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@ Nana

CHAPTERRN

At nine o’clock in the evening the body of the house at the Vari-
ety Theatre was still all but empty. A few individuals, it is true, were
sitting quietly waiting in the balcony and stalls, but these were last, as
it were, among the ranges of seats whose coverings of cardinal velvet
loomed in the gentle light of the dimly burning lanterns.

Two young men appeared in the stalls; they kept standing and
looked about them.

“Didn’t I say so, Hector?” cried the elder of the two, a tall fel-
low. “Were too early! You might quite well have allowed me to finish
my cigar.”

“Then why do they advertise for nine o’clock?” muttered Hector,
whose long thin face assumed an expression of annoyance. “Did you
get your stage box for Lucy?” asked Hector.

“Yes,” replied his companion, “but I had some trouble to get
it. Oh, there’s no danger of Lucy coming too early!” After a pause, he
continued, “You’re in luck’s way, you are, since you haven’t been at
a first night before. The Blonde Venus will be the event of the year.
People have been talking about it for six months. Oh, such music, my
dear boy! Such a sly dog, Bordenave! He knows his business and has
kept this for the exhibition season.”

“And Nana, the new star who’s going to play Venus, do you
know her?”

“There you are; you're beginning again!” cried Fauchery, casting
up his arms. “Ever since this morning people have been bothering me
with questions about Nana. Nana is an invention of Bordenave’s! Iz

must be a fine one!” Soon, the whispering voices and the sound of
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doors banging all got on his nerves. “I — I'm going out. Perhaps we
shall find Bordenave downstairs. Hell give us information about
things.”

Downstairs in the great marble-paved entrance hall, where the
box office was, the spettators were beginning to show themselves. Un-
der the crude light, round the pale, naked walls of the entrance hall,
there was a flaring display of lofty yellow posters bearing the name of
“Nana” in great black letters.

Gentlemen, who seemed to be glued to the entry, were reading
them; others, standing about, were engaged in talk.

“ There’s Bordenave,” said Fauchery as he came down the
stairs. But the manager had already seen him.

“Ah, ah! You’re a nice fellow!” he shouted at him from a dis-
tance. “Wait a bit, I certainly must make the acquaintance of your
Nana before writing a review about her,” said Fauchery. 7

Then to put an end to the discussion, he introduced his cousin,
M. Hector de la Faloise, a young man who had come to finish his edu-
cation in Paris. The manager took the young man’s measure at a
glance. But Hector returned his scrutiny with deep interest. This,
then, was that Bordenave, that supplier of the sex who treated women
like a convict manager, that clever fellow who was always at full
steam over some advertising dodge, that shouting, spitting, thigh-slap-
ping fellow, that cynic with the soul of a policeman!

During the short meeting between Fauchery, Hector and Borde-
nave, the young Hector was quite taken aback at Bordenave’s rude
behavior, and unfeeling manner of treating his actresses.

“I have been told,” Hectored la Faloise said, longing positively
to find something to say, “that Nana has a delicious voice.”

“Nana?” cried the manager, shrugging his shoulders. “The voice

6



‘B—RBUEE. FRIEERTIE M v ‘1 ;

o SRR LR, &,
Ro RESHAN-LM nerve [nowvo] n. 18E, B8, 5
=, geton sb’s herves fE AR

2, BATEARE

ORANGTER FRE ARG JBE, MWARE
FHBAGT . HARONEIBEL, KESEEES ::ﬁ“{i:ﬁna] s
ff%zggggggﬁ;; BRSNS, LERE T e

- e
naked ['neikid] o, RS, 7o
R, R

S AN IBE 0, TR
“WABARBAE.” WAL TR, ey [dis'pleil n B3, &

7 W, B, ﬂﬁ
RBORE ° ' ’

‘M5! RAEBHAEN " LIEmTITEE 8, Hmey S
B, BHA: “BESE. THENIIHHSE acquaintance [ o' kwemtm]

oA, BARBENR—T AT B, WA, make the acquain-
tance of sb.5IREX -

BE, NIBRINED, RISINREBRT scruting [*skrustini] umﬁﬁ
BB -HEPR, — T HERERSNERANG SH0ME
BEIREME, FERREERXEE—R, 853 supplier [so'plain] mms. 9&
FEARENI I BERR, RRORSDNENE 58 '
3k, BBHIRROA, IBMERME NS AL convict [ kon'vikt] mﬂﬁ A
Ao B TEENRIRHI I BERBEM S, 1 T S6-FAR

o0 :
RIERER RS, Xk, uAR, 2—1EH
dodge [dod3) n Wit, Wit
22— 3 WBo
FhL . B CERENTHRRE Pl i o

slap [slep] vt 18, ®TH, BF
ERHF. REASHEREBAKRENZRD, eynic ['sinik] n FERRGA,
EREBAREHEE T NMENSTERNTBSERE SURBEHA

FROERANIER. aback [o'bek] adv. IZHR. take
aback ERAKE—R
RIS, KR B A AR SR wnfesling [An'Gitlip] adj. oMED

B, X8, BBESISRT, positively  [*posotivli] ads. W3
» == « = m 1hen
WY SRESEE, AP, W58 g (iao] v M8

7




