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Getting along with others

This unit introduces and develops the theme of how to get along with others. In Welcome to
the unit, students are presented with four pictures and four proverbs about friendship.
Students are expected to have a discussion based on these pictures. The Reading text is two
letters written to an agony aunt. Two students have fallen out with their best friends. They
write to an agony aunt for advice. Word power focuses on adjectives which describe people’s
personalities. In Grammar and usage, students will learn the to-infinitive, the bare infinitive
and the verb-ing form as a noun. Following is Task which deals with writing a letter to a
friend. Students will have the opportunity to practise their listening, speaking, reading and
writing skills. They will also learn how to write down the answers, how to express agreement
and disagreement, and how to proofread a text. In Project, students are asked to read a text
about teenage friendships, from which they will learn something about the differences
between teenage boys and teenage girls and get some practical advice on friendship.

This unit provides students with the opportunity to learn about getting along with others.
Students are expected to gain some insight into friendships and the problems friendship
might bring about. Students will also learn about understanding emotions in a text.

Integrated skills of listening,
speaking, reading and writing
are practised and reinforced.
Students are expected to fully
participate in the class to
further develop both their
language skills and the ability
of solving problems. This unit
also enables students to ask for
advice and discuss friendship.
Students are expected to apply
what they have learnt to
practical use by giving an oral
report on the different
attitudes to a variety of topics
between teenage boys and
girls.

Guide to pages

Sections of the unit

Student’s Book

Teacher’s Book

Welcome to the unit page 1 pages 3-5
Reading pages 2—-5 pages 59
Word power pages 6-7 pages 9-11
Grammar and usage pages 8-11 pages 11—14
Task pages 12—-17 pages 15-21
Project pages 18—19 pages 22-23
Self-assessment page 20 page 24




Topic

Interpersonal relationships and friendship

Functions

1 Describing friends and friendship
We have been best friends since primary school and spend almost every day with
each other.

I was determined to be cheerful, but Hannah sensed something was wrong.
Football is very important to me, but so is our friendship.

2 Describing feelings and emotions

I feel betrayed by my friend, Hannah.

I was so upset that I felt like crying.

He is usually really cheerful and outgoing, but he has been really quiet and looks
sad.

Vocabulary

betray, primary, academic, stupid, overlook, cheerful, admit, deliberately,
swear, forgive, tease, friendship, dilemma, brilliant, focus, absent-minded,
afterwards, yell, mean, guilty, cruel, stand, awkward, outgoing, apologize,
bitter, athletic, right, unlikely, blame, doubt, behaviour, embarrass, gifted,
strength, teammate, unfair, stubborn, ruin, delay, identity, daily, anxious,
suffer, practical, puzzle, apartment, absorb, attitude, consistent, worldwide,
respond, hesitate, hesitation, regardless

get along, keep one’s word, in trouble, focus on, as a result, in public, take
care, discourage... from doing sth., get through, in the world, one another

Grammar

1 To-infinitive & bare infinitive
To find a best friend is difficult.
I need to sleep for eight hours every night.
I asked him to come over.
I have a very important meeting to attend.
His intention was to cheer me.up.
My dad arranged some swimming lessons to surprise me.
Things seem to be getting better.
2 Verb-ing form as a noun
Swimming is good for your health.
My best friend Matthew has stopped talking to me.
Hannah must have deliberately told everyone about my mark after promising
not to.
As a result of his careless playing, we lost the game.
I can’t stand seeing our team lose.

Skills and
strategies

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

1 read two letters to a magazine agony aunt and a school magazine article
about teenage friendship

understand a conversation on a radio talk show

discuss friendship and practise agreeing and disagreeing

write a letter to a friend

expand vocabulary related to personality and friendship

Culture

Friends and friendship
English proverbs about friendship
Different attitudes teenage boys and girls have to friendships
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Welcome to the unit

People love to make friends and develop
friendships with others. In this section, four
different pictures are presented to students,
each of which represents a different view
and understanding of friendship. Students
are expected to fully participate in the
discussion about their criteria for a real
friend, how they get on with their friends
and the most important characteristics a
friend possesses.

Brainstorming

1

Review the phrase ‘get along with’. Ask
whether students know what the phrase
means. If they do, encourage one of
them to explain the phrase to other
students. It means ‘have a friendly
relationship with other people’.
Encourage students to make some
sentences using this phrase, e.g.,

I have never really got along well with my
cousin. We argue about everything.

We get along just fine. We have lots of
similar interests and hobbies.

Ask students to read the title of the unit
‘Getting along with others’ and tell them
that friends are a very important part of
their lives. This should activate students’
understanding of the unit topic. Then
ask students the following questions to
check their understanding:

How well do you get along with your
classmates?

How many good friends do you have?

Do you think it is important to have a good
relationship with others? Why?

How do you understand the concept of
‘friendship’?

In your opinion, what does a real friendship
consist of?

Sharing information

1

Before moving on to discuss the pictures,
encourage students to talk about the
meanings of the proverbs, so that you
can have a clear idea whether students
have understood them or not.

Have students read the instructions and
study the four pictures one by one. Ask
them to think about the proverbs and
what they reveal about friendship and
getting along with others. You can ask
students the following questions:
Picture 1

Where are the two girls?

What are they doing there?

How long do they spend speaking to each
other?

Do you think they enjoy each other’s
company?

How often do you meet up with your
friends?

Do you like spending time with your
friends?

What do you usually talk to your friends
about?

What do you think ‘Friends are thieves of
time.” means?
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Picture 2

What do you use a mirror for?

What is the girl on the left doing?

Do you think the girl on the right is a good
friend? Why?

How long have you known your best friend
for?

Does he/she know everything about you?
Does he/she give you advice often?

Does he/she point out your mistakes?

Do you think your friend influences you a
lot?

What do you think the proverb ‘The best
mirror is an old friend.” means?

Picture 3

What is the taller boy doing? Why does he
do so?

Why does the shorter boy look puzzled?

Do you think the shorter boy should take the
money from the taller boy? Why?

Do you think it is possible for a person to
buy friendship?

In your opinion, what is the base of a good
friendship?

Picture 4

Aristotle once said ‘A true friend is one soul
in two bodies.” Does this proverb imply the
same meaning as the one in this picture?
Do you think friends should be the same age
and share the same hobbies and interests?

After they discuss the four pictures, ask
students to think of their criteria for a
friend. You may provide the following for
students’ reference:

A friend is someone who

® s trustworthy.

® you respect and who respects you.

® is honest, affectionate and loving.

* shares your happiness and sorrow.

® accepts your differences.

* is devoted and loyal to you.

e s selfless.

If possible, encourage students to think
of some more proverbs related to

friendship. For example, there is a French
proverb ‘A life without a friend is a life

without a sun.’. Another English proverb
is ‘A man who has friends must show
himself friendly.’. Ask students what
they think these proverbs mean.

Ask one student to read the three
questions below the pictures to make
sure that everyone understands them.
Ask students to form groups of four to
discuss the three questions. Each student
should have a chance to speak. Ask
some students to report their answers to
the class.

- fegixng sad ?or her, bnngmg }oy and
- happiness to othersk is bliss. I Iove her

Ask students to read the passage in

Part B on page 95 in Workbook as their
homework. Have them think what is the
most important thing in making friends.




