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William Shakespeare

William Shakespeare was baptized on April 26,1564, in Stratford-on-
Avon, England, the third child of John Shakespeare, a well-to-do merchant, and
Mary Arden, his wife. Young William probably attended the Stratford grammar
school, where he learned English, Greek, and Latin. Historians aren’t sure of
the exact date of Shakespeare’s birth.

In 1582, Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway. By 1583 the couple
had a daughter, Susanna, and two years later the twins, Hamnet and Judith.
Somewhere between 1585 and 1592 Shakespeare went to London, where he
became first an actor and then a playwright. His acting company, The King’s
Men, appeared most often in the Globe theatre, a part of which Shakespeare
himself owned.

In all, Shakespeare is believed to have written thirty-seven plays, several
nondramatic poems and a number of sonnets. In 1611 when he left the active
life of the theatre, he returned to Stratford and became a country gentleman,
living in the second-largest house in town. For five years he lived a quiet
life. Then, on April 23, 1616, William Shakespeare died and was buried in
Trinity Church in Stratford. From his own time to the present, Shakespeare is
considered one of the greatest writers of the English-speaking world.
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The Tempest* howled and
huge waves threatened** to
sink the creaking wooden ship.

* storm
** warned, gave signs that something bad would happen

terrible rain fell from the

A A sky. N
2 \\;\\ Wind ripped at the sails.
. : \\ . . —— .
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WOTES

tempest ['tempist] n. #&Af, 5%
i, #HE

howl [haul] v. v&.=% , %L
huge [hju:d3z]a. E X&)
wave [werv] n. ik, HF
threaten ['Bretn] v. &, AT
sink [sik] v. (1) FiT, it
creak [kri:k] v. v% &5
wooden ['wudn] a. A&, 142 &)
terrible ['terabl] a.7T 4 &4, %] 2l &)
rip [rip] v. dhe, X4
sail [se1l] n. #R
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One of the sailors gave or-
ders to try to save the ship.

Take in those sails, men,
before we' re swamped*.

The ship belonged to King Alonso
of Naples who was returning from
a wedding party far across the sea.

.»

The storm had forced his ship far
from the other boats in the fleet.

IWOTES

sailor ['se1la(r)] n. # i, K5

save [serv] v. i #&, 4

swamp [swomp] v. &K

belong [br'lon] to & F

Naples ['neiplz] n. AR, &
KA G A TR,

wedding ['wedin] n. 44, 4§52

storm [sto:m] n. ERAFH, ERF

force [fo:s]v. #&#|, {248

fleet [fli:t] n. AL

frightened ['frartnd] a. & 1% 49

deck [dek] n. ¥ 4&, ALk

duke [dju:k] n. 2 #

Milan [m1'leen] n. £ %, & KAk
IR,

wise [waiz] a. % % 1)

trust [trast] v. f24£, 12 #i

advisor [ed'vaiza(r)|n. X B, /]

* sunk by huge waves
** helper

But King Alonso tried
not to be frightened.
He hurried across the
ship’s deck with his
son, Prince Ferdinand.

.

Behind them came
Sebastian, the
king’s brother, and
Antonio, who was
the Duke of Milan.

At the back of the
group was wise
Gonzalo, a trust-
ed Advisor** to
Alonso.



Sailor! | order
you to save this
ship!

Your Majesty,* we
are doing our best.
Please return to

your cabin and let
us work in peace.

Grumbling that he could
not command the waves,
King Alonso and his men
went below to wait out
the storm.

* a title for a king

Suddenly, several sailors burst into
the room. They were dripping wet
and very tired.

The ship is If | must die, | would

lost! It will rather have died on

soon split land. But there is
nothing we can do.

apart.
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WOTES

majesty ['maedzasti] n. E AL

do one’s best & & 7)

cabin ['keebin] n. A54&, N E

in peace “F&H, ZiFH

grumble ['grambl] v. 4&.7%, ik

command [ka'ma:nd] v. 44, 4&
1%

suddenly ['sadenli] ad. & A

burst [b3a:st] v. B &

burst into B A, % AKFF4s

drip [drip] v. # . & TF

split [split] v. 2 2. 4 FF
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WOTES
meanwhile ['mi:nwail] ad. F &,
St 18]
cave [kerv] n. i X
nearby [,n1a'bai]
a. ML ey, AR Y
island [‘'atland] n. £ 44
wizard ['wized] n. $ &, K+
understand [.Anda'steend]
v. i, T#
magic ['meedzik] n. ik, LA
believe [br'li:v] v. 41z, kA
harm [ha:m]n. 5%, i

Meanwhile, just outside his
cave on a nearby island, the
wizard* Prospero watched
the ship sink.

Very good! Everything is
going as | have planned it.

| heard them cry

out for help. Many
lives will be lost!

His daughter, the lovely Miranda,
could not understand why her
father used his magic to make a
storm.

-  ———————
Father, please stop this tempest!
That ship out there has sank!

It is too late now. But you [
must believe me that no
harm was done.

* a man who has studied magic and knows how to work with it



Dear daughter,
everything | have
done has been for
your good!

Yet you know nothing of

who you are—and who |

am—or was. Perhaps now
is the time to tell you.

EEREAE . HERENLIL, B
P —UIeT ERR A T IREF! 7
EEERE . “RERECH ST
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RHE? FFFERIZLEMN?
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TERETRE : ETIRAERIE, K
2K, SFFMFDK. BERE
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Wipe your tears,
Miranda, and sit
next to me. | will

{ tell you how we

first came to this

IWOTES
for one’s good # kASF, A EA
perhaps [pa'heeps]
ad. &, %5+
wipe [waip] v. 4, 5%
tear [tia(r)] n. #%8




"EREMRE . RAET, YRR Years ago, when you
EEN=SIHET, R2KEM were just a three- " Running the kingdom
N, " year-old child, | was | bored me. | found that kind

the Duke of Milan.

| of life very dull. . .!I"

CEGERERE . “GURX R i
RERIEE, BRRIXFAETEKR
A

LR Y “REREEMNETE
FEETRNBEEHHIE
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“...and |
longed to
study quietly
in my palace
library.”

WOTES
kingdom [kindem]n. £ &
bore [bo:(r)] v. &1L
dull[dal] a. TARE), A 569
longto 52, #2
quietly [kwaiastli] ad. -F#f#
palace [peelas| n. ‘& &
library [latbrari]

nB#HE, BHE




did.”

Why do you sit on the

throne, Antonio? Where L3 §
m——

is Duke Prospero?

/n’l/v/u{w/
__ ey N7 ¢

ng Alonso, | need
many of your soldiers

to help take the throne
of Milan away from my
brother Prospero.

e et

My brother wastes his

time reading books. Now

everyone in Milan must
take orders from me!

" After a while, Antonio decided that he liked being the duke. He
met secretly with King Alonso of Nap/es to steal my throne.”

(TTTE

| will help you,
| Antonio, but you
must tax much

| gold from your
people to pay for
_ the services of

| my army.
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NOTES

govern [gavn]v. A&, &2

throne [Broun] n. 4%, &%

waste [werst] v. i, #H4E

steal [sti:l]v. I, W5

soldier ['sauld3a(r)]
n.+%, £A

tax [teeks] v. xf--oo FEAR

pay [per] v. A+




'EEAAE . e, RAZBE

ER, ERBEEENFRSER " | was foolish to trust my brother to take care of Milan for me. |
AREXE, — X, BIEAEHEN was reading a book about sorcery* in the castle library when the
HEBEBOEH—AEESD, X guards came to take me away.”

R—Bf B 5B Tk, EEHE : 1

T Antonio and

ERHRE . “RERR, BRY Alonso from

SRR L] (RNATR Naples! Go

=ERE. “WERRMNESN | [ aWaY!
&, LREEES! DAY, M| |
ol

We give the orders
now, Prospero!

Guards, take him!

WOTES

foolish ['fu:lif] a. & &6y, Ké)
take care of X'/, B
sorcery ['so:sari] n. LA, EA
castle ['ka:sl] n. &%

guard [ga:d]n. ¥, & LK

* magic



”

/

" | realized then that |

My heart sank even more when

had lost my kingdom by
spending too much time
with my books.”

| have been a poor
ruler. |’ ve neglected* [
the good people of |
Milan.

Both | and my
daughter are
at your mercy.
What will you
do with us?

You shall
soon see, |
| Prospero. |

==\ AT

Let us rush to the f§
city docks.

* not paid enough attention to
** the place where ships load and unload their goods

set eyes upon you, Miranda.”

My little baby,|
come to me. |

” We were taken under guard to
Milan’ s waterfront** where we
were placed aboard a ship.”

| ESEHTRE . REEAEIRE,
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BER, RELXETANE
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SaE, WERRMEFAENER
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K=k, BB
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EERMFET . RITEELEHK
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O, BAEIRI LR T —AR
Ak "

IWOTES

realize [ritolaiz] v. &%, T/

spend [spend] v. i#H4£, ¥

ruler ['ru:la(r)] n. 44i&

neglect [nr'glekt] v. $&-F .
oS

mercy [ma:si] n. =&,

at one’s mercy feee oA Z
T, REL ¥ B

dock [dok] n. 53k, 53

waterfront ['wo:tafrant] n. 25k

aboard [a'bo:d] ad. ZA5( k4L,
)b, AR, F)
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WOTES

sail [se1l] v. ALf(F)

plot [plot] v. ##, %X

trace [treis] n. Jik, ¥7iF

cast [ka:st]v. 48, 4t

adrift [a'drift] a. @& i¥ 45, Fih

loyal ['lo1al] a. &k by, Esd

terrible ['terabl] a. #3549, T h#)

deed [di:d] n. /74, 4T

innocent ['tnasnt] a. #H&#, X
i

obey [a'ber] v. IRA, A

" It sailed for many
miles, far from any

4

sign of land.”

/

” Alonso and Antonio had plotted
the best way to kill us without

leaving a single trace.”

We cannot kill Pros-
pero ourselves. The
people of Milan still
love him and would
turn against us.

Very well, then.
We will cast
him adrift* and
claim he was
lost at sea.

" Gonzalo, the king’ s loyal advisor, was ordered to carry out this
terrible deed. It made him sad that two innocent** lives must

end.”

| do not like to do
this, Prospero, but |
must obey my king.

* set someone in a small boat on the open sea, often without supplies

** not guilty of any crime or wrongdoing




" But kind-hearted Jfjf———
Gonzalo had hid- |l Bless
den food, water, Gonze_zlo
clothes, and many for this.

important books of | Our lives
magic on our small
boat.”

may yet
be saved.

" | had just about given up
hope when we landed on
the coast of this island.”

e ——

* moved up and down with the movement of waves

" Our leaking boat bobbed* on
the sea like a cork. Soon, our
food and water were almost

” We found a cave to make
our home. For many months
| carefully read my books.
And It was then | found | had
my magic powers.”
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IWOTES

kind-hearted [kaind'ha:tid] a. 1=
PO SNy G|

hidden [‘hidn] v. ( hide#yid % %
3 ) fedk, [&wh

important [rm'po:tnt] a. £-&-49

bless [bles] v. #L4&, ik

leak [li:k] v. ik, Hik

bob [bob] v. [ & # ik £ TF ALK

cork [ko:k] n. # K&, K

give up 4 F-

land [leend] v. 3 #, ARk

carefully [keafali] ad. 1743, %@
S H

power ['paua(r)] n. it 71, A7)




