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The Chinese Oil Painting Research Series

Preface

In recent years, by getting down to such various subjects as awakening,
development, introduction and creativity, the research of Chinese oil painting
has gradually stepped into its synthetic stage and made a lot of beneficial
achievements. From native problem to Asian perspective, Chinese oil painting
has been an important oriental cultural phenomenon in the Oriental-Western
art communication. It also becomes a significant chapter revealing the culture
transformation of modern Chinese if being studied on the basis of styles, types,
and creative cases.

Undoubtedly, by extending its scope to such aspects as creation style,
cultural history, art market, collection and identification, the research of
Chinese oil painting has drawn widespread concerns in the fields of art,
academia, collection, and relevant enterprises home and abroad. Meanwhile,
the developments of education, research, communication and industrialization
in terms of Chinese oil painting require an authoritative and systematic
academic research project, which can correspondingly provide forceful support
and boost. In this context, by virtue of self academic strengths, Chinese oil
painting research center of Art Research Institute of Shanghai University set
Chinese Oil Painting Research Series as an important academic research
project so as to make academic contribution to the research of modern Chinese
Fine Arts and the studies of Shanghai city culture.

The Chinese Oil Painting Research Series picks out some representative
artists from each period since 20" Century as individual cases, then arranges
their primary art courses, analyses their art styles, and presents document and
art criticism of important art works. During this process, we will lay great
emphasis on several representative art masters and predecessors forgotten by
history so as to make it the major heritage of 20" century Chinese oil painting.

The Chinese Oil Painting Research Series mainly studies up on important
artists and art groups forgotten or lost in the 20" century Chinese artistic
circles. Therefore, we can fully unearth important cultural resources of modern
Chinese Fine Arts and re—examine the century evolution course of Chinese oil
painting, hereby making positive contribution to the research of chinese Fine

Arts.

Editor
May 2009
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The Chinese Oil Painting Research Series: Tang Yunyu

Foreword

Among the numerous Chinese oil painting predecessors, there are quite a
few paintresses, such as Cai Weilian, Pan Yuliang, Guan Zilan, Rong Junli,
Sun Duoci, Fang Junbi, Qiu Di, Fan Xinqiong, Liang Baibo, Tang Yunyu, etc.
These names have already appeared in important exhibitions and periodicals
early in the 1920s, among which, Tang Yunyu is a representative artist whose
influence is almost on a par with Pan Yuliang.

Tang Yunyu drew great attention during The First National Fine Arts
Exhibition. Once studying abroad in Japan and France, she had already
engaged in fine arts education and artistic creation in numerous ways in the
1920s. Until now, she still has irresistible charm to arrest people’s heart. It
naturally stems from our humanity feelings and respect for history. We
endeavor to interpret the profound meanings implied in her whole art career so
as to recollect the lost memory. That will be the undiscovered treasure of
Chinese oil painting history as well as the gleaming ray of light in Chinese
modern art.

In memory of this outstanding predecessor, we have this album of painting
as part of The Chinese Oil Painting Research Series, which gathered the
common efforts and wishes of researchers and relations, to show respect for
history and learning. However, we can perceive the fickleness of the world in
that she was totally forgotten by people when fading out from artistic circles at
her last half of life. When we give our remembrance to this unusual
predecessor, there are always some regrets. She is a falling star not only
because of the brilliance of her art , but also of the enlightenment of tomorrow.

Tang Yunyu’s art is an important cultural heritage of Chinese modern art.
Her works contain personalized color and brush stroke as well as poetic
landscapes and figures, which are worth our contemplation and taste. By virtue
of our knowledge and feeling, we should try our best to access this prominent
female artist, thereby to interpret that elapsed ages and to think about our road

ahead.

Editor
May 2009
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