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THE CHINA DEFENCE LEAGUE

The Chinw Defenee | e hue s Central Committee in Hong Kong.

The objects of the laengue are twofold. First, to stimulate all lovers of peace and

democraey  throughout the world 1o stll grenter efforts in the provixion of medical and other
relief 1o China in her present ~truggle against Japanese segression.  Secondly, to enhance the
effect of such efforts by centrulization and co-ordination.

It in felt that foreign friendx of China are still inadequately provided with fucts about the
Far Eastern situation and are thus hampered in their task of enlisting sympathy and xupport
for China. 1t ix also only too spparent thut such support as hax been raised in the past ha
frequently fuwled to be distributed here in China cither in accordance with the greatest need
or with the wishex of itx contributors.

To fill these two gups: lack of facts for propaganda, and lack of co-ordination anc
supervision in the distributicn of funds und suppliex rained, is the aim of the China Defenc
League

All or i willing to perate with the league with & view to thus intensifying
and incrousing the effectiveness of foreign aid to China, ure invited to use the Central Committe
in Hong Kong (a) an a linixon between themselves and the elements in China to which they wisl
to rendur masistance; (b) as a source of advice and information.

Orgunizations al ly existing under another name, both those which exist wolely to hel)
China, and those for which ussistance to China in one of several activities, are invited either tc
reorganize in any way they see fit an national branches of the China Defence League. or tc
become affilited members of the League. In either caxe the Central Committee in Hong Konj
will be in the position of their agents on the spot in China through whom they may mor
effectively carry out their vbjectives.

In countriex where such organizations do not already exist, it is proposed that nationa
branches of the China Defence Leugue be met up. But it is emphasised that neither in the cas:
of aMliated organizations nor of League branches is any interference with their autonom;
proposed. The function of the Central Committee is to co-ordinate the activities, and help carr
out the common objectives, of the various organizaciuns, and not to control them. The differenc
between an affiliated organization and a League branch is one of name only. Both are equall
independent.

‘In “f capacity as a source of information for propagandists for China, the Centra
Committee issues a fortnightly news-letter to be sent to all affiliated organizations and Leagu
branches. It also provides on request information and material on special aspects of thi
Far Eastern situation.

But the primary function of the Central Committee is to act as a liaison betweer
lhe. needl_ of the Chinese people and the supplies, whether of cash or materials, contributed &
!er relief by foreign affiliated organizations or League branches. The Central Committe
|l?f0f!'|l these foreign organizations what is wanted, and sees that the funds or supplies raised ar
distributed according to the greatest need, or according to the wishes of the organizations tha
have raised them.

Organizations wishing to avail themselves of the means to increased effectiveness offerec
them »by membership of the League are asked to communicate with the Secretary, Centra
Committee of the China Defence League. ¢ o The Hungkong and Shanghai Bank, Hong Kong
No dues are payable. The services prosided by the Central Committee are free.

T. V. S0ONG (President).

Madame SUN YAT-SEN (Chairman).
HILDA SELWYN-CLARKE (Secretary).
N. H. FRANCE (Treasurer),

L. EPSTEIN (Publicitu).
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China has found in the new mass singing movement a source of scrength
to resist the enemy.

I am happy to learn that some of the finest songs are being mads
available to Americans in the recordings of Paul Robeson, voice of the
people of all lands, and our own Liw Liang-mo. who has taught o
nation of soldiers, guerrillas, farmers and road-builders to sing whils
they toil and fight,

May our old folk tunes and our new songs that blend the harmonies
of East and West be another bond between free peoples.

MADAME SUN YAT-SEN

CHEE LAI! (Arise!) is on the lips of millions of Chinese today, a sort
of unofficial national enthem, I am told, typifying the unconquerable
spirit of this people, It is a pleasure and a privilege to sing both this
song of modern composition and the old foll songs to which a nation
in struggle has put new words.

PAUL ROBESON

Music reflects the life and spirit of a people. The songs of free China,
therefore, are militant and full of spirit.

We have become a singing nation. Soldiers at the front, farmers in
the field, workers in the industrial cooperatives, laborers on the roads
—they are all singing. Singing teaches us to live better and fight bet-
ter, even to read the characters of the songs we love.
horus heard in these recordings is composed of young Chinese
in laundries, printing shops, restaurants, etc. Their voices
are entirely untrained; but this is a real people’s ehorus—the voice of

i
l the Chinese people,

foNew Chi

CHEE LAl

Three types of songs are represented in this album:—(1) folk tunes
in the ancient Chinese style; (2) music in the Occidental manner; (3)
songs that combine Oriental and Occidental tunes. Of the three, I think
the last-named has the brightest future in China. Blended songs do not
sound too strange to our ears, but neither do they have the weak and

| wailing quality of Eastern music. We do not wail today, for we know
1 that our fate rests in our own hands.
We are greatly honored by the collaboration of the world-famous
1 artist, Paul Robeson, and we are happy indeed to present these songs
to the American people. Listen, the Chinese people are singing!
| LIU LIANG-MO

S e §




1

XEELZRARKERAEY - A
BHAES IR T E [E E 2 A F
EEEMFEE, 5PEZA
REw(1941)

(B FE TR ) 550 H Bolh 26 3%
I MR Fr o RS - B A
EE, FEEZRARK FE L
EEALXRBIREGIE. KK
IRFER B b RLA), B R AR
EBNR WA DUR ) B8 — AR

flEER RIG%E

oy
RIKIEZ W Z EHIiH E R, 55
XTERGE LD BREKE VAR
(1939)

R T E R RAIERERE IR
1% i) A A i e B (1939)



