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. Clothes are an immediate signal to others about what kind of persons we are,
for they could tell about our taste, interest and social status, etc. What else
do you think clothes could say about us?

. ‘What different roles do you think clothes might play in ancient times and nowadays?

Do you often have no idea about what to wear for a special occasion? If yes,
Voice your reasons.

Text

You Are What You Wear
Study the politics of clothes among women with disabilities
By Jennifer Fong

[1] Ask any married woman what she cherishes most in her wardrobe
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and she will likely say her wedding gown. Although worn only
once, that dress above all others is the most special.

[2] Clothes reveal a lot about who we are, whether it's a tailored
suit for the office or a pair of sweatpants for a Sunday afternoon
at home. Kathryn Church of Ryerson’s School of Disability
Studies® knows this well: her mother has sewn wedding dresses

2 community for over four

for women in her small Alberta
decades. Exploring her mother’s work led Dr. Church to think
about the role clothing plays in contemporary social relations.
With funding from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council of Canada® (SSHRC) , she launched “Into and Out of
the Closet: Discovering the Lifeworlds of Disabled Women

Through Their Clothing”.

" [3] “[The concept] hit me like a ton of bricks,” says Dr. Church. “Why
am [ thinking that clothing has nothing to do with disability? Every
person with a disability has to get dressed in the morning like
everybody else does. The idea was that I could bring those two
together in a way that had never been done before.”

L4] To gather data for her project; Dr. Church will interview
~ approximately 100 women with disabilities over the next three years

to learn what their clothing says about their place in society. By

~ exploring the women's closets and listening to. their stories, Dr.
Church hopes to gain insight into how women with disabilities
_ present themselves to a world that may not welcome their different
,‘j;bodies “[The idea] is deeply attached to real materials, real

gtexmres and the reai fabrics of people s hves,” she explains.

hurch rst reahzed this when a Children 5 Ald Somety ‘worker
: c :kwith disabiimes sometimes carry their clothes



(6]

[7]

[8]

[9]

in garbage bags when moving between foster homes. “All of the
clothing is hand-me-downs®, second-or third-hand. They don't fit,
they’re not fashionable and they’re not clothes that children would
choose for themselves. [ The situation] represents the social neglect
that this particular group of kids experiences,” she says.

In a similar vein, Dr. Church will analyze — through clothing —
the lived experiences of the women she interviews. “What can this
‘wardrobe moment’ teach us about the social circumstances of
women with disabilities, how their lives are organized [and] the
social relations that shape their experience of being in the world?”
she asks.

If funding permits, Dr. Church will reveal the results of her
research in an “analytic fashion show”.

“We want the data to be publicly accessible,” she says. “Why
should a study like this be written up in terms that are not
understandable beyond academia, and not accessible to people who

are interested? We want [ the research], in that sense, to be a piece
of activism.”

“Into and Out of the Closet” is not the first time Dr. Church has
combined her interest in disability research with the arts. In 2003,
she contributed to Disability Arts and Culture: Review of the
Literature , a wide-ranging look at the print, film and performance
work of artists, scholars and activists with disabilities. Sponsored
by the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration, the project
led to her first research initiative at Ryerson, “Lights ...
Camera ... Attitude! Introducing Diéability Arts and Culture”.
This report and short DVD focused on different aspects of the world
of disability arts and provided a significant launch to Dr. Church'’s
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work at Ryerson. Before joining the University, her accomplishments
included work on the National Film Board documentary, Working
Like Crazy, and a national touring exhibit that honored her
mother’s bridal dress creations and explored larger issues of gender

and generations.

[10] Today, Dr. Church is active in a number of research projects
including “New Partnerships for New Times: Creating Learning
Resources for Personal Support Workers in the Global Economy”,
sponsored by Human Resources and Social Development. This
initiative aims to produce learning resources for students training to
be personal support workers for pecple with disabilities. She also
participates in the project “ Doing Disability at the Bank:
Discovering the Work of Informal Learning/Teaching Done by
Disabled Bank Employees”. Sponsored by SSHRC, the case study
involves speaking with employees with disabilities in the financial
sector about the kinds of informal learning they must do to be
successful in a corporate environment.

[11] “What I am attempting to do as a researcher is profile the expertise
of people with disabilities from various walks of life about ‘the way
things work’ across a range of circumstances and environments in

. which they live and work,” says Dr. Church. “Among other
“things®, my goal is to contribute to a broader, more complex and
~ less stereotypical view of disability.”

(802 words)

SZ. ] Notes
-
1. Ryerson’s School of Disability Studies: It was established at the University
of Ryerson in 1999, and it is the first in Canada to offer a degree education that
is strongly rooted in a disability studies perspective.



Unit One

. Alberta: one of the three prairie provinces in western Canada which rich in oil
and natural gas and minerals.

. Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada: a federal
agency that promotes and supports university-based research and training in the
humanities and social sciences.

. Children’s Aid Society: one of the 53 corporate Children’s Aid Societies in
Canada, ensuring provision of child protection services and investigating into
physical abuse, sexual abuse, and neglect of children, and assessing the level
of risk children may face.

. hand-me-downs: used or second-hand goods, mostly clothes that are passed
on from the elder brothers or sisters to the younger siblings.

. among other things: besides other reasons/matters/things % 7 | #5 (B K /¥
I EI TR

e.g. Why is Guangdong Province so Prosperous? Historical links to the overseas
Chinese, among other things, play an important role.

Clossary
academia / acko'dirmia/ n. the academic world % K F; & K
285
accessible /sk'sesabl/ adj. capable of being reached; available %
5 &R
activism /'ektivizom/ n. a policy of taking direct and militant

action to achieve a political or social
goal A78h(% —) St & 3L

approximately /s'proksimatli/ adv. close to; about k%

cherish /'iferif/ v. to show great tenderness for; to treasure
2%

contemporary /ken'temporori/ adj.  belonging to the present time % 4X.#%,
AR

corporate /'koperit/ adj. of or belonging to a corporation /A
] 64
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council /'kaunsil/ n.

documentary /dokju'mentart/ n.

foster /'fosts/ adj.

gown /gaun/ n.

humanity /hju:'msentti/ ».
initiative /1'nifistiv/ n.
sponsor /'sponsa/ v.
stereotypical /stera'tipikl/ adj.
sweatpants /'swetpesents/ n.

tailored /'terlad/ adj.

texture /'tekstfa/ n.
wardrobe /'wodraub/ n.

be accessible to

be attached to

in that sense
participate in

when it comes to sth,
write up

to be reachable or attainable
to be labeled as part of

in that case

to take part in

when talking about sth.

to write in complete form

a body serving in an administrative
capacity £ R 4,2 F4&

a film or TV program presenting the
R A

providing parental care though not

facts about a person or event

related by blood or legal ties; adopted
KR8y 3 F8Y

long, usually formal, woman’s dress %
KR ; #LIR

the quality of being humane
1~ &

the first of a series of actions

A,

#}F R
&AL B Bh
lacking spontaneity or originality or
individuality F&#L&, E—Fw
loose-fitting trousers with elastic cuffs
TAN KB Shik
HHw, &

to financially support

worn for sports
exclusively made for sb.
k)

the feel of a surface or a fabric ¥

a tall piece of furniture that provides

storage space for clothes & 48, & 48

Phrases and Expressions
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Section 1

Directions: Answer the following questions or complete the following statements
by choosing the best alternative A, B, Cor D.
1. The passage is primarily concerned with
A. the findings of researches on the disabled women through their clothing
B. discrimination in clothing design against women with disabilities
C. attempts to unveil the life of the disabled women in the respect of

clothing

D. the social status of the disabled women demonstrated in their clothing
2. The word “hit” in Paragraph 3 is closest in meaning to “ .

A. struck a blow B. dawned on

C. left a deep impression D. helped to understand
3. The words “those two” in Paragraph 3 refer to .

A. clothing and disability B. data and project

C. concept and reality D. people and dresses

4. Read the following passage (Paragraph 5 from the text) and try to find

where the italicized sentence could be added to.
In essence, when it comes to clothing, the medium is the message .

(D Dr. Church first realized this when a Children’s Aid Society worker told
her that children with disabilities sometimes carry their clothes in garbage
bags when moving between foster homes. @ “All of the clothing is hand-me-
downs, second- or third-hand. @ They don’t fit, they’re not fashionable and
they’re not clothes that children would choose for themselves. @ [ The
situation] represents the social neglect that this particular group of kids
experiences,” she says.
Where would the sentence best fit?

A D B. ® C.® D. &
5. The word “vein” in Paragraph 6 is closest in meaning to “ .
A. impulse B. aspiration C. style D. expectation




