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1 The Delights of Books

b B KR .
John Lubbock

’l

1. accumulated adj. /R £ 45 2. weariness n. 5 #%

3. garret n. 18 4. sublime adj. E = #) ;% 5
5. roamv. % %% ; R 6. realm n. 473k ; L B

7. choral adj. 478 & 8. hymn n. 2%

9. garner up # £ , K&

D)
ooks are to mankind what memory is to the individual. They

contain the history of our race, the discoveries we have made, the




accumulated knowledge and experience of ages; they picture for us
the marvels and beauties of nature, help us in our difficulties,
comfort us in sorrow and in suffering, change hours of weariness
into moments of delight, store our minds with ideas, fill them with
good and happy thoughts, and lift us out of and above ourselves.
Many of those who have had,as we say,all that this world can
give , have yet told us they owed much of their purest happmess to
books'. Macaulay® had wealth and fame, rank and power, and yet he
tells us in his biography that he owed the happiest hours of his life to
books. He says, “If any one would make me the greatest king that
ever lived, with palaces and gardens and fine dinners, and wines and
coaches, and beautiful clothes, and hundreds of servants, on
condition that® I should not read books, I would not be a king; 1
would rather be a poor man in a garret with plenty of books than a
king who did not love reading. ”

Precious and priceless are the blessings which books scatter
around our daily paths. We walk in imagination with the noblest
spirits through the most sublime and enchanting regions*.

Without stirring from our firesides we may roam to the most
remote regions of the earth, or soar into realms when Spenser’s’
shapes of unearthly beauty flock to meet us, where Milton’s® angels
peal in our ears the choral hymns of Paradise. Science, art, literature,
philosophy, all that man has thought, all that man has done,— the
experience that has been bought with the sufferings of a hundred
generations,—all are garnered up for us in the world of books’.




1. Many of those who have had,as we say, all that this world
can give , have yet told us they owed much of their purest
happiness to books: # 2 At F A E AL T A EE R P
AN 2P & B, M AL R REERABH,

- 2. Rose Macaulay (1881~1958) £ & /it &

3. on condition that: £ 2

4. We walk in imagination with the noblest spirits through the
most sublime and enchanting regions: % /148 £ 5 & & % 65 A
BAT, AT R &G403%

5. Spenser(1552~99) 3 & i A :

6.Milton (1608~1674) 3 B # A . Paradise Lost #= Paradise
Regained %t t4 R &AF, % 6) J& & ¢ Paradise X B B35 &,

7. Science, art,literature, philosophy,all that man has thought,

all that man has done,—the experience that has been bought

with the sufferings of a hundred generations,—all are garnered

up for us in the world of books.# % , Z K, X FfHf F——A £
AW BR FTAGRE AR —RL—KRAR L RRG 2
Bey s AR —mARABMNBR T HEZF,

Listening Comprehension: Decide whether the following
statements are True or False.
1. Books play an important role in people’s lives in that it can

offer people a lot of pleasure.
2.Only by travelling can people appreciate the beauties of nature.
3.Books help us surpass ourselves and be a noble person.
4. Many of those who have had almost everything owe their greatest
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happiness to power and fame.

5. The happiest hours for Macaulay is to be a great king.

6. Macaulay would rather be a poor man with lots of books than be
a king who didn’t love reading.

7.Books enrich people’s imagination.

8. Valuable experience is acquired through many years’ hard work.
9. With books people can travel to the most remote regions of the
" earth without walking out of the house.

10.With books human beings can pass down their knowledge and
experience from one generation to another.
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1. appreciative adj. & % #

3. symmetry n. }#R

5. velvety texture £ 2% % #4 Jf 3
7. lush adj. % %, &

9. luxurious adj. % % & ; 515 &
11. panorama n. &%

13. sluggish adj. # & #

have often thought it would be a blessing if each human being

o =,
* 2. Three Days to See

2. incredulous adj. R 484% &

4, birch n. & #

6. convolution n. % # ; &% 4 #
8. spongy adj. A # #9

10. pageant n. & $

12. dormant adj. 4k B&. &

14. faculty n. E £t




were striken blind and deaf for a few days at some time during his
early adult life. Darkness would make him more appreciative of
sight, silence would teach him the joys of sound.

Now and then' I have tested my seeing friends to discover what
they see. Recently I was visited by a very good friend who had just
¢ returned from a long walk in the woods, and I asked her what she
had observed. “Nothing in particular, ” she replied. I might have
been incredulous had I not been accustomed to such responses, for
long ago I became convinced that the seeing see little?.

How was it possible, I asked myself, to walk for an hour
through the woods and see nothing worthy of note? I who cannot see
find hundreds of things to interest me through mere touch. I feel the
7 delicate symmetry of a leaf. I pass my hands lovingly about the
smooth skin of a silver birch, of the rough bark of a pine. In spring I
touch the branches of trees hopefully in search of a bud, the first sign
of awakening Nature after her winter’s sleep. I feel the delightful,
velvety texture of a flower, and, discover its remarkable
convolutions; and something of the miracle of Nature is revealed to
me. Occasionally, if I am very fortunate, I place my hand gently on a
small tree and feel the happy quiver of a bird in full song. I am
delighted to have the cool waters of a brook rush through my open
fingers. To me a lush carpet of pine needles or spongy grass is more
welcome than the most luxurious Persian rug. To me the pageant of
seasons is a thrilling and unending drama, the action of which
streams through my finger tips®. -

At times my heart cries out with longing to see all these things.




If I can get so much pleasure from mere touch, how much more
beauty must be revealed by sight. Yet, those who have eyes
apparently see little. The panorama of color and action which fills
the world is taken for granted®. It is human perhaps, to appreciate
little that which we have and to long for that which we have not,
but it is a great pity that in the world of light the gift of sight is used
only as a mere convenience rather than as a means of adding
fullness to life.

If I were the president of a university, I should establish a
compulsory course’ in “How to Use Your Eyes”. The professor
would try to show his pupils how they could add joy to their lives by
really seeing what passes unnoticed before them. He would try to
awake their dormant and sluggish faculties.

1. now and then: & R &

2.1 might have been incredulous had I not been accustomed to such
responses, for long ago I became convinced that the seeing
see little. ER R NI HHGEE I A A F , R EFEAELL,
BAAM R AR Joil , FRLGALE AN G/,

3.To me the pageant of seasons is a thrilling and unending drama,
the action of which streams through my finger tips. % & ., 4
WEHHFFERA—HMIACHARLLGEE, —BE
WERGIEE EEL AT,

4. The panorama of color and action which fills the world is taken
for granted. @ xF Z X+ E QIS E R X F R, MAH FE,

5.compulsory course: 54 14-#%
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Listening Comprehension: Decide whether the following

statements are True or False.

1. According to the author, the better one’s eyesight is, the more
he sees.

2.1t would be a great misfortune if a man were blind or deaf for
some days.

3. A blind person can feel the miracle of nature through mere touch.

4.Human beings always pursue what they have not and take for
granted what they have.

5. A blind person has little access to the beauty of the nature.

6.The author believes that the seeing are less sensitive to the
wonders of the nature than are the blind.

7.1t’ s the nature of human beings to treasure what they have.

8.Most seeing people use their eyes as a way to enrich their lives.

9.1If a man takes interest in many seemingly common things, he can
add joys to his life.

10.The author wishes to set an elective course in the university to

teach the students how to use their eyes.
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1. martians n. X 2 A 2. Venusians n. 2 2 A
3. erase v. k& 4. assess v. 4
5.empathy n. A\, BB AN 6.nurturev. £ F , & 5H
7. competency n. & A

8. unsolicited adj. K 2% K 85 ; 5 &
9. touchy adj. % # ¢4 , E B 84

10. instinctively adv. & g 3

11. goal-oriented adj. vA B # % & 8
12. intuitive adj. H #4409




