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The Series of “English—Chinese
Summaries of Western Classics”

General Preface

The more ancient origins of European culture are in Egypt, Palestine, Syria and Persia,
and thus the expressions “western culture” and “western classics” are debatable. However,
as far as literature and thought are concerned, the tradition of ancient Greece forms a deci—
sive new beginning in the intellectual history of mankind. Thus this series starts with Homer
and from there follows the long stream of European classics. The purpose of the collection is
to provide basic knowledge about some important classical works and about their authors. Of
course, a simple summary of the contents of a classic is not enough, it would also be neces—
sary to assess the position and influence of each work in the history of literature and thought,
to offer analysis and possible interpretations, and to add a short bibliography of the studies on
each of the classics. However, this exceeds the scope of this series.

European culture and the intellectual history of the West should be understood as a
whole. This implies that we should be acquainted with the scholars of every period and with
the continuity that links earlier and later works. A more wholistic approach will also pay at—
tention to different fields of knowledge, because many authors may use poetry to express
philosophical ideas or combine myth and history. Thus literature, history, philosophy, law,
and religion are intertwined in many of the classical writings. For example, Augustine’s The
City of God discusses questions of history, ethics, politics, mythology, religious faith, and
hermeneutical questions.

This series is divided into five volumes: “100 Classics of Ancient Greece and Rome”
(800 BC —150 AD), “100 Classics of Late Antiquity” (150 AD—650 AD), “100 Classics of
the Middle Ages” (650—1450 AD), “100 Classics of Renaissance and Baroque” (1450—
1750), “100 Classics of the Modern Age” (1750—1950). Each volume is designed as an in—
dependent collection and thus has an index which contains the original names of the authors,

important works and ideas, and the English and Chinese transcriptions. The classical works



chosen in this series are mainly taken from the areas of literature, history, philosophy, law,
and religion, but there are also some famous scientific works and encyclopedic collections.
Preference was given to those works who present a complete narrative, thus collections of
fragments, poems, letters, and speeches have been somewhat neglected. Some important au—
thors may not be mentioned in the text, but they appear in the index. Since this series pays
special attention to the original languages of the classics, the Chinese text uses the ABC for
western personal names, place names, and book titles. “Proper names are generally not
transliterated into Chinese, except for commonly used translations. Take for example the dif-
ferent Chinese translations for the hero Achilles in Homer’s epic, it will be hard to choose
between ‘A-ka-liu-si’, ‘A-ji-liu-si’, ‘A—xi~liu’,*A—xi-li’ and many other different
translations. Thus we do not use any of these transliterations and keep the original way of
writing.” (Luo Niansheng, Classical Greek —Chinese Dictionary, Shangwu, 2004, preface).

The Chinese transliterations of western names can be found in the index.

May this series help the reader to better understand and enjoy the height, depth, and

width of western literature and thought!

Leopold Leeb, Beijing 2009
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Preface

Seen from a wider perspective the history of the European Middle Ages can be divided
into two periods, namely a period of decline and a period of positive construction, although
these two stages were intertwined and took place at different times in different places. From
the arrival of the Huns (375 AD) to the final settlement of the Madyars in Hungary (955
AD) Europe underwent the period known as “Migration of Peoples”, and in this period also
fell the expansion of the Muslims and the invasion of the Vikings (Normans). Therefore Eu—
rope was constantly facing unrest and harassment. Since around 950 AD in the area of mod—
ern England, France and Germany there emerged ever more monasteries, cities, cathedrals
and schools. The increase of the population, florishing of the economy and culture implied
that Western Europe had already embarked on a course of stable development, and in the
area of culture and politics, Charlemagne who was crowned in Rome in the year 800 AD, set
out the course of development for the next centuries: he learned Latin and Greek himself and
promoted Latin as the common academic and ecclesiastical language, he introduced knowl—
edge from abroad and established an academy with scholars from many lands; he accepted the
Christian faith and the Roman Church as the obligatory religion, and he allowed the nobles to
develop their fiefdoms and duchies in considerable freedom, thus creating the typical Euro—
pean federalist form of feudalism.

As to literature, historiography, philosophy, and religion, it may be said that the Euro—
pean Middle Ages inherited the classical Greek and Roman culture and creatively trans—
formed this tradition and superseded it. The heroic poems of antiquity were transformed into
the medieval literature of courtly knightship and legends of saints. The songs and lyric poetry
of antiquity developed into medieval didactic poetry, dignified hymns, and expressions of
mystical enthusiasm. The historiography of antiquity was transformed into medieval world his—
tories, national histories, and ecclesiastical historiography. Classical biographies of emperors
became models for medieval biographies of kings and emperors, and Biblical motives shaped
lifes of saints. The collections of antiquity became medieval lexica, sums, textbooks, and dic—
tionaries. The mutually exclusive philosophical schools of antiquity and their relativism were

replaced by the medieval common metaphysics, an authoritative philosophy of religion, and



theology. The polytheistic mythology and non-authoritative religions of antiquity developed
into monotheism and a common faith with obligatory moral force. The old world view that
centered on the peace of the mind and on the self was transformed into a world view that put
God and society in the first place. Based on the legal thought of antiquity, the medievals
could separate secular and ecclesiastical power, develop the legal systems of each, and in
this pluralist environment there emerged documents that protected the righfs of the citizens
(like the “Magna Charta”). The rather uniform cultures of antiquity grew into the multilin—
gual medieval societies and their long—term translation efforts, from Latin into the vernacular
languages, or from Arab and Greek into Latin. The elitist culture of antiquity became a cul—
ture where knowledge and education were made available to wider circles. The educational
efforts at monastery schools, cathedral schools, and universities led to improvements in the e—
ducation system. The ancient world saw many great scientists and inventors, but the Middle
Ages nurtured an international scientific community, and the scholars of this academic body
constantly learned from each other and competed with each other. The drama and music of
antiquity became the medieval religious plays and polyphonic music. The classical features of
architecture and the fine arts developed into ecclesiastical architecture and into the palaces
of aristocratic families.

Regarding these developments it may be said that the Middle Ages prepared modern
thought and culture in many ways. The medieval period should not be treated with neglect or
despise. For some reasons the European Middle Ages have been called the “Dark Ages”, and
this particularly with regard to the “period of decline” mentioned above. It cannot be denied
that in the long stretch of a millenium many disasters and calamities befell Europe (invasions
of foreign tribes, decline of economy, famine, plague, unrest, great conflicts within the
Church, spread of heresies and evil sects, failure of the crusades and the damage they inflict—
ed, protracted conflicts between Constantinople and the West, the suppression of women and
the witch craze, torture in the courts, harsh legal procedures etc.) However, seen as a whole,
the peoples of Western Europe (Byzantine went a special course) steadily marched toward
the construction of a common new culture, toward the general development of society, even
toward pluralism and modernity.

The reference books I used for the compilation of this short outline of medieval literature
are mainly the following:

Max Manitius, Geschichte der lateinischen Literatur des Mittelalters, Beck, Muenchen,
1911—1931 (3 vols.);

Ernst Robert Curtius, Europaeische Literatur und lateinisches Mittelalter, Francke, Bern,
1948,

Kindlers Literaturlexikon, Muenchen 1971 (12 vols. );



Joseph Dahmus, Dictionary of Medieval Civilization, Macmillan, New York, 1984;

Franz Brunhoelzl, Geschichte der lateinischen Literatur des Mittelalters, Fink,
Muenchen, 1975, 1992 (2 vols);

Karl Langosch, Mittellatein und Europa: Fuehrung in die Hauptliteratur des Mittelalters,
Wiss. Buchges., Darmstadt, 1990;

Marcia L. Colish, Medieval Foundations of the Western Intellectual Tradition, 400—
1400, Yale University Press, London, 1997,

Yang Huilin, Huang Jinkai, Quzhou Zhongshiji Wenxue Shi (A History of Medieval Eu—
ropean Literature ), Yilin, Nanjing, 2001;

I hope that this book may help the reader to better understand the complexity and many
lasting contributions of the European Middle Ages.

Leopold Leeb, Beijing 2009
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Lombards enter Italy

Pope Gregory the Great sends missionaries to England
Columban from Ireland brings culture to continental Europe
Muhammad occupies Mecca and establishes Islam

Arab forces defeat the Byzantine army

Monasteries become cultural centers of western Europe
Muslim forces enter Spain

Boniface organizes the Church in Germany

Byzantine emperors launch iconoclasm

Charles Martell stops Muslim invasion at Poitiers

Pepin III hands the central region of Italy over to the Pope
Charlemagne invites foreign scholars for education reforms
Charlemagne crowned in Rome

Vikings (Normans) raid coastal areas of western Europe
Treaty of Verdun divides the Carolingian empire

Normans settle in Normandy (France)

Ottonian Renaissance

Stephen, King of Hungary, is crowned

Schism divides the Latin and Greek halves of Christendom
William the Conqueror rules England

Seljuk Turks crush the Byzantine army

Eight Crusades are organized to liberate the Holy Land
Cistercians are founded and soon develop fast

Concordat of Worms ends the Investiture Controversy
Gothic architecture and art spreads in western Europe
Frederick I Barbarossa is King of Germany

Philip IT Augustus of France charters the University of Paris
Innocent III convokes the Fourth Lateran Council

St. Francis of Assisi passes away

Mongols invade Russia and Eastern Europe
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Papal emissaries reach China and negotiate with Mongols
Philip the Fair rules France; suppression of Knights Templars
Popes reside in Avignon

Dante passes away; Petrarch starts to read classical poetry
Hundred Years’ War between France and England
Plague sweeps across Europe

Emperor Charles IV founds the University of Prague
Schism divides Christians in western Europe

Florence begins to attract Greek scholars and teachers
Hussite Wars

Council of Ferrara—Florence aims at union of the Church
Gutenberg develops printing with movable metal types
Renaissance Popes patronize the arts and support scholars
Turks besiege and conguer Constantinople

Columbus discovers America. Muslims withdraw from Spain
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