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Bai Lei, formerly called Bai Xicheng, was born in December 1946 in
Amoy, Fujian Province. Master in Industrial Arts, he is, at present, Member
of the Institute of Industrial Arts of China, Member of the Association of
Calligraphers of China, Fujian branch, Executive Member of Fujian Institute
- of Industrial Arts, Member of Amoy Society of Fine Arts, Executive Member
of Amoy Association of Calligraphers and Deputy Chairman of the board of
directors of Amov Society of Industrial Arts.
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FOREWORD

Shen Rou-jian

In the autumn of 1990, Bai Lei staged his painting and calligraphy show
in Duo Yun Xuan, Shanghai. After [ went there to see his works on display,
I felt as if we had long been friends. This sense of instant acquaintanceship
was also partly due to the fact that both Bai Lei and | come from the southern
part of Fujian Province.

The most valuable thing in artistic creation is the artist's ability to

convey his feelings with his art. Bai Lei's flowerand-bird paintings are both
traditional and unorthodox. He is good at fusing his thoughts with common
themes in his own way, thus forming his unique style of painting. This is
something laudable. A distinctive feature of his paintings is his masterly use
of water. Shi Tao once said that there are “three keys to success in painting.
The first is the varied use of water; the second is the skilful use of China
ink; and the third is enlightenment from works by master painters.” He also
said that “the varied use of water can enliven the quality of water in painting.”
Bai Lei has laid special emphasis on the use of water; he dilutes China ink
with water, light colour with dark colour, or dark colour with light colour.
Therefore, in his paintings, water images are blurred while ink images are
clear-cut. Sometimes, he achieves the changing visual effect by means of
dissolution, mixing, exaggeration, infiltration and merging of water with big
blotches of China ink or colours which are outlined with thick and heavy lines.
As a result, his painting, a combination of dryness and humidity, swiftness
and leisure, as it were, are bold but not unrestrained, smooth but not osten-
tatious. The composition of most of his paintings is unconventional and, at
the same time, symmetrical, demonstrating an economical but perfect use of
colours. So, his paintings project a sense of coordination, refinement and
liveliness.
. Bai Lei's calligraphy is also unique in style. He mingles the styles of
Zhang Rui-tu and Huang Dao-zhou into one and benefits a lot by several master
calligraphers. Accordingly, his characters are firm, forceful and supple in
strokes. In addition, he has employed painting techniques in his works of cal-
ligraphy. As a result, there is painting in calligraphy, and calligraphy in painting.

Bai Lei's achievement has resulted mainly from his hard work. Ever
since he began to learn painting more than twenty years ago, he has persisted
in his artistic creation. He is intelligent and diligent; he always tries to take
time off from his. busy work to be engaged constantly in the perfection and
exploration of his art. Thanks to his perseverance over the years, he has
made praiseworthy achievements. The publication of Selections from Painting
and Calligraphy by Bai Lei is not only the fruits of his continuous efforts
in art, but also a new starting point in his career as an artist.
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First Flower in the Spring Wind
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3. KE—E&E Fragrant Narcissus



Growing Vigorously in Dew and Frost
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5 PBIX  Plain but Tasty



After Rain
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Wild Charm
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Mango Growing Quickly after a Heavy Rain
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Sauntering in the Woeds in Autumn




10, EBTCREBR  Peony Painted in Ink and Wash



11. %) & Early Spring
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