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Filigree bun-net
B - Ming
D 11.7cm, H 11 ¢em, Wt 132.4 g
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This bun-net comprises two parts, the front (gianwu) and the rear (houshan). It is netted with very fine gold

wires and trimmed with gold plaited wires, and made in a similar way to a gold headdress with a slightly different
rear part from the Ding Mausoleum in Beijing.
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Bun-net

B - Ming

it Crow: D 6.7 cm, H 3.6 cm, Wt 21.9 g

% Hairpin: L 13.3-13.5 cm, Wt 11.1-12.2 g
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Made from beaten gold, this bun-net is decorated with birds and flowers. Above its ribbed edge are four holes
for the four pins with flower heads. The interior is plain.

From a Ming tomb in Nanjing, Jiangsu is another bun-net of the same type, however, the style and decoration

are different.
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{82 55 4 91 Gold bun-net, Ming
Restoration of a Ming headdress From Dengfushan, Nanjing, Jiangsu (Nanjing 2000, p. 54)
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Bun-net
B] - Ming
D8cm, H 6.4 cm, Wt 109 g
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It is soldered with a slightly splayed brim with lotuses, a foliated panel with paired fish and waterfowls in the
front, and two three-lobed panels with double-rib and tufts of grass at the back. The crown is divided into five
decorative bands and the three registers in the middle are chased with lotus scrolls. The side registers with birds
and flowers on a ring-matted ground have altogether four holes for two pins, which have mushroom-shaped heads
of a lotus design with beadings. The interior is plain.

Similar examples are known from a Ming tomb in Nanjing, Jiangsu. This type of hair ornament, known as diji
in Chinese, was derived from baoji, which started from the Song dynasty onwards was an essential accessory for
full dress, and teji likewise. During the Ming hairpins were used around a bun-net as the coiffure for formal occasions.
The diameter of bun-nets seldom exceeds 10 cm as they were used only for covering hair in a bun but not the head.
The majority of the unearthed artefacts are of gold- and silver-wire netting or beaten gold. They are sometimes
lined with silk or overlaid with gauze.
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Hairpin set
i - Ming
A:L86cm, W58cm, Wt 18 g
B:L11.7cm, H4.9cm, Wt 41.8 g
C:L12cm, Wt 10.4g
D:L6.2,59cm, W 4.8, 4.7 cm, Wt 20, 20.7 g
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Hairpin sets of the Ming period, known as toumian, consist of a variety of components. All these hairpin heads
are of beaten gold, but the pins are lost. In the shape of a flame, A is the topmost hairpin (dingzan). The riding
figure with a sword, being followed by an archer, is probably General Guan Yu.

B is a diadem (manguan) in mountain shape. It has six standing figures with a crane and a deer in the
foreground and behind them is a fort with pine trees. A tubular receptacle is soldered to the back. Such a diadem
was worn in the front or at the rear of a bun-net. Examples are known from Jiangyin , Jiangsu and Pingwu, Sichuan,
which have in general figures of immortals with tortoises, deer and cranes and also pavilions as backdrop.

With pointed ends and nine cells inlaid with pearls and red jewels, C is a frontal head-band (gu’er). At the rear
are two tubular receptacles for attaching a pin. Band-like hairpins appeared in the Song period and three examples
in silver are known from Yongjia, Zhejiang. The tradition continued in the Ming. From Jiangyin, Jiangsu are
artefacts soldered with nine gold flowers, of which the domed receptacles are inlaid with red and blue jewels;
whereas those unearthed from a tomb in Lanzhou, Gansu have simply nine floral medallions. Instead of having an
attached pin, the ends of such a head-band were extended into two flat pins and it was used as a chignon ornament.
Examples have been unearthed from Ming tombs in Jiangsu and Guangdong.

D is a side hairpin (yanbin). There are many figures, some are in a pavilion and others are riding on horses. As
a unique kind of hair ornament among numerous Ming variations, they were often worn by the sides of a chignon.
They are mostly attached to a flat pin, but sometimes the pin is two-pronged. Many examples have been recovered
from tombs, for instance, those in Chongqing and Nanchang, Jiangxi.
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Jade hairpin set, Ming
From the tomb of Wu Lin in Anji, Zhejiang (Yang Zhishui 2004,
vol.1, fig. 9-33
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