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A Historv of 20th Century American
Poetry by Zhang Ziqing is the first
book that provides Chinese readers
with a complete picture of the Ameri-
can poetic scene from Modernism to
Postmodernism. It includes not only
the major poets and movements, but
also Chinese American poetry and Na-
tive American poetry, which are often
overlooked as marginal by most liter-
ary historians. One of its striking
characteristics is an emphasis on two
poetic traditions: (1) a European tra-
dition whose chief spokesmen are T.
S. Eliot, the early Ezra Pound and
New Critics John Crowe Ransom and
Allen Tate, and (2) an American tra-
dition associated principally with
William Carlos Williams, Ezra Pound
and H. D. As a monograph it also pro-

vides readers with the latest informa-

tion about American poetry.
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Preface

It was in 1983, when I was studying American poetry at Har-
vard University as a visiting scholar, that I received a letter from
Professor Yao Yongcai, director of English and American Literature
Section of Institute of Foreign Literature at Nanjing University,
inviting me to be a contributor to the American poetry part of A
History of Twentieth — Century European and American Literature
edited by Professor Chen Jia with the assistance of Professor Chen
Jingyong. This was to be one of the key national projects in the field
of social sciences listed in the Sixth Five Year National Plan. Ten
years have passed since I took up this project, and I have just fin-
ished my part, only to begin another project on Chinese literature in
America and American literature in China, again as a Fulbright
scholar at Harvard. Though a coincidence, I can hardly tell whether
[ am circling back to where I began or starting out anew.

At the moment the relief of unloading a heavy burden from my
shoulders is overshadowed by the guilt that I should have finished
the work years ago, so that [ have missed the chance to present it to
my mentor Chen Jia, who passed away in 1986. His encouragement
and high expectations have been a constant source of strength for my
work. It was he who taught me to appreciate American poetry and
how to write poems in English by showing me his own. He
painstakingly made corrections and suggestions on the earlier part of
my manuscript, which have become my eternal mementos of him.

Another great regret is my failure to return to my hometown a day



earlier to see my dear mother, who died suddenly in 1990 of a heart
attack just before the Chinese New Year, because I was trying to
finish a chapter of this book. And under similar pressures of trying
to finish the book before returning to America, I was unable to visit
my dying step — father during his last days this past summer. Un-
able to make up for these great losses, I will feel regret for the rest
of my life.

On the occasion of my long delayed publication of this book, I
first of all wish to express my heart — felt thanks to the directors,
both present and past, of the Department of Foreign Languages and
Literature, Institute of Foreign Literature, and School of Foreign
Languages of Nanjing University for providing me with a conducive
research and writing environment, as well as opportunities to travel
both in China and abroad, which were indispensable to my research.

In the course of working on my book I have become indebted to
a large number of American poets, critics and professors, as well as
to my friends, who have given me great help, and generously sent
me all the reference books and journals I needed and permitted me to

cite from their works:

A. R. Ammons Robert Creeley
David Antin Peter Davison
Charles BernStein David Allan Evans
Neal Bowers Jack Foley

Joseph Brodsky Arthur Ford
William Bronk Edward Foster
Joseph Bruchac Allen Ginsberg
Alfred Corn Donald Hall
Albert M. Craig Patrick Hanan



Edwin Honig Majorie Perloff

Galway Kinnell Leonard Schwartz
Ann Kjellberg Karl Shapiro
Carolyn Lau James Sherry
Hank Lazer Louis Simpson
Russell Leong William Stafford
Denise Levertov Arthur Sze
Edward Low John Tagliabue
Henry Layman Nathaniel Tarn
Rodger Martin Michael True
W. S. Merwin Jeff Twitchell
Czeslaw Milosz Helen Vendler
Howard Nemerov Peter Way
David Perkins Richard Wilbur

Special thanks to Professors Edwin Honig, Michael True, He-
len Vendler and Edward Foster, with whom I have maintained a
constant correspondence over the years. Their precious contributions
of books have kept me informed about the trends and tendencies of
American poetry. Also special thanks are due to Professor Charles
Bernstein, Professor Hank Lazer and Mr. James Sherry, who took
the trouble to answer my repeated inquiries. Some of their computer
— processed replies were about twe meters long. I especially wish to
thank Mr. Nathaniel Tarn, who time and again made illuminating
suggestions about my outline for the history of twentieth — century
American poetry, and Mr. Jeff Twitchell, a friend of mine, a col-
league for several years at Nanjing University, who provided many
challenging discussions and explanations of the more radical tradi-

tions of modern American poetry.
— -



I am happy to acknowledge the following journals and maga-
zines for publishing selected chapters and translations of American
poetry from my ongoing prcject, which have undoubtedly helped
promote my work:

Foreign Literature Review (Beijing)

World Literature (Beijing)

Foreign Literature (Beijing)

Contemporary Foreign Literature (Nanjing)

Nanjing University Journal (Nanjing)

Foreign Literature Study (Wuhan)

Truth Seeking Journal (Harbin)

American Literature (Shandong)

Exchange and Study of Chinese and Foreign Poetries
(Chongqing)

Chinese and Foreign Literary Masterpieces Appreciation
(Taiyuan)

Poetry and Poetics Exploration (Beijing)

Poetry (Beijing)

Wen Yi Bao (Beijing)

My cordial acknowledgement also goes to Harvard — Yenching
Institute for the great support it has given me with one year scholar-
ship (1982 — 83), and to the National Social Sciences Foundation
which made this project possible.

Additional supporters who have my gratitude are Henry Zhao,
who left me a box full of books for my reference, Hou Hong of
Sichuan Art and Literature Publishing House, Chen Lili of Sichuan
University Press and Wa-ng Shibin of Ji Lin Education Publishing
House for their cooperation and support.



For assistance of various kinds in completing this book, I am in
debt to Chen Jianwen, Dong Wensheng, Yao Junwei, Yang Jincai,
Di Shenli, Pan Zhiming, Liu Yang and Huang Weixing who volun-
teered their help with typing, proof — reading and the compilation of
the index and bibliography, and in particular to Liu Feng, who took
care of my manuscript and has proof — read it several times in its en-
tirety during my stay in the United States. I also want to thank the
following friends who all gave me access to invaluable library facili-
ties;: Huang Yun and Chen Wui of Nanjing University Library,
Wang Caihong, Ma Linchun and Yu Jianmin of the library of De-
partment of Foreign Languages and Literature, and He Yuanyuan of
the library of Institute of Foreign Literature, as well as to Stratis
Haviaris of the Woodberry Poetry Room in the Lamont Library.

I am also happy to acknowledge my wife, Xu Zhonghua, -whose
support has been invaluable, and my two daughters Zhang Yu and
Zhang Qian for their understanding and sharing the housework with

their mother.

Zhang Ziging
Institute of Foreign Literature
Nanjing University
September 10, 1993

Harvard University
December 15, 1993
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