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WA R M-U P > 2 How much do vou know about them?

A Write the names of animals that match the features given below.

Strong
Lovely

Living on meat

Living on plants

B Answering the following questions.

1 Do you agree that animals are our friends?
Do you keep a pet at home?

Should we try to take good care of animals?
Have you seen a live koala?

hn A WN

Do you know what the koala lives on?

Natural Environment I 1
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LisTENING P

A Listen to the tape of a passage. Fill in the missing information in the following sentences.

o

1 A German shepherd is
2 owns the German shepherd.
3 The story took place

Listen to the tape again. Decide whether the following sentences are true (T) or false (F) according to

the passage.

(] 1 One Sunday afternoon, | went to visit my friend.

[J 2 The visitor left when it was time for my friend to take Jack for his walk.

[J 3 Jack became worried about his walk in the park.

[] 4 After he moved around the room several times, Jack sat down directly in front of the
visitor and looked at him because he couldn’t stand being kept waiting any longer.

[J 5 Jack got the man’s hat in order to please him.

Phonetics

Read the following sentences aloud, paying attention to sentence stress.
Good morning, Mr. Green. How are you?
How nice to meet you again.
Haven'’t seen you for ages.
This is my classmate Zhou Hong.

I Natural Environment



rgPEAKING

It is clear that everyone can and should help to protect the environment. In groups, compare the two

neighbourhoods in the pictures and then put in the list what we should and shouldn’t do in order to

make our neighbourhood cleaner and more beautiful.

AR ecemeem
iRBRAMREEmEE®

I think it would be nice to...
That's a good point.

That's just what | was thinking.

| don’t think it a good idea because...
Well, you have a point there, but...
| see what you mean, but...

To Make Our Neighbourhood Cleaner and More Beautiful

What We Should Do [ What We Shouldn’t Do

Natural Environment I 3



eOMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH P>

The Koala

The koala is one of Australia’s most famous and best loved animals. It has a peaceful charac-
ter and looks like a teddy bear. These have made it a favourite around the world, even though few
people outside Australia have had the opportunity to see a live koala. It is sometimes called a
native bear or koala bear. However, it is not related to the bear family or any other animal.

The koala spends most of its life in trees, coming to the ground only to travel from one tree
to another. On the ground it walks slowly on all four legs. However, it is a good climber, its sharp
claws enabling it to climb trees easily.

The adult koala weighs about 9 kilograms on average. When fully grown it measures about
600 mm in length. A koala’s fur is thick and woolly, grey to brownish above the stomach and
yellowish-white below. It has long arms and a long, black nose. The koala is active at night and
during the day is most often seen sleeping in the fork of a tree or moving slowly in search of food.

The koala is quiet, and usually lives alone.

Koalas feed mainly on the leaves of a kind of trees that grow in many places in Australia. An
adult koala eats up to a kilogram or more of leaves a day. Sometimes they also eat a little soil. They
seldom drink water, obtaining the water they need from the leaves they eat.

Three races of koala have been recorded. The first
is found in New South Wales. It is grey or grey-brown in
colour. The second race is found in Queensland. It has
shorter fur, of red colours. The third race is found in
Victoria and it has a woolly coat of brown.

1 What is the koala like? And where in the
world does it live?
How does the koala live?
How are the three races of koala different
from each other?

4 I Natural Environment



Notes to the Text ay

These have made it a favourite around the world, even though few people outside Australia
have had the opportunity to see a live koala. 5% # K FE LASMR /DA A A HL2 WEITE %
Bi, AHX— YU e oA 5 % L\ BA 5 2 = 3.

make...a favourite 4 “f-- A NFEHE R ALY,

However, it is a good climber, its sharp claws enabling it to climb trees easily. #X i, F.F ) fii
Hegra et , Brile R’k —MEREN Y.

its sharp claws enabling it to climb trees easily j& B AE 53 id] &5 #, MUR PR IE; its sharp claws J&
BRAE 43 i7] enabling 848 1B,

The adult koala weighs about 9 kilograms on average. 452 hi FHIEL 9 T-5a,

weigh fEAAY R RERFiA, A “HERR---”.

When fully grown it measures about 600 mm in length. 522 k)5 , & A Z14 600 2K K.
when fully grown & id %50 854, B EARIE. measure fEAY R E R hiA , A M
KER-”, to measure 600 mm in length (in height, in width, etc.)th 7] L) # 75 4 to be 600 mm
long (high, wide, etc.),

Comprehension Exercises

Choose the one that best completes each of the following statements acc ording to the text.

1 have many opportunities to see a live koala.

A People in Australia B People in Asia C People in Europe
2 The koala is also called the koala bear because it :

A is related to bears B looks like bears C lives in the same way as bears
3 The koala usually stays

A on the ground B in trees C in mountains
4 The koala fights against other animals.

A almost never B sometimes C often
5 The koala eats much but drinks .

A a lot of water B nothing C little water
6 The three races of koala are different in

A size B weight C colour

)]

Natural Environment I




- Word Bank

~N
koala /kou'asle/ n. %L é brownish /'braunif/ adj. i fxH)
peaceful /pissfull adj. Z&biI, FIFH 7 yellowish /jelouif/ adj. # # {2ty
relate /ri'leit/ v. ¥ B ZkEkK; 5 H K 2 soil /soil/ n. 1=, |- 4%
climber /'klaimo/ n. (L. #%5)FH 2 alone /o'loun/ adv. H M, hEH
sharp /Ja:p/ adj. RF|H é active /'zktiv/ adj. {GERI), BURH
claw /kloy/ n. JU 7 fork /foik/ n. XF, X
enable /imeibl/ v. {# fE 5 é search /saitf/ n. 33k, #7F
fully /fuli/ adv. 5S¢4, )23k 2 seldom /'seldom/ adv. 1B/, A4
fur /fo/ n. &, B 7 obtain /ob'tein/ v. {45, K%
thick /0ik/ adj. ¥Lf, JEHI % record /riko:d/ v. 0%, Bk
woolly/'wuli/ adj. BHH M 2 race /reis/ n. Fpje, Fp
Z
> : Phrases and Expressions == %
teddy /'tedi/ bear —FhigkEEc H AE in search of -k
. /
> 4
New South Wales /'weilz/ #BUR T BKFNE 4 il B %
Queensland /kwimnzlond/ BE4:2%: #KFIE &AL H M %
L Victoria /vik'torio/ 4% Fik: KRV 4 i 35 M 44 )

Vocabulary Exercises

Choose a word from the word list below to fill in the blank in each of the following sentences. Change

the form of the word where necessary. Each word can be used only once and there are extra items in

the word list.

peaceful enable relate record
alone obtain race seldom
1 Trains us to travel from Beijing to Shanghai in one day.
2 Language is closely to culture.
3 He reads newspapers so that he knows very little about what is happening
in our country.
4 He prefers to live so that he can stay up as late as he likes.
5 He managed to a working knowledge of English within two years.
6 During the interview he kept what the famous writer said.

6 I Natural Environment



