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CHAPTER 1

A New Life

0, it isn’t true! It can’t be true!”

Matt Johnson woke up. It was that nightmare again.

The same nightmare every night for six weeks. It was
so real... His parents are in the car. They're happy.
They're laughing and talking about the summer holidays;
two weeks in Florida — Disney World, Cape Canaveral,

the ocean to swim in — a twelve-year-old kid’s dream!
Suddenly the car is out of control. Matt’s dad is a good driver
but he can'’t stop the car. It’s going too fast. It’s too late.
There’s a tree. Crash! A terrible sound of metal breaking.
Now there’s silence. The car is upside down.

Only a wheel is moving. It turns and turns and turns...
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CHAPTER 1

att put his head in his hands and cried, like he did every night.
“It can’t be true!” But it was true. His parents were dead and

Matt was alone now.

“Cry, Matt, cry. Don’t worry,” said a gentle voice. The sad, kind face
of an old lady appeared in the light of the lamp next to Matt’s bed.

“I’'m sorry, Gran,” said Matt, and looked up. In the lamplight was
the pale face of a desperately unhappy young boy. It was a nice face,

but his blue eyes were still full of tears.
“I'm sorry,” he repeated. “Gran, when will I start to forget?”

“You'll never forget,” said his grandmother, “but one

night your nightmares will stop. Then you'll start
to dream of the happy times with your mum and

dad. Happy memories never die.”

Matt’s grandmother smiled. She was a wise
old woman and the ideal person to help Matt at
this difficult time.

“Let’s go into the kitchen for some hot milk.”

m att got out of bed. He was quite tall for his
age and already looked down on his little
grandmother. She was small but she had a big heart.
[t was difficult for her, too. Jane, her daughter, was
dead and Philip, Jane’s husband and Matt’s father,
too. But now there was Matt to take care of.

Matt was her world now.

“Will you like living here?” she asked him,
as they drank their milk.

“I don’t know,” answered Matt, tired
and sad. “It’s so different. I liked

—6-—



A NEW LIFE

Newbridge very much. It was a nice city, not too big, and the peo-
ple in the north are kind and friendly. | had a lot of friends.
Greenwood’s okay, but it’s a very quiet suburb and it’s difficult to
get to the centre of London from here. [ haven’t got any friends
here, except you Gran, and there’s no Newbridge United, and no

swimming club.”

“Poor Matt. You'll see. Things will change. There are a lot of
football teams in London. There’s a swimming pool near here.

And of course you'll make friends. You'll
see... But now, Matt, it’s time to go
back to bed. Tomorrow’s a big

day. Your first day at your

new school.”
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Language .| VERBS OF SPEECH

“I'm sorry Gran,” said Matt... “I'm sorry,” he repeated.
“Will you like living here?” she asked him... “I don’t
know,” answered Matt.

;’ﬂ'le verhs say, ask, anstner, and repeat.
22 ";.::“Wheres the school C;ran”‘ Matt
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CHAPTER 2

A New School

reenwood Middle School or Greenwood prison?

It was quarter to nine and Matt was outside

the school gate.

The gate was closed but through the irenbars he could see
the school. It was a big, old austere building made of grey
stone. There were two floors with windows with iron bars.
On the ground floor there were three entrances with doors
made of wood. Over the central door was the school motto in
big black letters. It was in Latin. “Fugerit aetas: carpe diem,”
read Matt. “Time flies — live for the day.”

Above the door on the left was the word “Boys”, and over the
door on the right, the word “Girls”. Matt smiled. “That’s stupid,”
thought Matt. “Boys and girls have to go in different doors!”

m att stopped smiling when he looked around. A lot of
children were now outside the iron gate, all dressed

identically. The school uniform! Now he remembered — at

— M=
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CHAPTER 2

Greenwood, school uniform was obligatory. Matt, in his blue jeans,

black trainers and red Newbridge United football shirt, felt very out
of place. All the other children were wearing their green wool blazers,
the boys with black trousers and a white cotton shirt, the gitls

with dark skirts and white blouses.

Then Matt noticed the green and gold school ties! “They wear
ties to school too!” he thought. “Oh no! This place is really

behind the times.” (n
He felt hundreds of eyes on him. He wanted to go home /ﬁﬁ

but it was too late. The gate was open. The bell rang and

the children started to go in, all talking and laughing.

They were happy to see their friends again. Matt was very
unhappy. He felt very lonely.

E oy!” Matt heard an angry adult voice.
He looked round.

“Yes! You boy! Where is your uniform?” Matt saw a short,
i ¥

thin man with an angry red face.
“I'm sorry, Sir,” he said. “It’s my first day.”
The man, obviously a teacher, looked at him carefully.

“From your clothes and your accent you must be Johnson, the new

boy from the north.”
“Yes, Sir. Matt, Matt Johnson,” replied Matt.

“Johnson, at this school,” the man continued, “we use surnames

here, and I'm Mr Briggs. Did your parents forget your uniform?”
Matt was hurt but replied, “My parents are dead, Sir.”

“Oh yes. Now I remember that accident. It was in the newspapers.
Your father was that famous lawyer. Well, I hope you’ll buy a uniform

as soon as possible.” And Mr Briggs went away.

o .



A NEW SCHOOL

m att was devastated. He didn’t have the right clothes or the
right ageent, and his dad, a hero for a lot of people, now
seemed an inconvenience. He felt terrible. He wanted to go back to

Newbridge.

“Be careful!” said a girl’s voice. Matt turned and saw a pretty
blonde girl smiling at him.

“You can’t go in here,” she continued. “This is the girls’ entrance.

Mr Briggs will shout at you again.”

“Thanks,” said Matt. “Hey, what’s your name?” But the girl was
already inside.

=13 -



CHAPTER 2

A New;fschool
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