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Introduction:

A Reflection on Studying History

Willard J. Peterson

In his introduction to this book, Professor Chou Chih-ping cites
Professor Yu Ying-shih’s use of Chou Liang-kung’s seventeenth-century
account of the bird who, when asked why he is dropping water from his
feathers onto a raging fire on a mountain even though he knows the amount
of water is insufficient, explains that having nested on that particular
mountain, he cannot bear to see it burn. This is a potent image. We should
notice that Chou Liang-kung’s story refers to a great fire on the mountain
(s ¥ %K), which evokes the Hsiang( % )of the Lii(#& )Hexagram, which
is “Fire on the mountain.”(\ly £ # X )

As Professor Chou Chih-ping points out, Professor Yu Ying-shih used
the story to analogize the need to do something to help, whatever the effects
might turn out to be. In the simplest, perhaps overly simplified terms, the
analogues are Professor Yu Ying-shih as the bird, his actions and his words,
especially in his writings, as the water, and “China” (the problematic term
here) as the mountain on fire. The reader no doubt can provide other
applications of the analogy.

I would like to turn the analogy to the project that resulted in the
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chapters presented in this book. I would take the vulnerability of the Chinese
cultural tradition as the mountain, the authors of the essays collected here as
small birds, and the essays themselves as water droplets, however inadequate
they might appear. What do I mean?

When Professor Chou Chih-ping and I determined to assemble scholars
to honor Professor Yu Ying-shih on the occasion of his retirement from the
faculty of Princeton University, we realized that we had to set arbitrary
restrictions in order to have a manageable number of participants. Instead of
inviting scholars in all the fields of Chinese studies in which Professor Yu
Ying-shih has made, and continues to make, monumental contributions, we
would only invite papers from scholars who had been graduate students
under his direction at the University of Michigan, Harvard University, Yale
University, and Princeton University, at all of which he held faculty
appointments. We left out graduate students and colleagues at many other
institutions whom he advised and nurtured. We grouped the contributors of
papers into panels on Chinese history, and then asked some of Professor Yu
Ying-shih’s faculty colleagues at Princeton to serve as discussants; some of
us subsequently added essays to this project. We also invited representatives
from Professor Yu Ying-shih’s non-Princeton institutions to serve as chairs
of the panel sessions and as discussants at a final panel on present-day
implications of China’s past. We were thus led to the title, China’s Present,
China’s Past, to reflect the conference at which the papers were presented in
May 2001.

China’s past in China’s present also reflects a characteristic in Professor
Yu Ying-shih’s own published work on China, which includes Chinese
cultural traditions, Chinese history, Chinese literature, and Chinese politics.

There is a vast literature on the uses of history, the uses of the past, the
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contemporary relevance of past events, and so on. Historians are never
innocent of purpose, even if they are ignorant of implications. Beginning at
least with the early documents transmitted in the Shu ching( E4 » &%),
the past(ku & )is cited to explain and moderate the present(chin 4-). As
historiographical traditions develop, with various sub-genres and varying
standards of accuracy, toleration of emendation and distortion, and literary
quality, history writers in China were not expected, at least not before
contacts with some later European traditions, routinely to shut their present-
day eyes and look only at the past. The act of writing about some aspect,
however detailed, of the history of the tradition is to add to that vital
historical tradition, and in an important sense, that historical tradition is a
major component of our present idea of China( % B ), This is a "use of the
past" that is fundamental.

Through the twentieth century, challenges to the historical tradition that
may have been construed as “China” came from several quarters, including
some modernizers and patriots. To recall the analogy of the bird dropping
water from its feathers, if we take ongoing threats to the integrity of the
historical tradition as fire on the mountain, then Historian Yu must try to put
out the fire without knowing the long-term effect of his efforts.

We should be optimistic. The historical tradition, the use of the past to
create “China”, has been maintained for thousands of years, mountains do
not easily burn down. Second, Historian Yu has contributed massively, in
terms of the numbers of his books, articles and lectures, and broadly, in terms
of the topics, periods and source materials he has ranged over in his research,
and deeply, in terms of the density of detail he has discovered and the
profundity of his insights, to the maintenance and strengthening of historians’

understanding of the tradition; in an age of ambivalence, doubt and post-
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modern posing, Historian Yu has succeeded in writing history that is
evidenced and judicious. Read his books. This book illustrates the third
reason for optimism.There are ongoing generations of historians who take up
the task of wetting their feathers(which now normally means immersing
themselves in the labor of acquiring a Ph.D.)and dropping some water to try
to put out the fire of anti-historical thinking and practice. In different ways
and different degrees, all of the contributors of this collection of papers are
demonstrating, however inadequately, respect for Professor Yu Ying-shih as
Historian. I leave it to each reader to judge how the individual papers use

China’s past to resonate with issues in China’s present.



IS | B —— SRS A B RIS oo i
Introduction: A Reflection on Studying History (Willard J. Peterson) - v
SRREL  h R IR B A [ BRSO L R e 1
N B 113112 Y gl | RS ER RS 19
B E% BRI e 39
Jo-shui Chen : Anti-Buddhism and Intellectual Conditions in Sixth and
Seventh Century China « - wsssesseessessssossssmssmssisssssissss e 97
B 48 AP RIMT S S S TR BGERR TG -+ rveeveeeees oo 121

Hoyt Cleveland Tillman : Praying to the Spirit of Confucius and
Claiming the Transmission of the Way: Linking Zhu Xi’s

Views on Guishen and the Daotong - 159
David Gedalecia : The Tseng Tien Spirit - - -wreseessessessesssessuseniseescnss 205
BB ¢ R BINNEAR RN (EE IR ) ——(EBA Sy

% ................................................................................................ 249
WOMR | IERHETR—t B RE | BERAHEZ R 283



X BLFEMIk—SEARARLRRXL

Thomas H. C. Lee : Alphonsus Vagnoni and His Western Learning on
Personal Cultivation: The First Introduction of St. Thomas’s
Ethlcal Ideas in Chinese .............................................................. 347

Willard J. Peterson : Changing Literati Attitudes toward New Learning in

Astronomy and Mathematics in Early Qing. ««-eeeemeermeeeinenn 379
THFR © BVIEARRIR OB TR — AR - FEEEs - £

BEETREL s s o s s 5PN R 405
REGH © SRR —ALRRTR "B ERRNENEERREEH .. 457
FEVESZE & BHSRIAAIRT 2B BT <vevereons remssnssenssmnsonsssmmssmmssasoasesossposesssssssss osspss 507

FEBE— + RBISRT AR BT S PH S T - 537
Fong-ching Chen : Some Thoughts on the Significance of Confucianism
in the NCW Mlllennlum ............................................................... 567

2 Tt Pl SRS EIA «oii sisisssnsranmecscamssnessnmacmsanseneasnass osnsassenss seranmass 581



B 1% 2 S o A 1 SR
B

X F 1
EBPUABERE

Un\t

— N

FER LBk T - —(EREERNEREE  — A EREEERET
erpfE ARG BB o T R EEEES ) R (R K ®E
BEdy) | B -EARRENET S H > BECATHAN
CSp B, A AR A SO B e R R b 2 e TGS
Huntington)ffy ( SCHIiZEER {H WAk PP ) * MEERRELN - FT
S E LS R S 3k 5 Ay HRE (a civilizational paradigm) Airf it

| The First Global Revolution, by Club of Rome(1992).

2 %Roland Robertson, “Global Theory and Civilization Analysis,” in his Globalization
(London: Sage Publications, 1992), pp.129-137.

3 The Clash of Civilizations and Re-making of World Order(NY: Simon & Schuster,
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5 Benjamin Schwartz, “The Primacy of Political Order in East Asian Societies: Some
Preliminary Generalizations,” in S. R. Schram ed., Foundations and Limits of State
Power in China(Hong Kong: The Chinese University of Hong Kong Press, 1987),
p.2.

6 Max Weber, The Religion of China(NY: The Free Press, 1964), p.31.
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