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Formation of Chinese Characters (3)

IxPE Associative Characters

SEFR—MEHRTE, HEIEFENU EHHEMRAIRNEXSE —-EX

Associative characters arve a kind of combined characters. They result from the

combination of two or more radicals to create new characters with new meanings.

EITFIHWEEFHUT LA,

The associative characters we have learned are as follows:

o E you friend % + X__H &

JA & péngyou friend

“F7OM ‘X EAHRRNEPBRAT, HRFEE-ERFKE
“F 7 and “ X7, the two components of “ X", mean “hand” in the classical

Chinese. Shaking of two hands indicates * friendship”.
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® ﬁ% hdo good —#‘ + % — %

— A EAET —ANEF, FEMEET, SRFOANRE—HFE.

It is a good piece of news that a woman gives birth to a baby.

{ + K > 1K

® /bk Xid rest; to take a rest

L XiUXi to take a rest

“47 FBAN, “R7 B, —PAFTRRMEKRE

"

“4RT, composed of 4 (a person) and “AR” (a tree), means “to lean

. _ L
against a tree for a rest” .

(1] /Hi ti body 4 + $ — /H&
5 4k

shénti body

“47 A, A7 BERAE, BEEANRE,

L3

“4R”, composed of “ 1

°»

(a person) and “ K { foundation) , means “a

human body (or health) is essential”.

7 + B > &

e % kdn to look at
AR kan jion  to see

“F7 R ‘F” WK, ‘87 ERRE. BTFRERE LT HTLE,
“%&”, composed of “7” (a hand) and “H” (eyes), means “to spread

out the hand above one’s eves to look into distance” .

o E; , W o+ 5 — F

nan man

ZA nanrén man

“@” HHH, “H” BHK. EHEFHWEE T, HHAMITE N,
“% 7, composed of “®” (farmland) and " 77 (strength). A man works

in the field because he i1s strong.

2




o AL A+ A+ — A

ZUuo to sit

A4 qging zud sit down, please
EEALER: P2 1 NPl 5 o
The ancient written form of “ 47 1is in the shape of two persons sitting face to

face on the ground.

o X ic ~—~ + oK

g family

v HBR, A7 . EETRERE, RRXE—IKE.

44

%", composed of “~»" (a house) and “R” (a pig), depicts a typical

cottage in an agricultural society.

{ + & — 4%

O ’fi wei seat
&% 4 »” ?EA, “j.” *E,ﬁﬁ_\—‘z:o Aﬁj%%_"?ﬁﬁo

¥

“427, composed of “ {7 (a person) and “ ( to stand ), indicates a

place where a man stands.

o £ FrRoX

mei beautiful

EILMERNRESD, ERHFHKREEHEE, “£” HWEALE “KRELF",
JESIH AR . RWEFER

Of many domestic animals, the fat sheep is a source of delicious food. The
original meaning of “ %7 is “tasty”, and later by extension it has come to mean

“beautiful”.

D iﬁ jid alcoholic drink { T E - ‘Iﬁ

U7 WBEE, ‘B EREASI, HREEMBEREE,

“B”, composed of *“ ;7 (liquid) and “B” (wine container), means “al-

coholic drink” .
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® :]b béi north h i ﬂ 7 ;lb

BN FRENAMEML, 2XEEF. #T, BREHANGTANEE, 8
. ZXH “H” FRERR,

The ancient written form of “Jb” 1is in the shape of two people standing back to

back. Originally it meant “to go against” , but by extension it has come to mean

“north” .

= BEEETG

Components of Characters

S (16) Components in common use (16)

T s R e

shizitéu the radical of “ 47

“+7 HURFHETH LR, EXAH, LK, T8,

The radical “3-” with uncertain meaning is often used at the top of a charac-

ter. The first horizontal stroke is longer than the second underneath.

=+
P shéng sound BE shéngyin sound
1 ol | | | ]

B N N - 2 O - 2 NN A
2] ©*F @ [T

happy =3 xthuan to like

FEou
= Xi
1
2
3
4

e -

NS DU S IOV
QD * @ = @) - : ! ! 3 i @



(] ] i geng more

e aaana

® R lidng good; fine
T EEER
2> B¢t New associative characters

© XSL shudng
= F shuangshdu

X+ X —> K

“X” EHRRNFFHRR—RFE, RAFE-ERE—-NTF, EXERK

A —X, BEZRBEAIER,

The ancient written form of “ 7

“f” means “two hands”. The original meaning of “ AL

it is used in the sense of “both”

both; tw

0

both hands

=]

1s in the shape of a human hand, logically

%4 - n
or twin .

*”

was “a pair’, and now
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] ] ** Iin woods

A AR shulin woods

roaow | ERELT

PIRWHHEE—E, #ARWARE, WAZSHBHTRENKT .

Two trees standing side by side imply the meaning of “ manv trees’ I e,
Y £ Y

*

“woods” .

sénlin forest

e ;'k sén forest
AR AR

roror sl FIFELLL

ke

=4 KR BAWREME, FREBERABTHREMNRT .

Three trees growing together symbolize “a forest”.

(6 })k céng from
Koxown | EERROT

PA—HI—E, —ABRES—AN, EXREMNM,

“M7, composed of the two characters of “ A", one following the other, means

“to follow"” .

Qﬁ zhong mass
nononn] PR

SANIESE R, BRARE, AZHY “&”, XFHEHAR=A4R
BB R ETRE O TREE “L” “5” "% %%,

Three people standing together symbolize “ mass”. Similar examples are

e v N il & 1o
% #t an T3

?

34

6



8 B}:] ming clear; tomorrow

Bl X mingtian tomoITow

T Aom | 7]

\ | \ \ \

1] L L ]
=1 IR I R U

1 ) (] 1

1 ] [} (] 1

REFEHARMRER “8” 1 “A”, “87 f1 “A” gE—ERRK

BB

The sun and the moon are the brightest celestial bodies . Hence the combined

character “8]” means “bright”.

3R
O k jian pointed
X7 jianddo sharp knife

;J\ + k-—} 9{ ._‘.1;.3-.

BN, FHEKA, XRREER

“7, composed of “Jv7" {small) at the top of “ X7 (big) at the bottom,

symbolizes the pointed shape.

I~
] () i‘L chén dust
g A chéntl dust

D+ £ — F el‘

Y v AN i o

“712” means the fine powder of dry earth.

-
® B mang blind
A mangrén blind man

-

=+ B—F

T T T
- ‘- i

. T
e 1 ]
+—&‘—"-%‘+ ...... .
] ] ] ]
1 1 3 H

‘=7 B “R7, BEF, ‘87 BRE, ‘77 Rr-REBEEAN

-

-l

5 ", composed of “ -

had

( nothing) and

nothing” .

“

B” (eye), means “able to see
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® ‘/E] |&i tear
Bk 7E yanléi tear

T
! .,

i o+ 8 DRC-IEEENENEE
“37 RAWE, cB” RREE. MR B R BAASEZRE

“8”, composed of “ ;" (liquid) and “H"” (eye), means “tears”

® R mie to pul out

KK mie huo to put out fire

—exox | FEFERETT
13 ku j,b “kiﬁ” “‘___u %ﬁ&j{_‘:ﬁﬁ;ﬁ@, ﬁ#%ﬁ%irc

“R"” composed of “ X" (fire) and “—" (resembling a cover over the fire),

means to put out fire.

P
(4] K Zzai disaster
KK hudzai fire

#%E Eiikﬁ% — Fh R ¥ F%mﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ@%ﬁ%mf
ﬁ%,mm%%o

%", composed of “~" (a house) and “ K7 (fire), symbolizes a fire. By

extension it has come to mean any disasfer.

® l zdo early

F L zdoshang  early morning

e tor | [[P[PIREF

A7 RAM. “+” #EHE LKk, “8” £ “+” £, REKER
THii2 i 16

“F7”  composed of “H"” (the sun) and “-+7 (an object on the earth),

means “the time when the sun rises above the horizon”
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Consulting the Dictionary (1)

FRAMFAREARY, FHEENREY, FEHFEE. BRFHERM
M. ARKENER, RELBAE -, ZHEAERENIHEN LB
Fo HEFHRMAMEPELEE R,

There are two kinds of dictionaries of Chinese. One is the dictionary of charac-
ters, and the other is the dictionary of words. Dictionaries of characters are collec-
tions of characters with transcriptions, definitions and usages, whereas dictionaries
of words deal mainly with words, most of which consist of two or more characters.

However, both are consulted in the same way.

BEW FHAE R R EEDI TR, REHRANTFESE--v B
WEFFHE, B AR A F03E - 5% A 8 & 8 5l AR R 5 ER AR 4R

The dictionaries are usually arranged alphabetically. The characters which have
the same pronunciation are arranged according to the four-tone order. If the pronun-

ciation of a character or word is unknown, we have to find another way.
WA ey Looking up Characters by Using the Index of Strokes

PHETFERETHNEBZLHINNTFTH, EEDHERN, EEHEZHE
JG. BEFHIZERME .
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The entries in a dictionary are arranged in Index of strokes according to the num-

ber of strokes. The characters with fewer strokes come before those with more. The

basic steps are as follows .

O H—BFHEEAFEL D,

Count the stroke number of the character to look up.

O EEERTRPRIXEBEL.

Find the stoke number group in the Index of Stroke Number or the Index of Char-

acters Grouped by Stroke Number.

© H#HTFIERENFRIMEBEENT

Locate the character you want in the following stroke order.

p——

OF:
@ & |
@ M J
@ K :
® BT
OR-<ily

P T N

<

-

1)
] 7/
(*~\
-+ (7733 7°0ULY
- (L LA \K

)
)
)
)
)
)

Look at the following examples;

10

A EEE & E 215 2 TR g BE
Esamples | Number of strokes [Initial strokes|| Examples | Number of strokes |Initial strokes
—_':- 2 - T 2 “(="7)
L 3 l 7 2 I(="7")
B 3 i(=1)| ra 6 t(=)
A 2 J 2 2 (=)
I 3 (=) ® 3 (=)
In 3 . H 5 L N
N 4 (=) VA 4 V(=L-)—
R 4 - & 3 L




EHAETRPENFHFUNET , RARETFEFHIECPR G, .

The number beside each character in the Index of Strokes indicates the page on

which the character appears, e g.

EHATE
B

—, AREAEGBELRRE, BXREEFRENN, BEEFNRETNES, G ELKEY
WG R ER/N SRR AT, RAEw kB, FREBA R FE BT 68,

=, BB, AESRBEELRRE-E AFESNRE-"ENER -1 /> 10

FRIR%E, MU K"FE—EN—, BEZE(-)R "RFE-"FH /-, BET=E(/ )%,

“BTFBE N~ o~ BEFTE( C)%, BENEREROE, RFREREER, £ERKE

F BETEZ. E8EF. IRET—E(] =)8F "B§'EE "B"KZ, "B"ESE,

EEBUMNIM. BEEBLUFFLIRE, — | / ~ USSR EREM T E:

[

1. WO/ MER(—), A" h—— EROAC EENES WY "R~ ~,
2. HEQOOMER(~ ), M*AA/ ~ "X R~ 8RO SHRFFISEES( ), e
M- ~, " XKWE-T"FH - -,
3. ERHEAREFAMER (), " T" >, L'HE——ERN -, “F"HBE-"EH——.
— T 95| (yy) |= 10801% 29/X 166 1457 |B 1496 |H 1119 #h 663t 38
2 95 7. 207 B 40317 619 |P 166X 325 | M 1527 | %7 1191 |1 663 |t 36
— 1€ 95 * 118 th 1094, # 28/E 166| AR 310|A 3404 1191 |#L 1248 H 1620
Z 109 —m 66 95!+ 1328 (1) |7 3] oy [ 476|R 1339\ F 46
{ 95 — 5 003 ic 1095 | & 1332 it 310 1599 (%F 55005 148
= B 4 geg| L 456 |7 1SSl 1094{®&  512{3T 379|F 96T 552 A 1629
- = 13/ gyz| 11077 15514k 136:5}{:2: 278 | b 379 | (F)1082|3% 553 |&H 156
FOS01| sy 30| & 110|F 1833|1368 4+ oza | 79| 463 W ss2iE 155
i 51T 24| A apq|X O |H 3614 11134 g74 |l 379 H 97|37 SS3|E 1656
T 13T 2L gq(T 95IH 1360, 7 140652 149517 863|E 97|35 553 |/% 1652
J© 1465 24|y 39| NIE 11831 192|%  331|F  342{H 883|F  40|m 1350
1T 9! L  503{(ay 310 17| A 30, (H) 192|% 1531|FF 32|55 96K 1555(X 716
t 1|t 55| z10;F 11191 () 779K 1952 47613 133|FT 472)” 40|F 3B
o Lt 510y gog|F 96| T79(M 1427 E  S15|% 1543|K 1600{E 1363 |Ey 402
t+ 550 % 965 30! 1440 |F 1449 (7L 3J46|F 1600|E 1615|HE 167
A 67
boo169| T 73| q mmg|% 1191|F 36| H 1368{%E 1453 |~ 1573\ # 1600 | E 1203|E 167
JT 25,4 gsg | 1192 |F 1386 H 1371|X 1232 |JT 371|# 105 £ 1332|E 167
() X621, 473 me | = 36 ) F 203!k 371 @ |T 1807
N 271K 25| om0 i R 4 1442 1= 997 = @ 38 ()
A S2iF Bly gl oy |F Wy|E 207 67k ss2| (T) (@ 8|\ 10
A 308[7C 652 £ 28" 208|& 68 |HX 89T 714|F 1618!13 1065
X 324|) 855 (NI ey 1as3ls 123417 208{ 5 1475 |34 1572|F s02 | 1618|4779
tE 3|5 27|57 844 456X  155(4{b 2087 1476 [« 1589|F6 s02|FEH  119(dk 331
JU 3364 27| 8e2iil SiS|K 6838|4208 K 264 1F 876|FF 443 119{# 722
U388\ 7314|1875 4L 6611R 333 4L 211/ 1400\ 4 T S07(H 1S19|7T 724
o o63|® 716|Y 274X 13271 61|41 211K 1523 M 50813 643(0h 724
5 86l%x  838|~ 9o7i{FE S50t 123805 2114k 1523 |UX 482!T%  s08'® 64 WL 724
(=) Ci |£ 88|F st eIt 2111% 73 3 a08|3 508 {FK 1247 | (L) 724
—y |7 a8 | % /15‘13’1 2115  32B B 408 |y 463 & 1247 1WL 726
g 95i Lk 169 T 852 R 13420 X| 325120 32818 480 |3 sis( 123|m 726
7456|0721 F 1068 | BSS T 461 A 3101 2814 48212 si5| AR 1248 726
73 482|0 7572 1076 % 1356 [IK 146 (0P 405|938 1M 4821%7 sez| A 1245|900 726
Xo4go| 783|2 1077 ;R 12025 M6{® 779|402 80 311|%h e63 & 402|M 726
& o3|m T78lE 1077 |R 638|148 72|fF 7203 1080 B0 ge3|® 1350|% 726

—EEIE LHETFH

11



mAKA - LF5FERERR2

BRIREE “A" ¥, ‘A" B=H, BER “)7. BER ‘=E", RE
#® () ) BENTF. RTUER “R67", XPRERE “R” EFHE 67 T,
For example, you want to look up the character “ . It has 3 strokes, and the

initial stroke is “ ) 7. So first you have to find “ =& ", and then look for “ ) 7.
y >

You can find “& 67”. That means “&” is on page 67.

= pEELG

Components of Characters

wHERS (A7) Components in common use (17)

BN BN BN ENEN
o) =i 400 A R

chdngzitéu the radical of “ )7

j— chang factory
) gongchdng factory

Ff T
RN FRELAMILUENER., “T 7 #UE
FHFEH5NERFERAE X,

The ancient written form of “ J~ 7 is in the

shape of cliffs. The characters with the pictographic

character “ )77 as a radical are often related to

“eliffs” or “houses” .

}ﬁ li to go through; all previous iR 4 lishi history

2] @7 @ 7

E ting hall 2 canting dining hall

Rl or o 7

12l



