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William Shakespeare

William Shakespeare was baptized on April 26,1564, in Stratford-on-
Avon, England, the third child of John Shakespeare, a well-to-do merchant, and
Mary Arden, his wife. Young William probably attended the Stratford grammar
school, where he learned English, Greek, and Latin. Historians aren’t sure of
the exact date of Shakespeare’s birth.

In 1582, Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway. By 1583 the couple
had a daughter, Susanna, and two years later the twins, Hamnet and Judith.
Somewhere between 1585 and 1592 Shakespeare went to London, where he
became first an actor and then a playwright. His acting company, The King’s
Men, appeared most often in the Globe theatre, a part of which Shakespeare
himself owned.

In all, Shakespeare is believed to have written thirty-seven plays, several
nondramatic poems and a number of sonnets. In 1611 when he left the active
life of the theatre, he returned to Stratford and became a country gentleman,
living in the second-largest house in town. For five years he lived a quiet
life. Then, on April 23, 1616, William Shakespeare died and was buried in
Trinity Church in Stratford. From his own time to the present, Shakespeare is
considered one of the greatest writers of the English-speaking world.
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Bassanio B8 J
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Men came from everywhere to try to marry the beautiful Portia—rich
men from France, England, and Germany. But she could accept only
the man who passed her father’s test.
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Perhaps the Prince of Morocco* would win her. Or perhaps it
would be a handsome young man from Venice**.

* a country in northern Africa
** a city in ltaly
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WOTES

accept [ak'sept] v. 3%

France [fra:ns]n. & B

England ['mglend] n.3&#& £

Germany ['d33:mani]n. {&E

test [test] n. M4, F

prince [prins]n. £-F

Morocco [ma'rokau]
n. A& (RIERE)

Venice [venis] n. & /e (& XA
o — AR )
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Your mind is on the
ocean where your

ships are tossing on
the waves!

I don’t know why
|lamsosad.It'sa
strange feeling, and it
makes me very tired.

The story
begins many
years ago

on a street
in Venice ,
where three
young men |
walked
together.
They were
Antonio,

a wealthy
merchant*,
and his
friends,
Salerio and

Every time | saw a stone
| church I'd wonder what
dangerous rocks my

ships might hit.

If | had so many ships at sea
with such rich cargoes**, I'd
always be wondering where
the wind was blowing them!

WOTES

wealthy [welBi]a. & # #)
merchant [ma:tfant]n. HHA
tired [tared] a. & 5 9
toss [tos]v. ¥ %, 45, #
cargo [ka:gau]n. %44
wonder ['wanda(r)]v. #&-&faif
blow [blau]v. #k
church [tfa:t[]n. #& =
dangerous ['deind3aras]

a. Lty
hit [hrt] v. 4 4%
import im'po:t]v. # o, A
load [loud]n. X &, # %
goods [gudz] n.(pl.) # su

* a seller of goods often imported from faraway lands
** loads of goods to sell



No, no! My fortune is spread out
on many ships in many places.
Not all of them could be lost at

Why, then you No,
are in love! that's
not it
either.
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Believe me,
| am not sad
because of
- | worrying
y | about my
M ships and my
fortune.

B

Then you are sad just
because you aren’t

happy!
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WOTES

fortune [fo:tfuin]a. ¥ *
spread [spred]out 4#7F . AIF
worry [wari] about 42:%
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Here comes your
cousin Bassanio
with Lorenzo and
Gratiano. We'll
leave you in

good company.

L |Whenever you say. For

Good day to youl! ,
. | now, we must leave.

When are we going |
to get together and

WOTES
cousin [kazn]n. &, AL %484k
company ['kampani]
n. fE4, tk4f
together [ta'geda(r)] ad. f£—+42
fun [fAn] n. F A&
serious ['s1erias]
a. By, E4Y
stage [sterd3]n. % &

You don’t
look well,
Antonio.

You are too |
serious!




Then I'll play the

wrinkles come from
laughing and talking |

instead of being sadI h \'}l

Some men are known for
their wisdom* because
they keep quiet. But if they
spoke, they'd be called
fools like me!

Well, | must
be one of
them, because
Gratiano
never gives
me a chance

But we must
leave you.
Come, Lorenzo'

* great minds; learning

Gratiano
speaks

more and
says less
than any
other man
in Venice!
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fool [fu:lln. 2, T
wrinkle ['rinkl] n. %4
instead [in'sted] of XA
wisdom ['wizdem] n. % %
give sb. a chance % ¥ A#L&
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Now, tell me
about this lady
you spoke of—
this secret trip
you want to
make to see
her.

il than | have.

| owe a lot of

Well, you

know money, and
that |'ve most of it to
enjoyed you! But | have
myself and a plan for pay-
spent more ing everything

back.

Tell me about
it, Bassanio. |
will do every-
thing | can to

There is a rich
young lady in Bel-
mont named Portia.
She’s beautiful, too,

OTES

secret ['sitkrat]a. 4% 9.
REY

enjoy [1n'dzo1]v. ¥ &

owe [ou]v. KA

pay [pei] sth. back it

sail [se1l]in 3£ A% o

and good!

The word about her
has spread, and
men sail in every
day to try and win
her.

| met her once... and |
could see in her eyes
that she liked me.




Use it to borrow
as much money

You know that
all my money

Now Antonio, if
| had the money

Thank you,
Antonio!

to go to Belmont fis tied up in as you need,
and try my luck, | f my ships and | and | will soon
think | could win Qi their car- repay it!

her love. goes—but

my credit* is

|
Nerissa, |'m bored ‘-\f/w | suppose people with

§ with everything in & too much money can
the world! B he as sick of it as those
I E | Y ? who have nothing.

Meanwhile
in Belmont,
the Heiress**
| Portia talked
| with her maid, |¢
Nerissa.
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* a promise to pay back any money borrowed
** a young woman who had been given a great deal of money when her parents died

WOTES

tie [tarjup & A, ZpME
credit [kredit]n. 12 A
repay [ri'per]v. #£iL
heiress [earis] n. 448 &KA
be bored [bo:d] with
Rfeeeene B 2| R IR
suppose [sa'pauz] V. A E, AN
be sick of sth. %+ & 2| K J]
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But is it fair that a living daughter | 1’'m not But your father

should be controlled* by the will | allowed to was a wise and
of a dead father? refuse a holy man.
Q@ husband |

don’t like,

or to choose

one | dolike.
3 ) ‘F’“‘

WOTES _

fair [fea(r)]a. 2-F 49, AL

control [ken'traul]v. &, 24|

allow [g'lau]v. ., # T

refuse [ri'fjuiz]v. 546, &%

husband ['hazband]n. & %

choose [tfu:z]v. it 4%, ik,
HI

wise [waiz]a. A% &9, B 5 A
w, FEY

holy ['hauli]a. 4 A#fr &5, 4 X 4%

suitor ['su:ta(r)]
n ERKELFHA

chest [tfest]n. &F

gold [gauld] a. & #] )

silver ['silva(r)] a. 41 &9

lead [led] a. #5#1] 4%

setup &L, RE

hidden ['hidn] v. (hide#3if 2 4-13)
& 5%,

husband for you.

When he ordered
your suitors** to
choose among these
three chests. . . one
gold, one silver, and
one lead. . . he must
have known how

to pick the right

Before he died, Portia’s father had set up the
plan using the three chests. Inside one of
them Portia’s picture was hidden. To marry
her, a suitor had to choose the right chest.

* ordered around
** men who wanted to marry a certain young lady



How do you
feel about the
men who have
already come
to court you?

the prince from
Naples*.

Well, first there’s

He talks of nothing but his
horse and how he can shoe
him himself.

How about
the Count
Palatine?

He does nothing
but frown! I'd
sooner marry a
skull with a bone
in its mouth! /45

* a city in Italy

What about the

Frenchman? Or the
young Englishman?
€4 Or the man from

=l Scotland?

| don't like
any of them.
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WOTES
court [ko:t]v. K&, K&
Naples ['nerplz] n. 78 7~ #7 (& K
F| 0 — AR )
count [kaunt] n. 18 &
skull [skal]l n. #&#%, &5
bone [baun]n. & %
Frenchman [ frentf man]
n. E=EA
Englishman [‘1nglifman]
n. XEA
Scotland ['skotlend] n. 74 %
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EZRHBAT B TFBET
H, ERILHRRE!

YERERS: “ARERL, XA R
SHEF, SARM. "

SOPRRE. “FAPwtiF. "

THRERS . “YRIRIE SIS R
FUEHE, H—MMERETRAE

BA? "

SaPRRE: 2R, FICH. E
R, "

CERIRSS . “MRAZRIX LA R
Faal 7

SFLY. “FIMEIRIRR, Ht
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WOTES
duke [dju:k] n. 2 #
sober ['sauba(r)] a. # & 49
drunk [drank] a. & &9
give up #F, He
remember [r'memba(r)]
v. gz, ef
agree [o'griz]v. I &. &

Well, how [[ Not at all in the
do you like || morning when he is

the young sober*. .. and even
German | less in the afternoon
duke? when he is drunk!

-~

Yes, |
think his
name was
Bassanio.

Do you remember,
in your father’s
time, a young man
from Venice who
came here?

* not drunk

Well, don 't worry. All of them
are giving up and going home.

of that.
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He seemed to be the best
of all of them! ,

| remember him
well, and | agree!




Just then |
a servan
entered.

Well, what |
is it?

come that the
Prince of Morocco
will arrive ton

| The last four
men who came
to win you wish

While we shut the
gate on one suitor,
| another knocks at

te door!

Meanwhile in Venice,

money-lender. Shy-
lock was a Jew whose
business was lending
money and charging
interest for its use.

* about $20,000

|ducats*? well,

Bassanio talked with a |
{now. . .

,b‘\

Yes, sir, for
three months.

"R, —MMET#HER.
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servant ['sa:vent In. A, 1hA
enter [enta(r)]v. i# &
shut [[at]
v. %k (I, &F. &7 F)
gate [gert]n. X7
knock [nok] v. &t
lender [lenda(r)]n. R A, 7
Jew [d3u:]n. KA
charge [t[a:d3]
n. oM, 459, 4542
interest [ntrast] n. #] &
ducat ['dakat] n. i& &40 B e BX
Mid A egeT)




