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English Abstract

The Sentences with Multiple Pre-Verbal NPs:
An Analysis of Pragmatic Configuration of
Chinese Sentence

It is an attempt to investigate the pragmatic configuration of
Chinese sentence by studying the Chinese sentences with
multiple pre-verbal NPs in this book, according to the principle
that sentence’s pragmatic functions must be keep agreeing with
it’s pragmatic forms. It argues that the sentences with multiple
pre-verbal NPs is not a special case in Modern Chinese, which is
regarded by most of grammarian as deriving from the
“subject-predicate” model; but a normal one, which can be
considered as a typical case revealing the basic configuration in
constructing the Chinese sentences. Accordingly, the other case
such as “Ba()” or “Bei(#)” sentences is same as multiple
pre-verbal NPs sentence in spite of the occurrence of the
functional words “Ba” or “Bei”.

This book is divided into nine chapters. Chapter 1 is an
introduction to make clear the following information: the object
and its limits that we study, our main goal and thinking about this.
Chapter 2 concises the related studies before ours. In Chapter 3
we define the “functional emic sentence™ and “functional etic
sentence” basing on the discussion of the expressing function of
“sentence”. Then we observe “functional ethic sentence” in real
texts through the discourse analysis , and find that: The so-called
sentences with single pre-verbal NP in fact are ones with
multiple pre-verbal NPs in the sense of “functional epic
sentence”. In chapter 4, we analyze the reference-binding
relations among the NPs within the sentences with multiple
pre-verbal NPs in detail, and make clear that the structural topic
is the functional pivot of the “functional emic sentence™, which
is a base-generated constituent without original syntactic basis.
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Chapter 5 discuss the pragmatic arrangement of the obliged
thematic roles, optional thematic roles and the others in the
sentences with multiple pre-verbal NPs, and from which we
extract a basic pragmatic configuration hiding in the most of
Chinese “functional emic sentence” as the following:

(NPt | NPc1--*NPcn [ NPs NPf Vs NPd NPo./(0>n<3)

In chapter 6 we discuss the poverties of all the NP-positions
one by one and conclude that: each NP-position have its own
pragmatic characteristics that can’t be explained on the basis of
syntactic methods or semantic relations.

Chapter 7 discuss the syntactic basis of Chinese sentences
with multiple pre-verbal NPs and the functional motives which
motivate its generating. In Chapter 8 we examine our conclusion
by analyzing some so-called “special structure” such as
“Ba”construction and “Bei”construction in terms of our
pragmatic configuration, proving that our approach is on right
way on the whole. Chapter 9 is an ending in which we mention
some of the other special constructions and make a concise of
our conclusion,
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