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Passage 1

Save the Jungle — Save the World

1.The so-called Jungle chopulaf imagination, the tropical rain forest belt stretching
1




around our planet at the Equator, has taken some 60 million years to evolve to its pre-
sent state. It is, quite simply, the most complex, most important ecosystem on earth.

2.Homo Faber, Man the Builder, has tragically always seen the jungle as something
alien, an environ/ment 1o be vanquished, replaced with his own constructions. In the
past twenty years the rate of pillage has increased alarmingly and huge tracts of ver-
dant, beautiful forest - an irreplaceable treasure house of living things — has given way,
often, to wasteland. The evidence is that Man will redouble his destructive efforts until
the forest ‘system’ is smashed, and the jungle will function no more.

3. Many experts gloomily predict that the tropical rain forests will finally vanish. What then
are the burning reasons that drive men to destroy our monumental inheritance? The ar-
guments we hear are generally short-term economic ones.

4.“We need the land for people,” runs an argument. Well, many people already inhabit
the tropical forest belt. There, native tribes have their own ‘low-impact’ life style,
hunting, trapping, practising a little cultivation. Perhaps not idyllic, it is nevertheless a
life style that does not endahger the forest ecosystem.

5.We stress little cultivation because, paradoxically, the forest soil is often infertile; trees
and green plants thrive on the compest of their fallen foliage, which is rapidly broken
down and recycled as nutrients. So when the jungle is cleared to plant crops, there is
no means of putting fertility back into the soil. Therefore, the crop yield is meagre , and
brief: the soil soon makes its point. Erosion and flooding also tend to follow deforesta-
tion. ;

6.“We need the timber; we need the animals for food, pelts and of course for sport,” is
another argument. Well, the forests have always been generous with their riches — so
far as they are able. They are not limitless. They are being exhausted - at ever-increas-
ing speed — and the habitats of innumerable other species of both flora and fauna are de-
stroyed as a side effect. :

7.Good husbandry - forest ecology, wisdom in planning, less greed and stupidity ~ could
keep Man and the delicate rain forest relationship in balance indefinitely. This is our last
great store house ... our last wonderland.

BEXEPRIBEEN FTHEEE(RMRIPEES)NER, EESEENEHE,
(BRAAEF) A
a)The so-called Jungle of popular imagination
(paragraph 1)
b)Homo Faber (paragraph 2)
c) ‘low-impact’ life style (paragraph 4)
d)Good husbandry (paragraph 7)
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Passagé 2
Last year 600,000 children in Britain posted letters to Father Christmas. Santa’s faith-
ful trustees, the postmen of the Royal Mail, duly carted them off to the North Pole ( aka

an Edinburgh sorting-office) , and sent back replies to each one in time for Christmas. The
result: another 600,000 satisfied customers for the Post Office. ’

Passage 3

The chemist and chemical engineer Alfred Nobel made a very important contribution to
civilisation a century ago, when he invented dynamite, a safe high explosive incorporating
nitro-glycerine, and also invented the blasting cap, a device for detonating high explo-
sives. These inventions have permitted many of the great structures characteristic of our
modern civilisation to be made. '

ERBRELHANEEREELFFERNITE, B8 0 AR R BRI
FEEXZH, RAEFRETHACFE, REMKIITDENEET L, (FRLEER)

Passage 4

' Why should caterpillars evolve to resemble catkins or twigs? Greene believes the
camouflage helps protect the caterpillars from predation by birds. (Greene himself had a
hard time finding his caterpillars on trees; they blended in so well.) He found that birds

chow down heavily on other, non-camouflaged caterpillars in his study area. '

4 HOBIT B, SRl LB T R, L TE WA £ S TR F AR R Rt
AR AT, |
S RRT LB, Rk AR R, (SEAER)

Passage 5
Most scuba divers learn their basic skills in an ordinary swimming pool. Pool classes
familiarise the students with their equipment. In addition, pupils practice the various diving

procedures, including the Buddy System, never diving without a partner.
What is the meaning of the Buddy System?

Passage 6

Scientist in Maryland are issuing ID tags to smoke particles from coal-fired power
3




plants. With these environmental vandals tagged, scientists can* tell exactly which
smokestack each particles came from. They’ !l be able to measure how much each power
plant is con'c_ributihg 1o acid rain and other environmental problems.

What does the word vandais stand for?

Passage 7

Automobile accidents are as familiar as the common cold but far more deadly. Yet
their cause and control remain a serious problem difficult to solve.

Experts have long recognized that this discouraging problem has multiple causes; at
the very least, it is a “driver-vehicle-roadway” problem. If all drivers exercised good judg-
ment at all times, there would be few accidents. But this is rather like saying that if all
people were virtuous, there would be no crime.

Improved design has helped make highways relatively much safer. But the tide of ac-
cidents continues to rise because of “man-failure” and an enormous increase in the num-
ber of automobiles on the road.

Attention is now turning increasingly to the third member of the accident-triangle, the
car itself. Assuming that accidents are bound to occur, people want to know how cars
can be built better to protect the occupants.

What does the word triangle stand for?

YR EREREXENOL2EBRAXFENER, — xR RIS LB E
EHBEARMEERFRHROAER, SRR I8 25 1 25 1 3R 3 145 3 i
HEW .
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Passage 8

To American farmers in 1985, a bumper harvest had been a blessing as well as a
headache, and it looked as if the 1986 harvest would break records. The manager of the
elevator where Tom would sell some of his grain told him ‘that there appeared to be insuffi-
cient storage space for the new crop. Commercial elevators were setting their quality
standards higher than usual and giving first call on storage space to customers who bought
fertiliser from them. This year Tom’s elevator wouldn’ t accept corn with more than 20
percent moisture and would pay less for anything with above 15 percent. From day to day
Tom drove to one or another of his fields, where he would pick an ear of corn and shell it
into a small canister he carried that contained a battery-powered moisture-testing unit. He
wouldn’t start combining until the moisture in the corn in his most mature field was below
22 percent. '

The elevator in the passage refers to a
4 .



store faor selting grain and fertiliser
machine for lifting things

company dealing with grain transactions
storehouse for grain
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( ) alien (paragraph 2)
) pillage (paragraph 2)
) gloomily (paragraph 3)
) monumental (paragraph 3)
) thrive (paragraph 5)
) meagre (paragraph 5)
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Passage 9

Doodles
Forget psychiatrists ~ analyse yourself with the help of doodles

1. Most doodles are done unconsciously when you are holding a pen in your hand and just
happen to start scribbling. However, there is more to these “diagrams of the uncon-
scious” than meets the eye. Free from the restriction of the conscious mind, they can
be a useful insight into your character and personality, revealing many lmportant aspects
of your secret hopes, ambitions, fears and dreams. :

2. Faces are a sign of sociability or lack of it. If you doodle happy, smiling faces, you have
a friendly, out-going disposition which people respond to, and you enjoy an active social
life. You also have a tendency to be sentimental. If your faces are grumpy , this may in-
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dicate anti-social tendencies. Faces looking to the right are a sign of gregariousness and
anticipation about the future, to the left, a sign of shyness and reserve.

3.Bare or narrow trees show a lack of warmth, while landscapes demonstrate coldness
and spiritual weariness. You’ ve probably been disappointed in love or could even be
suffering from a minor ailment that needs attention.

4. Confused lines and squiggles show that you’re a bit of a muddlehead , lacking the organ-
isational ability to cope with everyday living. This makes for chacs and a lack of self-con-

trol.

5.Houses are wish-fulfilment doodles indicating a desire for a home, family, children and
happiness. How you doodle your house is important. If you have curtains at the win-
dow , smoke coming out of the chimney, little trees, flowers, figures, a path or a
fence, you are seeking emotional security and a happy, fulfilled marriage away from the
outside world. Beware of becoming too complacent. If your house is stark and bare
with no embellishments or signs of life, no door or garden, you’ re lacking love and
warmth in your life.

6. Filled in or shaded doodles with heavy pressure are often a sign of aggression or anger.
The heavier the pressure the more angry you feel; the lighter the pressure the more
likely you will be to use sarcasm and a highly-developed critical faculty as a defensive
measure.

7. 1f your doodle resembles a web, you are making a cry for help in solving a problem. You
feel trapped, and are seeking a way out; perhaps.you even want to travel, try out new
ideas and spread your wings. But you lack confidence to step out into the world on your
own because of the web you’ve created around you.

8.Knives, daggers, guns, or thin and angular strokes show aggressive behaviour patterns
and sometimes even sadistic tendencies. Such things as whips and instruments of tor-
ture can reveal ;mflggyg_masochistic tendencies.

9. Heavy lined shapes are often a sign that you’ ve built a barrier between yoursetf and the
external world. You keep your emotions in tight check because you feel that you can’t
cope with them and yet underneath that carefully erected barrier you know that once
you meet the right person all will be well.

10. Hearts, flowers, animals with furry coats, entwined letters and groups of faces indi-
cate that you’re in love. You enjoy day-dreaming, and building castles in the air. Sen-
timental, kind, affectionate and spontaneous in your emotions, you long to belong to
someone special.

% A TEERAXZESEH KA RF(BSETES). BEEACHEE SERE
Ewﬂ@ﬂt{ EEREESMANENESE, (BELAERE)
1. ( ) grumpy (paragraph 2)
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) gregariousness (paragraph 2)
) ailment (paragraph 3)

) muddlehead (paragraph 4)

) embellishments (paragraph 5)
) inherent (paragraph 8)
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1) grumpy (paragraph 2)

A parson who looks grumpy is probably
8. bad-tempered
b. cheerful
c. stupid _

2) gregariousness (paragraph 2)

Faces looking to the right probably mean the opposite of faces looking to the left. So the

word probably means something like:--
a. being careful
by. being sociable
c. being pessimistic

3) ailment (paragraph 3)

This is probably something which makes you feel--
4. unhappy
b. well
< i

'4) muddlehead (paragraph 4)

Someone who is a muddiehead probably---
a. is chaotic
b. copes with everyday living
c. is very careful ’

5) embellishments (paragraph 5)

A house with no embellishments is one that is stark and bare. So it probably refers to the

house’ s+
a. ghape
b. decoration
C. position



6) inherent (paragraph 8)

Are the masochistic tendencies characteristic of---
a. whips, instruments of torture etc.,
b, pecple and their behaviour, or
c. situations and circumstances?

WP T A B , HH A48 1 F SCh BB s M R R AT murky WA o (BER
HE)E) |

Passage 10

The coastal waters of British Columbia was among the most scenic in the world, both
above and below the surface. Looking at the murky waters of the Fraser River mouth, it is
hard to believe that the nearby ocean is clear. Often a diver can see as far as fifty metres
and observe a surprising variety of marine life.

What does the word murky probably mean?

A. Clear.

B. Unclear.

C. Far.

D. Near.

ML BF RIS T R IR, 4B S b e B P A T T ST B
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Passage 11

-+-This does not mean that intelligent life at our level does not. exist somewhere.
There is such an unimaginable number of stars that, even at such miserable odds, it
seems certain that there are millions of intelligent life forms scattered through space. The
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~ only trouble is, none may be within hailing distance of us. Perhaps none ever will be; per-

haps the appalling distances that separate us from our fellow denizens of this universe will

forever remain too great to be conquered. And yet it is conceivable that someday we may

come across one of them or, frighteningly, one of them may come across us. What"
would they be like, these extraterrestrial creatures?

1. What does the word none stand for?

2. What do the words us and we stand for?

3. What do the words them and they stand for?

LY B ARG TR, RN BZEASERBONRE. —BRiR, EZEH%
RFBENIHTEZE BN EBHFEN. EUTERBREANAXFE, AERA S
FEARAK, fﬁfﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁé% AFREAH it MERHBIER its RIBREAN, (RRLH
)

For a great tree, death comes as a gradual transformation; its vitality ebbs slowly.
Even when fife has abandoned it entirely, it remains a majestic thing, sometimes dominat-
ing the landscape for miles around. Alone among living things it retains its character and
dignity after death: plants wither; animals disintegrate; but a dead tree may be as arrest-
ing, as filled with personality, in death as it was in life. Even in its final moments, when
the massive trunk lies prone and has mouldered into a ridge, covered with mosses and
fungi, it arrives at a fitting and noble end: it enriches and refreshes the earth; and later,
as part of other green and grownng things, it rises again.

T B B i R AT R R A, (SRR
Passage 12

The researchers predict that advance knowledge about a person’s potential ailments
made possible by the chemical screening process will result in considerable savings in hos-
pital and other medical costs. Thus, they point out, the blood analyses will actually turn
out to cost nothing.

What does the word they stand for?

A. The researchers.

B. A person’s potential ailments.

C. Savins in hospital and other medical costs.

D. The blood analyses.

Passage 13

Criticism of research lays a significant foundation for future investigative work, but
when students begin their own projects, they are likely to find that the standards of vahdlty
9



