |- R L L 1S 0 S AR
M J — % SR BRBE AR A KAl B RIS P IR SR
B U R R AR L T PR A A R A B, SN



B O (R AT IR /N e N s EL AT ¥ el P N
RN Ry R ST R A LR P 73
PUPH, 2 IR R A A A 20, AT D00 A B 250 B AR AR
PO RGBS, AR VT EAL | FHOURSAS, XU 7 BRIR T— IR A0 4
i 2R T L AR, B DAY MAERR
ZF, IR A AN AR A A A A
s RSB R TP U M B L Al AR SR QDR THPLS
BEJ1, R, &S e oz [ 4 et ——Xf iy, (HAER AL e
113 SEMBYARZER, TR g ih T, B i -
AN A BRI, TR AT PR AL BUE B,
B AN

TR TR R IIE . 765 22, $l] e BucE MR e
A, ©E BRI A D BT AT, R ARARL iR
BRI, H A ) B RE SR A SR EER Y1), e ey e L A,
SEENFL BAARUK I S R SE AR TS MA;
BRI HAE, MRS 7R SR IE U B & A7 WA 2
FONI A 2 IRk 3 T B R T T R B2 A ]
WNSRTE X BLARGE , Tk LAY E (], SORERRA BV 5 e 7 45 B
— A iE 38 IR . IUTE, 81 i A e TR B B A 1 —RITH R

(S8



T, RLEA AT R IRER R AT, 905 A%, Ik
P FEHEKDSRAARE B, ENTATEMN. BITEREE —% 5
A" &I B —ER bl XBREITRR, HXARE
IR, X2 F OPKEEH A B AT B, BN REE7E R
R IX B B

MFE K F 222y F A0 2Pz, SR
TWGR, e friR g F L NSRIRE SO . A BE R R E
ERTERVFIFAEME, (81X B RARSRA TR, 3 i A
A T3, RAAANHE ENIRR 2K FEITAESZF, B
T BAFR A, FEEa 5, RIBEILENRT, HENTR X
BiTEELENEY. ANX BENGFEMIH RN EEE
#, PR —E R X B T e iR, B A ERBATAAL
IR, JFOM IS T 5T RBERIAK,



