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Chapter 1

A Consumer’s Guide to Computer

@ 1.1 Your Computer Hardware and Software

/

@ Match the pictures with the words, and write the correct letter in the box next to each word

and phrase.
desktop computer D notebook computer |:|

PDA (Personal Digital Assistant) D

A B C

e The pictures below show some hardware of computers. Please label the pictures and complete

the following sentences with the given words and phrases.

keyboard

CPU a

printer
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monitor

diskette drive

mouse

Computer hardware consists of:

(1) Inputdevice: ____ is one of the common input devices.

(2) Processor unit: It is divided into and main memory.

(3) Output device: and are the two most commonly used output devices.

(4) Auxiliary storage unit: The two common auxiliary storage devices are ______ and a hard disk
drive.

Whether to buy a notebook or a desktop is the first important question for
the people who want to buy a computer.

First you must ask yourself: Do I need my computer with me or in at least
two different places? Notebook is a better choice if the answer is YES.

Otherwise, you need to think about these two

issues: price and interfaces. You can buy more
computing capability and power with a desktop than a notebook with the
same money. The quality of your interfaces (input and output devices) to

your computer is better with a desktop than with a notebook. For example:

a larger keyboard and a screen with a higher resolution.

@ After finishing reading, please read the sentences below. Are they true or false? Write T for
True or F for False in the boxes.

(1)  Notebook can be easily taken to anywhere.
(2) = Desktop computer is more expensive than notebook.

(3)  Notebook computer has a screen with a higher resolution than desktop one.
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@ Buying a desktop computer is a better choice for the people who always stay

at home.

e Read the passage again. Can you tell your classmates what are the advantages of the desktop

computer in your own words?

Software is another name for programs. There are two kinds of software — system and application.
Without the former, your computer won’t run. And without the latter, your computer—no matter how
powerful—won’ t do much to help you run your business. With system
software, you get your computer going when you turn it on: writing
information to a disk, checking for viruses and a host of other activities.
Application software performs useful work such as word processing

and cost estimating. It is a key when deciding which computer system
you’1l buy.

o Read the passage above. How many kinds of software are there? What are they?

e Read the passage again and answer the following questions.
(1) What’s the software?

(2) What will happen to your computer if without system software?

(3) What does application software perform?

>

o Fill in the proper articles where necessary.
(1) Mrs. Brown tells
(2) My mum often tells me to be _____ honest person.
(3) Isthat ___ Martin’s house?

interesting story to children.

(4) ___ small park is near ___ my home. I often play with ___ friendsin ___ park.
(5) I'd like ___coffee for lunch. ‘
(6) Jim gave me pat on back.

(7) There are ___lots of foreigners living in China. Chinese people are friendly to them.
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(8) __ moon moves round _____earth.
(9) ____ Smiths usually leave _____homeearlyin___ morning and have ____ dinner together
at___ home at ___ night.
(10) Greg and Jessica are husband and ___ wife. They have ___ two children. The boy’s
name is John. The girl’s name is Fay. They all goto ____ school. Usually they goto
church on ____ Sunday.

Tips

«
Articles:
an+vowel He’ s an engineer.
a+consonant She’s a nurse.
(no article)+noun I live in Japan.
the+noun I have a pen.The pen is blue.
g
\_/

@ Match the questions (1) ~ (10) with the answers a~ j.

Meeting New Friends

(1) What’s your name? a. Sixteen.

(2) What’s your family name? b. Not bad, thank you. And you?
(3) What’s your first name and how to spell? c. Germany.

(4) How old are you? d. Sharon Bush.

(5) Where are you from? e. Ten to nine.

(6) Where do you study? f. Panda.

(7) How are you? g. Bush.

(8) What’s your hobby? h. Sharon. S-H-A-R-O-N, Sharon.
(9) What’s your favourite animal? 1. Drawing.

(10) What time is it? J- In No.9 Middle School.
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keyboard CPU input
printer monitor  output

driver mouse

hardware software

£1.2 The Application Software You Need

P VVarm ot

0 Complete the table below with the given words or phrases.

_—

Spreadsheet  Presentation  Graphics
Web authoring  Personal finance =~ Word processing

Desktop publishing  E-mail

What you want to do What kind of software Example
you need

* software Word
Create text (letters, term papers, etc.)

* software WordPerfect
Create photos * software PhotoDraw
Build a presentation * software PowerPoint
Build Web sites * software FrontPage
Communicate with other people * software Outlook
Manage personal information * software Organizer
Work with numbers, calculations,
and graphs * software Excel
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@ Complete the sentences below with the given verbs.
(1) Print Layout view shows / clicks how your page will look on paper.
(2) In the File Name text, show / enter the name you want to assign to the document file.
(3) Save / Double-click the document in a different folder or drive.
(4) Insert/ Save TARGET diskette in drive...
(5) File already exists / clicks.

R

Application software may be custom-made or packaged. It does end-users work,
such as database programs, word processors, spreadsheets, CAD and_(1) . Application
software runs on top of system software. The various users generate it in their

attempts to apply the computer to solving their problems. In general, their
needs fall into some mix of seven categories. If you are a writer or mainly create
documents, (2) are very useful. If you are an architect, (3) can help you create

and edit photos.

o Read the text above. Three phrases are missing. Complete the blanks (1) ~ (3) with the

phrases A~ C,
/\\A‘ﬁ\ o \o C
( B . N\ other commercial
A P word processing )i software packages
graphics . software and desktop

F\ publishing software |/

software //
\ /
\._/\\// /

e Read the text again. Tick (v ) the correct programs that application software consists of.
|:| A. operating system |:| B. word processors
D C. database I:] D. compilers

[ ] E. spreadsheet [ ] F.cap
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Accounting is rather boring because when you change one figure, you’ll have to Mirosoft

Excel

figure entered in cells, it’1l do the number crunching for you. And even create graphs of your data,

rework all the related figures accordingly. But now with spreadsheet software and

and sum up an entire column with several simple clicks.
Graphs can make it easier to see the difference between the data as well as their change. For
example, if you keep the worksheet to be words and numbers only, it’s not easy to compare the

difference between the planned sales and realized sales. But you’ll see at a glance to do it with

graphs.
Tempered Rods
Stress (psi) Bin Limits Frequency Count N
106 70 2 L\§
99 35 7
102 120 10
90 145 2
98 170 3
151 More,
115
g M u L |
133
20 Histogram of Tempered Glass Rod
8s Strengths (25psi bins)
112
100 12 =
s5 8
163 g 104 -
155 v
144 5 a4
80 9
101 3 & 6 9
93 "‘6
71 s 4 4
111
& .g 2 ; l——l
BNl i
=
70 95 120 145 170 More
Stress (psi)
n -

0 Read the text above. What are the key words of this passage?
@ Read the text again. Write T for True or F for False in the boxes.

(1)  Accountants are tired of their jobs without spreadsheet.

(2)  Spreadsheet is very helpful to the accounting.

(3)  Spreadsheet can’t create graphs of various data.

@ People can easily see the difference between the planned sales and realized

sales with graphs.
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e

o Change the given nouns into plural forms, if it is necessary.

(1) We should clean our (tooth) twice a day.
(2) Three
(3) Susan has many (hobby).
(4) Several
(5) There are two

(sheep) are missing after heavy storm.

(6) Ihave many
(7) Dr. Wang has saved a lot of

(subject) in this term.
(life).

(child) were sitting around their teacher.
(thousand) students in this college.

(8) These (potato) were from our farmer.
(9) Five (pound) of (apple), please.
(10) There is some (water) in the cup.
Tips
= @)
one desk two desks one box three boxes
one story four stories one leaf five leaves
one tomato six tomatoes one radio seven radios
one mouse eight mice some milk
Sy

&

@ Match the questions (1) ~ (8) with the answers a~ h.
Asking the Time
(1) Excuse me, what day is it today?
(2) What'’s the date today?
(3) When do you usually get up in the morning?
(4) How long does Mary watch TV play?

(5) How often does Peter have piano class?
(6) Today is your birthday, isn’t it?

a. Twice a week.
b. Autumn.

c. Two hours.

d. In 1987.

e. It’s November 16th.

f. Five past six.



