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3.

EXPLANATORY NOTES

This Hong Kong Guide supersedes the original two volume series Hong Kong ‘Streets and
Places’. Condensing all the most useful information into a single volume, it covers all the
built-up areas of the Territory in even greater detail but contains only small scale coverage
of the countryside areas. The content is bilingual and a comprehensive directory enables
rapid location, in either Chinese or English, of virtually every street, important building,
public amenity, etc., as well as districts, localities and geographical features.

MAPS. Compiled from standard publications of the Survey and Mapping Office, the maps
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2:2

2.3

have the following features:

SCALE and UNITS. A scale of 1:125 000 is used for the coverage of the whole Territory
and 1:10 000 for the urban, new town and other built-up areas. Metric units are used
throughout. For those unaccustomed to the metric system, approximate conversions
from metres and kilometres to feet and miles can be read from the conversion scales at
page 239.

KEY MAPS. Map coverage can be seen on the key maps at page X. Each coloured
rectangle (colour coded according to the area covered) and black number indicate the
coverage and page number of a map in the book.

MAP USAGE.
(i) The maps are grouped by area, identified by colour coded margins as follows:

Green —whole Territory at 1:125 000

Yellow—new towns and isolated built-up areas in the New Territories and Islands
at 1:10 000.

Blue —Kowloon at 1:10 000.

Red —Hong Kong at 1:10 000.

(ii) The blue grid squares on the maps are identified by letters in the margin at the
edges of the maps. The sides of the squares measure 5 km at 1:125 000 and 400 m
at 1:10 000. Adjoining maps are indicated by page numbers in white pointers in the
margins.

(iii) The indication of a road, track or path on these maps is no guarantee of a
right-of-way. Where vehicular access is restricted, or barred, pedestrian access is
normally allowed.

DIRECTORY. The directory appears in two forms:
(i) English — in alphabetical order with the Chinese translation appended (page 107 to

page 156) and

(ii) Chinese — in stroke number order with the English translation appended (page 183 to

3.1

page 238)

Each is divided into discrete sections to speed up the searching process. There are
four main sections: Streets, Places, Buildings and Information. The latter is sub-divided
into useful sub-sections such as Government Departments, Hospitals, Hotels, Trans-
port Facilities etc. As an aid to recognition, all sections carry distinctive page headings
and marginal identification marks and are arranged individually in alphabetical/stroke
order. By referring to the Directory Contents on page 106, the relevant section may
easily be found.

HOW TO LOCATE A STREET OR PLACE—ENGLISH SECTION.
Every name or facility listed in the directory is followed by a page number and a 2-letter
grid square reference. On the given map (found by page number) the relevant grid




square is identified by reading vertically and horizontally from the letters at the edges
of the map. The required name, place or facility is located in that square.

3.2 BLOCK NUMBER REFERENCE. Features which are too small to name individually on

the map, are located by ‘block numbers’. This additional reference is suffixed to the
f grid reference in the directory and is found in blue on the map in the relevant grid
‘ square, normally locating the feature to within one main city block. The number may
refer to more than one item in the same block.

3.3 SYMBOLS. Symbols are used extensively to identify public services such as hospitals,
police stations, bus termini, etc. The symbol alone is normally sufficient to locate an
item on the map but block numbers are used where necessary for clear identification.

3.4 EXAMPLES.
1. Name appears on map:
Ocean Terminal 64 BL
The name will be found in grid square BL on page 64.
2. Block number version:
Peninsula Hotel 64 CL115
A blue number 115 will be found in grid square CL on page 64 at the site of the
building.
3. Symbol appears on map:
Kowloon Central Post Office 62 BM
An ‘envelope’ symbol ( IZ ) will be found in grid square BM on page 62 at the site
of the Post Office.
4. To find out what the blue block numbers represent on the face of the map, turn to
the Block Number Reference (page 158 to page 182) where they are listed in
numerical order, page by page, in a single bilingual version.

sers noticing errors or omissions are encouraged to bring them to the attention of the
publisher. Transportation information is correct at the time of going to press but is subject to
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