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It is one of China’s basic policies to carry out family planning. Over the past 50 years since the founding of New China, especially
since the reform and opening to the outside world, Party Committees and governments at all levels in Zhejiang Province have made
serious efforts to implement the policy of family planning made by the Party Central Committee and the State Council and attached
great importance to population and family planning work.

The top cadres of Party Committees and governments at various levels personally take charge of the family planning work, and
population and family planning program is integrated into the overall plan for social and economic development. In carrying out family
planning, we have adhered to the present policy, and the responsibility system with the management of population by objectives
remains unchanged.

Meanwhile, emphasis is put on information, communication, contraception and regular services. In the rural areas, family planning
work is closely integrated with economic development and the assistance to farmers in their endeavors to have happy families with
modern ethics and culture and better living conditions.

At the same time, great efforts has also been made to promote New Family Planning Program by providing excellent services and
advocating modern concepts of marriage and childbearing. In addition, the family planning work has always been managed accord-
ing to law. As a result, a favorable environment has been created in which different functional sectors are coordinated in the family
planning work with people from all walks of life fully mobilized into action.

In the past 20-odd years, women of childbearing age have been on the increase. However, the population growth has been under
effective control in Zhejiang Province. Since 1983 the total fertility rate has dropped under the replacement level, and since 1990s it
has been kept under 1.5. As a result, a turning point has appeared in history as regards to the population reproduction patterns. In
the past, we had high birth and low death rates resulting in a high growth rate. Now we have low birth and low death rates resulting
in a low growth rate. In this way, the population growth rate in this province is as low as that in developed countries.

Meanwhile, the family structure in both rural and urban areas basically changed. Large families have gradually given way to small
families. The average family size in a household has dropped from 3.96 to 2.99. Estimated by the fertility rate in 1970s, a population
of nearly 20 million has been reduced in the past two decades.

This album entitled “Zhejiang Province Has Kept a Low Fertility Rate Over the Past 20 Years” is compiled by Zhejiang Family
Planning Commission to show the achievements made in the population and family planning work with the joint efforts of both the
government and the people. It also marks a new starting point for us to do a better job of family planning. As we have entered a new
century, we must make fresh efforts to further promote population and family planning work. We must establish a comprehensive
management system for population and family planning in line with the socialist market economy system. Under that system man-
agement must be carried out according to law, village and neighborhood affairs should be run by villagers and residents themselves,
and excellent services in family planning program should be provided so that family planning will be advanced in an all-round way.
Moreover, the regulation and control system for population and family planning must be improved in line with the policies of social and
economic development, and innovative working methods should be encouraged. Our goal is to maintain a stable low fertility rate in
the future so that we will be able to create favorable conditions in the respect of population for modernizing Zhejiang in an all-round
way and carrying out the strategy of sustainable development in this province.

By Zhou Guofu
Vice Secretary of the Provincial Party Committee of Zhejiang
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In October 1999, President Jiang Zemin went on an inspection tour to Jiaxing of
north Zhejiang. He visited a model New Family Planning Program Acceptor. The
husband is named Zhang Chouxing. The family set a good example in birth control,
having fewer and healthier babies and getting rich through honest labor. Presi-

dent Jiang praised the couple highly when talking with them.
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In December 1999, Premier Zhu Rongji was
giving out an award to the representative of
the Family Planning Association of Sanmen
County in Zhejiang in the Great Hall of the
People in Beijing.
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Promote New Family Planning Program in an all-round
way, make fresh efforts to bring up a force of highly quali-
fied family planning workers, and provide excellent ser-
vices 50 as to further improve the work of family planning

in Zhejiang Province.

Peng Peiyun
July 10, 1998

Inscriptions by Peng Peiyun, Vice-Chairman
of the Standing Committee of the National
—— People’s Congress




Set up a professional ethics that encourages
the devotion to the work, and develop a down-

to-earth and innovative style of work.

Zhang Weiqing
November 8, 2001

Inscriptions by Zhang Weiqing, Director of the State Family Planning Commission
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Adbere to the family planning policy and improve
the population quality. That is the basic strategy

for the sustainable development in Zhejiang.

Zhang Dejiang
May 30, 2002

Inscriptions by Zhang Dejiang,| Party Secretary of Zhejiang Province




Fresh efforts should be made to stabilize a low fertility
rate and improve the quality of the new-born
population.

Cai Songyue

Inscriptions by Cai Songyue, Governor of Zhejiang Province
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