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Overview

sAAar o Aot \A/ritim—~a Dirart c
Independent Writing Directions

The Independent Writing Task or Writing Based on Knowledge and Experience is a 30-minute student-
generated essay, written in response to a given prompt.

For this task, you will write an essay in response to a question that asks you to state, explain, and
support your opinion on an issue. You will have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.

Typically, an effective essay will contain a minimum of 300 words. Your essay will be judged on the
quality of your writing. This includes the development of your ideas, the organization of your essay, and
the quality and accuracy of the language you use to express your ideas.

If you finish your essay before time is up, you may click on Next to end this section.

‘ Directions: Read the question below. You will have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.

} Typically, a good essay for the independent topic will require that you write 300-350 words.

1

| Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Movies and television have more
of a negative than positive effect on young people. Use specific reasons and examples i
to support your answer.

Using Your Time Wisely

You have 30 minutes for your essay, but in reality you will need to allot time for both planning and revising.
While 5 minutes of planning may seem like a waste of time that would be better spent on the actual essay,
remember that the better prepared you are, the easier it will be to write the essay. Once you have prepared, it
should be fairly easy for you to make the general outline for the essay.

Planning Writing Revising

5 mins. 1 R 20minsy ssmessmee e oo oo M Bimins:

FRBEESFHEEEAER 2aE -SEam



The Essay Format

e e + Begins with the overall view
_ Introduction : .
e . * Narrows into the thesis

L 1 : » Begins with a topic sentence
3 Body Paragraphs . o .

, e * Follows with supporting information and examples
* Begins with a summary

- * Follows with broad idea

Part A. Independent Writing o 11



Score Rubric

Possible scores range from 0 (the lowest) to 5 (the highest). Your score will be based on the following rubric:
Score Description
. Addresses the prompt

5 * Is well-organized and developed
» Demonstrates coherence, sentence variety, and appropriate word choice

* Addresses the prompt

* Is well-organized and developed, though may have unclear connections or digressions

* Demonstrates coherence, sentence variety, and appropriate word choice; errors do not
significantly impact comprehension

» Addresses the prompt

* Is organized and developed, though connections may be unclear at times

* Demonstrates coherence, sentence variety, and appropriate word choice, though may
occasionally lack clarity which influences comprehension

* Does not fully address the prompt

* Is poorly organized and not fully developed

« A number of errors in coherence and sentence variety, and inappropriate word choice
influencing comprehension

* Does not fully address the prompt

* Is not organized with few details and numerous digressions

* Serious and frequent errors in coherence and sentence variety, and inappropriate word
choice significantly affecting understanding

0 « Copies the prompt, is off-topic, written in a foreign language, or'consists of random keystrokes

L. FAVEFHEBERFR EME -SESH



Converting Your Score

The scores from the Independent and Integrated Writing Prompts are combined to give you the scaled score.
For example, a student who received a 5 and a 4 would have an average score of 4.5. Upon checking the
scale, the student would receive a scaled score of 28 out of 30.

- Writing Rubric Mean TOEFL Scaled Score
5.00 | 30
4.75 29
4.50 28
4.25 27
4.00 | 25
3.75 24
3.50 22
3.25 | 21
so0 20
275 18
2.50 17
2.25 | 15
2.00 - - 14
1.75 12
1.50 11
1.25 10
11.00 8
0.75 7
0.50 5
0.25 4
0.00 0

Part A. Independent Writing ¢ 13



CHRAPTER

Getting Started

@ Planning the essay

The first thing you need to do is to read the prompt. While this may sound silly, it is vital that you clearly
understand the topic. Imagine how the student who misreads the prompt is going to feel if halfway through
writing the essay, he finds out that he’s been writing on the wrong thing! So, take a minute and make sure
you understand what the prompt is asking for.

Question: @ Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? @ The invention of the Internet
| has had negative effects on your civilzation. ® Use specific reasons and examples to
support your opinion.

What is the prompt asking you for?

© Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

This is telling you what kind of essay you are going to write.

® The invention of the Internet has had negative effects on your civilization.

Read the topic carefully. It's NOT how YOU feel about the Internet, but whether the Internet has had a
POSITIVE or NEGATIVE impact on SOCIETY. Remember that it doesn’t matter which position you take;
what matters is which position is easier for you to think of ideas for.

© Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

Be careful not to get vague. This will be discussed further in Chapter 3.

® Brainstorming

Once you have read and fully understood the question, the next step is to brainstorm. While there are a
number of different brainstorming methods, you will be constrained by time. Thus, the simplest method is to
choose a side and generate as many ideas as you can.

can communicate easier

save time shopping

share information Disagree

has helped society

make learning more fun save money

email game
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