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On certain level, city can be viewed as an organic living form.
The process of city development is always faced with the conflict and challenge of rebirth and death, progress and conservation, alteration and preservation.

Similarly, the feature and characteristics of city look and city form are in constant variation and development as well. Yet city is also a result of interaction
between human and history, culture and art; it is formed by growth, not like products that are made and manufactured. City changing and variation, generally
speaking, ought to be accomplished in a process of proper and orderly development, as pointed out in Encyclopedia Britannica.

In one's conventional opinion, preservation (conservation) and alteration (renewal) mainly include old buildings and historical relics. However, today's
preservation and alteration work involve existed buildings, history city block, history city zone as well as the whole city in broad sense, as long as they
have cultural and economic values. This viewpoint had become universal acknowledged since World War Two, especially after the issuance of a series of
international documents concerning the preservation of cultural relic buildings and historic city such as Venice Charter.

In 2010, after three previous graduate design courses, teachers and students of all eight schools, with the guidance and organization of SEU School of
Architecture, come to Nanjing to continue this cooperation. The theme selection of this time, different from previous courses of industry area renaissance
and new developed area design, choose history area in southern Nanjing as a topic for students to research and explore. The original intention is to
encourage students to get close the daily life of a historic city and its material and spatial carrier through research; at the same time, they will analyze the
ubiquitous decay and social structure on a daily level in historic city, evoke multiply concepts and promote city planning and architectural problem solving
strategies, and finally express their own ideal ways of historic city zone renewal.

As to help teachers and students better comprehend the background of this united graduate design, our department specially invited the deputy director in
Nanjing Unban Planning Bureau, Liu Qinghao, professor Zhao Chen in Nanjing University, professor Chen Wei in SEU School of Architecture, professor
Chen Qiming in CAFA and | myself to give relative speeches. As the vice director of National College of Architecture Assessment Committee, in my annual
teaching evaluating job, | feel that in the graduate design teaching part each school, though has similar technical depth and knowledge learning, has different
student cultivating emphases and teaching characteristics. How to make opportunity for students to get to various teaching manners and characteristics is
our mutual understanding. Objectively, the publication of the united graduate design has become a important way for international architecture industry to
get to know Chinese architecture teaching. The united graduate design itself boosts the understanding and communication within each school, and thus it
has remarkable teaching research value and student cultivating effect.

All in all, | want to express my acknowledgement to all teachers and students who have make contribution for this united graduate design, especially to
professor Gong Kai and his assistants of our department for their efforts for the theme selection and research, and teaching organization of this course. At
the same time, | must thank Tianhua Architecture Company for their support for the successful final exhibition of this course.

Professor, Dean of School of Architecture, Southeast University, WANG Jianguo
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Renewal of the Old City Quarter: Urban Redevelopment and Architectral Design in the South of Nanjing
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