» BEm BEE

X# R BB ERELRINM - FRIZEHH \Q

=KL

R e 7T AR

Y& PEKING UNIVERSITY PRESS




L

110 PR A1)

RIBEORER

BEH BLEE

E m F #

(BHKRKEBHT])

BlER cmE = 2 SAXE

W OE OWNE REH aEE = A
REME K O EKHZE

PEKING UNIVERSITY PRESS

E Y 2 J F 1 e
aw.ok,,tuﬁm

-
=N

Ju



B RS B (CIP) %8

B E N AL R g, —IL B JEFRZE I ARAE, 2010.8

(e 33~y P Ak R 454k R B $M - ¥ R URTE #U41)

ISBN 978-7-301-13847-2

[.% - I &% I 3EE—MEHy—HEeR—%4 V. H3194
rh [ pR AR B 548 CIP BUHE 4% F (2008) 28 068336 =

B Z: KiFER®ER

EETEE. ¥ B ISR

HERE: F B

¥ #E B 2. ISBN 978-7-301-13847-2/H-2007

OB & 7. bR Rt

H b AL TR X AN B 205 5 100871

& it . http://www.pup.cn

i & . HRIEEL 62752015  RATHE 62750672 I 62755217 iR E 62754962

B, F #E 45 : zbing@pup.pku.edu.cn

B R & HESESEBEENERAA

% W . FHeHE
TRTEKX1092 XK 16 A 1725 EI5K 480 FF
20104E 8 A 1M 20105 8 A% 1 REIK

& fr: 39.80 TL(FHFHR)

FREVWA ABUAMFREHAPDRABZRIBEMNE,
BBBA, BRLE  ERETE: 010-62752024
7 Hf 44 . fd@pup.pku.edu.cn



(RERFEMA)RXFRERGNERALS LB REM, AFRA LT HE
AZBHUERBRBEARE SO HRBERX , RREMLA,

—. BAER

1. BFHEBEXE

BFHBAEBERFTIRA, ARERARBHERIERLEHHR 2AE
EmtE ARERFASHEREREM AL RERLLEBR T AAKEEH;
BENKHFPAE , F—EARERSAEE wER EAPERZ RRA L
BEZABRHMME AP EFALBGRERL, 54 AR ALRTANB;F 5
SARBIBERER, BARIEELT.

1) £ B34 (B 1—4% £4%)
2) mEXIFLH (% 5—8F £4%)
) ER/EREHRS (%9—13%F x%5%)

Ay BRRAT /| HEBEHY> (F14—17F £4%)
5) R EEERHR S (Fmik , dEFENE 18 F ,£1F)
6) REIMEBXE
2. 4% R R 41
KRB BRERFER, 2P AESH 1S FTHATHE, BESLHH 30—
40 FeH NAEAH LA mEX EEH FAL BRAAAZhHEZFAARTEGHK
W, AERETTAREXRFEZR o FAH AT LR B RHFEBRHE,

—.EERF

H—EARABRANBRHRE ARG ALIF ,HBEATEFTEH AL,

1. B £ %4 & (General Survey)

HEL BLHR AT FFEST, BR BR BHK BL . ZHPREHF,

2. ¥ 5 B % (Geography and History)

EIEH A E AR LKRTA KR 220K BRTHN, FLABEFLES
* FHNA,

3. B4 5 2 5F (Political System and National Economy)

BEMACLIEBN BUR B Rk BE BEATFEAABAG; 2585
MEIET L Rk AL Hik 2L FHEAONS,

4. #4 5 4% (Culture and Society)



2 |

Q3 LBEKR YA PIFHREFPIZFRT XFERAFEH A2
B REAZEF T2 AR I ETHHNE,

=, HBEEE

1. AHAEBEHXHH., BoTE N EEER RBALKEM K $ AR mEH, B X
PEBEHAGOERM S AN TEEZER, AHBFTRT HEHEX, RALKRHK
MEEFHELAMELSNBSBRX, Eoil oMkl T4, EZRANLRYS
BRAEM AR MBI FT @RITTHEN X, R EFAEFI A R HAESR
K FHR LA RIFGREER,

2AEBEILAR,EATHBHIXNYFR X, EHBRIBEF, A5 AR LT
KBEGFBREL REFBRAZEANBASD FTHh . FHFHRE FGH M %
REHF FHEF SRBERNEAEYD AN, FEERRXFEGA SR, T KA
FEHR . XE5F MAKF TR THEXRFHEELBERSFHENF AT F 4R
EOE

3RHBMEARE, BFHEAAEF TN RAZAHH LR ERE 2R
THEE,EIT LR TAEER RO BMTAR,ENE S, FEARTITELSREH
FHAR,AABREASRFTL] KU FoR DR FETHSHI AL, HRE
BT AR LR AR IS ERITAE,

M., J@mEX

AEBRRABREIME, 22 LX4TRLGLiE , Y EWLEIHE 104
(Section Exercises), I M B X @I LR X b S REFPELZFENLAYN , HFF 5
Pt 45 645 5] A 15-20 # (Chapter Exercises) , + £ X A7 HiEBBERFHEZE £
WAL, %My e BT A F AR v B A KA TR R IR A R
8l

., TEIR

AHBEXFHRTZ,EALEA E, RTATRERKSE, FTAT LR}
EBFI R eERHIFERGERTRE,

HEBEENB(RFLZEBRFER)TALGERZER, FTREFLEAML
BRARE HKIFTRIIEANBRGHFARE
N, REBE

ABBIZRBARHARANGE #5205, 23 XEHMAL EZBHL O
FXMFEAMFHRERE HFERFT HAAREM4ATR TARRE,

B THBXM—REMEI—MFHHEX HEE 5 F, R EERENESL,
KIS KRBT FAFEAEREEZFTEL, AERAAFHOES K,

bk



Contents

A General Survey OF thEe TUS tetrererereeorieneecseeianraatieceatnessattossasssecssssassssssesssessocassssnren i
Chapter 1 GROGTAPRY +++evcemerstrerremnni i tet ittt ir et r st e e s se s e e st e s ae et 4
Chapter 2 T 1e) o T P LLITTTPRREY 20
Chapter 3 Political System SEIATS SIEaTSla § LelNIaies SFe/eIeIaIeiE SFRISIeEYS sraisjatalas gitaluate slatejatea = siafaieis @ Hiaipieieis siatuisisiesa sinininiola & ia 41
Chapter 4 National ECONOMY «+eveeessreurarantimimierionimreaeaiiraitntotisarareioianeisaaeaes 56
Chapter 5 Society AU CUlERITE oo sosmnsan e samane s smmensn s sowans o sgmasvs vrasas s sasowes seoaven s vowanins vae 66

A Genieral Survey P CHAAGE s svwssveonos iawuns ssnsis s530 55063 845508 15559 . THUPY LHBES $EEHA SRIRHS AHES 106
Chapter 6 Geography and History .................................................................. 109
Chapter 7 Political System and National ECONOmYy «««-scivereretaieniirmiiiiiiiiiii.. 132
Chapter 8 Society AN CUILUTE ssvssmsmessnmen sssenamnis s s Somems so s s5swes v § sosss s vame 139

A General Survey OF TR, 65 6816055 5.5 10010 m.0 Wi Binn S50 0.3 §.5015705 S0 & SRHELSS oHEl005 SETHRI AT & WE0 SRSRIIS 4 SH 150
Chapter 9 Geography and History 0f UK +-ceeeerueuniueiimniniiieiiiiaieeieitiiieeennnanaes 156
Chapt;er 10 Political System and Economy of UK ««teverecrtarareiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiii. 172
Chapter 11 Society and Culture Of UK «««cvererereruriiereiiimiiiiitiiiiiieitiienacaneanes 189
Chapter 12 Understanding the Republic of Ireland «+«-eeeveereeniniieniiiiin, 206

A General Survey OF AUSHIAHA ccceveercnerereeniisieceseresssesenenssensassssessenssssassssssnansannsans 223
Chapter 13 History, Politics and Economy of Australia ««--«eeoeeereeiiimaiiiimiiiiiiiin 233
Chapter 14  Culture and Society Of AUStralia ««-cecererereveeeriiniiiiieimiiarniiicicisiee, 246

Chapter 15 Understanding New Zealand «-rccccrersercerecectsaconsasisasarecssssassssscassersseces 257



Unders tandmg the Umted States Z

A General Survey of the US
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Map of the United States

Covering the central part of North America, the United States is a vast country to explore. It is a
federal republic consisting of 50 states with dazzling (# 8 #7) landscape and variable geography,
also an exciting mixture of cultural diversity and diplomatic controversy.
Country Name

The conventional official name is the United States of America, shortened as the United
States, US, or USA. On dJuly 4, 1776, The Declaration of Independence announced that the
thirteen North American colonies would be the United States of America, free and
independent of Great Britain. #t has a nickname, “Uncle Sam.” The image came from a meat
provider named Samuel Wilson during the war of 1812. The American Congress officially
recognized Uncle Sam as a national symbolin 1961.
Capital

Washington D. C. is the capital and political center of the United States. There are a number
of important institutions in this city, such as the White House (residence of the President) and
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the Capitol Hill (home to the American Congress).
Language

English is the official language of the United States, also called American English in contrast
with British English. According to the 2000 census (A & 4 #), English is spoken by 82.1% of
its population, Spanish 10.7%, other Indo-European 3.8%, Asian and Pacific island 2.7%, and
other 0.7%.
Note: Hawaiian is an official language in the state of Hawaii.
Religion

Most Americans are Christians, among them 52% are protestant and 24% Roman Catholic.
For other religions, Mormon 2%, Jewish 1%, Muslim 1%, other 10%, and none 10% , according
to a 2002 investigation.

Currency

The official currency of the United States is the United States dollar
(USD $). In 1792 the newly independent United States chose the Spanish
dollar, subdivided into 100 cents, as the unit of American currency in preference
to the British pound. Now the US dollar is one of the most circulated currencies
of the world.

National Flag

On June 14, 1777, at Philadelphia, the Marine Committee of the Second
Continental Congress offered the resolution which resulted in the adoption of
the Flag of the United States.

The flag of the US goes by many names: Stars and Stripes, Old Glory,
Star-Spangled (£ X & % ¢4) Banner, or the Red, White, and Blue. It has 13
stripes—7 red stripes and 6 white stripes. A blue square in the upper
comer contains 50 white stars. The stripes represent the 13 original American colonies. The 50
stars stand for the 50 US states. According to the Department of State, red stands for
hardiness and courage, white is the symbol of purity and innocence, and blue is the color of
vigilance, perseverance and justice.

The National Anthem

The “Star-Spangled Banner” is the national anthem of the United States. It was composed
by Francis Scott Key in 1814. The United States Congress made the “Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” the national anthem of the United States in 1931.

The National Flower

Rose is the national flower of the United States. President Reagan signed Proclamation in 1986
that rose is named as the National Floral Emblem of the United States of America. The
American people hold rose dear as the symbol of life, love and devotion, of beauty and eternity.
The National Bird

The bald eagle was chosen in 1782 as the emblem (% #£) of the US
because of its long life, great strength and majestic looks, and also because it
was then believed to exist only on thes continent of North America.

The Great Seal (E £)

The Seal of the United States depicts a bald eagle with a shield of 13 al-
ternating red and white stripes representing the 13 original States on its
breast Across the top of the shield is a blue field that unites all the stripes into one. The blue
chief represents the United States Congress. In his talons (/A ) the eagle grasps an olive

e




A General Survey of the US | 3

branch representing peace, and 13 arrows representing war. Above the eagle
are thirteen stars inside a circular design, representing a “New Constellation.”
In his beak the eagle grasps a flowing ribbon bearing the first MOTTO of
the United States: E Pluribus Unum. These Latin words are translated as
“Qut of many, One.”
Population

The United States is home to about 301 million people. That makes it
the world’s third most populated country, after China and India, and the most
populous of today’s developed countries. It has also one of the highest
population growth rates of the industrialized nations: about one percent
annually. This adds some 2.5 million people every year. Most Americans are descended from
immigrants. Immigration now contributes roughly a third of the annual U.S. population increase.

A Collection of Fast Facts of the United States

Official name ' the United States of America
Capital ‘Washington, D.C.

Population 301,621,157 people

Rank among countries in population 3rd

Major cities New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Houston, Philadelphia
Total area 9,372,615 km’

Rank in area worldwide 4th

Highest point Mt. McKinley, 6,194 meters
Lowest point Death Valley, 6 meters
Currency United States dollar

Principal language English

Major religion Christianity

Literacy rate 97%

Largest state Alaska, 1,720,000 km?
Smallest state Rhode Island, 4,000 km®

Most populous state California, 35,900,900 people
Least populous state ‘Wyoming, 507,000 people
Independence Day July 4th




Bl Geographical Features

The United States is located in the central part of North America, bordering the North
Atlantic Ocean in the east and the North Pacific Ocean in the west. With a total area of 9,
372,615 square kilometers, the United States ranks the fourth largest country in area in the
world, after Russia, Canada and China.

As far as geographical features are concerned, the country can be separated into three
major divisions: the highlands in the east, the mountains in the west, and a vast plain region
in between. In order to explain more clearly, we can begin by dividing the continent of North
America into 7 regions. These regions are large areas where the landforms (3 £%) or kinds of
lands are similar. The 7 regions are:

® the Atlantic and Gulf coastal plain

@ the Appalachian Mountains

@ the Central Lowlands and the Great Plains

® the Rocky Mountains

@ the Great Basin (b 8 & & & 3#)

@ the Pacific Coastal Ranges and Lowlands

@ the Canadian Shield (also called the Laurentian Shield, #= £ X 3 /& , % 46 36 /5)

The Coastal Plain

Along the east coast of North America is a narrow plain. This plain begins far up the coast
and becomes wider as you travel south. The coastal plain extends all along the Atlantic and
Gulf coasts of the United States. The coastal plain is low and flat. In some places, there are
large areas where the land is covered with shallow water. These areas are called swamps or
wet lands. The swamps are thick with plants, and there are many wild animals.

The Appalachian Mountains

In the west of the coastal plain are the Appalachian Mountains. The Appalachians are a
chain of thickly wooded mountains that stretch from Maine all the way to Georgia and Alabama.
The topography (3 # %) of these mountains is different, and not many of them are nearly as
tall as west-coast ranges. Much cultivation and urbanization has occurred in the Appalachians,
but there are still many remote areas. The Appalachian Mountains are different from other ranges
because most of their trees are deciduous (&5 % =+ #3).

The Appalachians are old mountains. This means that they were formed millions of years
ago. Since then, they have been worn down by the wind and the weather. Today, most of these
mountains have rounded tops. The highest peak of the Appalachians is only a little over 2,000
meters. The valleys between them do not have steep sides. In parts of the Appalachians, the
land is not good for farming. People have farmed thin strips of land in the valleys where it is flat.
But farmers here barely grow enough for themselves to eat. Much coal is found in these
mountains.
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The Great Plains

In the west of the Appalachians, the land drops to the mighty Mississippi River. Still west is a
vast open area called the Great Plains. The Great Plains is the broad expanse of prairie which lies
east of the Rocky Mountains in the United States of America and Canada. As one of the largest
areas of flatland in the world, it stretches from northern Canada to the Gulf of Mexico, covering
the US states of New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, Wyoming,
Montana, South Dakota and North Dakota, the Canadian provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta.
Much of Minnesota and lowa and much of the Canadian province of Manitoba also lie in the
Great Plains. It is usually divided by Missouri River into two regions: the Central Lowland in the
east, and Great Plains in the west.
® The Central Lowland

The plains east of the Missouri River are called the Central Lowlands. It stretches from
the five Great Lakes to central Texas. Here is some of the most fertile land in the world. On
these plains, the farmers grow corn, soybeans, and wheat. The Central Lowlands are also rich in oil
and natural gas. Many of the large cities in the US are located in the Central Lowlands.
® The Great Plains

To the west of the Missouri River is the Great Plains. Most of the area is treeless
grassland. Wheat and corn fields cover much of the plains. Great herds of cattle and sheep feed on
its grasses. Places such as South Dakota’s Ordway Prairie Preserve ensure that some of the
natural prairie land survives.

Rocky Mountains

West of the Great Plains are the Rocky Mountains, spanning the country from Alaska to
Mexico. High with rugged peaks and steep valleys, the Rocky Mountains rise over 4,260 me-
ters above sea levels and form the continental divide of the United States. On one side of this
great divide, all rivers flow west to the Pacific Ocean. On the other side, the rivers flow east.
Rocky Mountains are younger than the Appalachians. Some of the people living in the
Rocky Mountains earn their living by mining and logging. Rocky Mountains also attract visitors
who come for sports and vacations. The Breathtaking sunsets, glaciated valleys {7k N %),
pristine (J& 45 #3) forests, and snow-crested peaks—this is nature of drama.

Plateaus and the Great Basin

West of the Rockies are the two great plateaus: the Columbia Plateau in the north and
the Colorado Plateau in the south, with the Great Basin in between. The Columbia Plateau is
largely underlain by ancient lava (% ) flows, while Colorado Plateau includes spectacular canyons,
high plateaus, and mountains.

A number of ancient salty lakes are found in the basin, including the famous Great Salt
Lake of Utah. The rivers here do not flow toward the sea and most of them are shallow
and salty. Many flow into the Great Salt Lake. This land receives little rainfall. Much of it is
desert. Death Valley is on the western edge of this region. This valley, 200 kilometers long and
86 kilometers below the sea level, is the lowest point and hottest place in the US. There are few
big cities in this part .The land near the Rocky Mountains is good for grazing cattle.

The Pacific Coastal Ranges

Farther west, along the coast, stands another great system of mountains, the Pacific Coastal
ranges including the Sierra Nevada (/A 4 4 .l Bk) and Cascade ranges ("% #7°% 4.1 8k). It is truly a
unique landscape consisting of various physiographic regions. With dynamic landforms such as
California’s white sand beaches in the south and the rugged and rocky coasts of Washington in
the north, the Pacific Coast is very different from other coastal regions in the US. Another
unique feature running along the Pacific Ocean is the Coast Ranges, which have peak elevations
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of about 1,200 meters in the state of Oregon.
The Canadian Shield

The last main region of North America is called the Canadian Shield, also known as the
Laurentian Plateau (or Laurentian Highlands), which covers an area of 4,790,000 km? and has
the shape of a giant shield. It stands mainly in Canada, extending from Newfoundland in
the east, to the Beaufort Sea in the northwest, and south through Wisconsin and Minnesota
in the US.This is a large area of rocky hills covered with forests. It forms the central land mass of
North America. Few people live in the northern region. But the land is rich in minerals such as
nickel, copper, and silver. There are many streams and lakes in the Canadian Shield. These
waters attract many Canadians and Americans from farther south for vacations.
Alaska and Hawaii

Alaska lies in the northwestern corner of
North America, still mostly a rugged wildemess.
Alaska covers 656,425 square miles, making it the
largest of the 50 states and more than twice the
size of Texas, the second largest state. Juneau (%
i%) is the capital of Alaska. Most of Alaska is
surrounded by water. To the north is the Arctic
Ocean; to the south is the Gulf of Alaska and
Pacific Ocean; to the west is the Bering Sea. Alaska’
oE s land borders Canada to the east and south. The

geography can be categorized into four main areas

including two mountain ranges, a central plateau,
and the Arctic slope or coastal plain. It also
includes the fertile farmland known as the Matanuska (% # % 27 -F ) Valley. Alaska contains 375
million acres of land and thousands of lakes. Permafrost (& A % # #) is a major factor in the
geography of Alaska. It covers most of the northern part of the State. Discontinuous or isolated
patches also exist over the central portions in an overall area covering nearly a third of the State.
The highest point in Alaska is Mt. McKinley at 20,320 feet above sea level (£ 4 #] .1). In fact,
Mt. McKinley is the highest point in North America. Yukon River (3,185 km long, of which 1,
149 km lie in Canada) is the longest river in Alaska and the fifth-longest river in North America.

About 3,680 kilometers across the Pacific Ocean is Hawaii, a long chain of tropical islands
including 8 main islands and over a hundred atolls (3R ## &) and islets. The Hawaiian
Islands were formed by volcanoes that pushed up from the seafloor millions of years ago. Hawaii
is the largest of the habitable Hawaiian islands and covers 4,038 square miles. This island was
formed by five volcanoes, two of which are still active and erupt intermittently (/] £ 3#.).Waikiki
Beach(# & % #% %), located in Honolulu (X4t & & PP A .L” £ B AR EMN G A A E X G MF),
is one of Hawaii’s most popular attractions. Millions of tourists visit Hawaii to bask in the sun on
its beautiful beaches.

_ Major Rivers, Lakes and Mountains

Rivers
@ Mississippi River
The Mississippi River, lying between the Appalachian Mountains and the Rocky Moun-
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tains, is the most important river in the United States and one of the great continental rivers in
the world. It flows 3,770 kilometers from its source in northwestern Minnesota to its mouth in the
Gulf of Mexico.

The Mississippi is the largest river in North America. This means that it carries a greater
volume of water than any other North American river. But the Mississippi is not the longest
river. That honor goes to the Missouri. The Missouri is 320 kilometers longer. But if Mississippi
is measured from the source of its chief headstream (the main branch), the Missouri River,
it is over 6,000 kilometers with more than 40 tributaries. The two major tributaries are the
Missouri River and Ohio River. The Illinois and Arkansas are other major rivers that flow
into the Mississippi. Along the way, the Mississippi borders ten states. It is known as the
Father of Waters.

@ Missouri River

The Missouri River is the longest river system in the United States. It flows about 4,090
kilometers from southwest Montana among the Rocky Mountains to just north of St. Louis,
Missouri, where it joins the Mississippi River. The river is nicknamed “The Big Muddy” as it
has a great deal of mud in it. On its way to the Mississippi, the Missouri forms part of the
border of seven states. The three largest cities along the Missouri are Omaha in Nebraska, and
Kansas City and St. Louis in Missouri.

@® Ohio River

Another main tributary of the Mississippi is Ohio River (1,500 kilometers), which rises from
the rainy east at Pittsburgh, Penn. and joins the Mississippi at Cairo, Illinois. It served as the
gateway to the West at the beginning of the 1800s for the early settlers moving west from the
Appalachians. By the 1820s, steamboats had arrived on the Ohio River. Steamboats moved a lot
faster than flatboats. Traffic on the Ohio rapidly increased as steamboats carried goods and
people up and down the river. Three cities became important centers of trade because of




8 | Understanding the United States

their locations on the busy waterway: Pittsburgh, Cincinnati (in Ohio), and Louisville (in Kentucky).
Traffic on the river lessened in the late 1800s after the railroads were built.

By the mid-1900s, the Ohio River had become severely polluted. Sewage and industrial
wastes had been dumped in it for many years. No one wanted to swim in the river. Cleanup
efforts have helped make the river a place where people can once again enjoy fishing, swimming,
and boating.

@ St. Laurence River

Another important river is the St. Laurence, which forms part of the boundary between
Canada and the United States. The St. Lawrence River is the chief outlet of the Great Lakes,
flowing northeast from Lake Ontario to the Gulf of St. Lawrence on the North Atlantic Ocean,
a distance of 1,300 km. It serves as a major water route to the interior of the United States
and Canada, linking the Great Lakes with the Atlantic Ocean.
® Colorado River and Columbia River

On the Pacific side there are two great rivers: the Colorado River and the Columbia River.
The Colorado River begins in the Rocky Mountains. It flows southwest for some 2,300
kilometers and empties into the Gulf of California. For 342 of these
kilometers the Colorado flows through the magnificent Grand
Canyon in Arizona, which is one of the most beautiful places in the
United States. The Colorado drains an enormous area. All the farms
and cities of the southwestern corner of the country depend on its
water. Many Dams have been built in the Colorado River system.
Hoover Dam, built in 1936 by the federal government, is the
largest of the dams located on the Colorado River.

The Columbia River rises in western Canada and continues in the
v US for about 1,900 kilometers. It flows into the Pacific Ocean.
the Grand Canyon The volume of the Columbia’s flow is second only to that of the

Mississippi. among the US rivers.

@® Rio Grande River

Another important river in the southwest America is the Rio Grande River. It runs about
3,000 kilometers from the southern Rocky Mountains to the Gulf of Mexico and forms part of
the United States-Mexico border.
@ Rivers East of the Appalachians

The rivers east of the Appalachians are usually short. All of them run to the Atlantic Ocean.
The Potomac River is famous not only because Washington D.C. is located on its band but also
because it is the dividing line between the South and the North. The Hudson River is
famous because New York City stands at the river mouth. It is there ( at New York City ) that the
Hudson river meets the Atlantic Ocean. Linked by canals with the five Great Lakes, the Hudson
River serves as an important route for inland waterway traffic.
Great Lakes and Niagara Falls
® Great Lakes

Along the United States-Canadian border lie the world’s largest group of freshwater lakes—
the five connected Great Lakes, including (from largest to smallest) Lake Superior, Lake Huron,
Lake Michigan, Lake Erie, and Lake Ontario. The lakes are a part of both countries and are
shared by both. Only Lake Michigan lies entirely within the United States.

Covering an area of 244,100 square kilometers, the Great Lakes are so large that they
could be easily seen from the Moon! All together, the lakes hold about 20 percent of all the
fresh water on the Earth’s surface. The Great lakes are connected to the Atlantic Ocean



Chapter 1 Geography | 9

by the St. Lawrence River. Four of North America’s largest cities are located on the edge of
the Great Lakes. They are Chicago, Detroit, Toronto (Canada), and Cleveland. These lakes are
joined together by canals and linked to the Mississippi. and its tributaries. They are the economic
lifeline of the Midwest.

@ Niagara Falls (JETEM$s 3 )

Niagara Falls is the most spectacular falls in the United States because of its great beauty and
immense size. It is part of the Niagara River, which connects Lake Erie and Lake Ontario. East
of the river is the United States. West of the river is Canada. About halfway between the two
lakes, a sharp drop in the river makes Niagara Falls.

Niagara Falls consists of two giant waterfalls and one smaller one. One big waterfall, called
American Falls, is on the US side of the river. The waterfall is
328 meters wide and 55 meters high. The biggest of the two
giant waterfalls is in Canada and is known as the Canadian Falls,
also called the Horseshoe Falls because of its horseshoe
shape. The curved edge of the Canadian Falls measures 670
meters wide and the water drops 57 meters. The Canadian
Falls carries nine times more water than the American Falls! A
great tourist attraction, Niagara Falls makes an enormous,
ground-shaking roar and a huge cloud of water mist. Rainbows
shine through the mist. At night, the falls are lit with colored
lights, creating a brilliant display!
® Great Salt Lake

In northwest Utah lies the Great Salt Lake. Its maximum depth is 8 meters. As a
terminal lake, the Great Salt Lake is several times more saline than seawater, making it easy to
float in. It contains about 4.4 billion tons of minerals. About three fourths of this total is common
table salt. Surrounded by stretches of sand, salt land and marsh, the lake remains isolated, though
in recent years it has become important as a source of minerals, as a beach and water-sports
attraction, and as a wildlife preserve. Near Great Salt Lake lies the capital and largest city of
Utah—Salt Lake City. The marshlands on the lake’s eastern and northern shores are the
habitat for millions of migratory shorebirds and waterfowl.

Mountains

Beside the Appalachian Mountains and the Rocky Mountains, there are still a few more
worth mentioning in this part. Mount McKinley in Alaska is the tallest mountain in the United
States. It rises 6,194 meters above sea level. In the Sierra Nevada of eastern California, Mount
Whitney, at 4,418 meters, is the highest peak in the United States outside of Alaska. The
Sawatch Mountains form part of the Continental Divide, which runs through western
Colorado. The divide, the main watershed boundary of the North American continent, weave
(it w1 i@ 1t ) through the continent along the tops of the Rocky Mountains. It marks the point at
which all rivers to the east flow toward the Atlantic Ocean and all rivers to the west flow
toward the Pacific Ocean. The Cascade Range is a major mountain range extending from
northern California through Oregon and Washington into British Columbia, Canada.
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m Natural Resources and Climate

Natural Resources
@ Minerals and Metals

The United States is a land rich in natural resources. Many minerals are found in North
America. Iron, nickel(4%), copper, gold, and many other metals are found in the North of the
Great Lakes. Coal is found in eastern United States. Qil is found near the Gulf of Mexico.
More metals—including lead, zinc(4¥), and silver—are found in the western mountains. The
US ranks first in the world in coal and natural gas deposits, and ranks second in the oil deposits.
@® Forests

Before European settlement, forests covered nearly one billion acres of what is now the
United States. Since the mid-1600’s, about 300 million acres of forest have been cleared,
primarily for agriculture during the 19th century. Today about one-third of the nation is
forested. Total forest area has been relatively stable for the last 100 years (currently about
747 million acres). Forests are chiefly found in the eastern and western highlands of the
country. Along the Pacific coast there are more thick forests. The heavy rainfall there helps the
trees to grow very large. This is the home of giant trees like the redwoods of California.
Redwood trees often grow to be 61—91 meters tall. But in the Southwest, there are deserts
where only small shrubs and cacti can grow.

Climate

Climates throughout the United States are as varied as its geographical features. It is mostly
temperate, but tropical in Hawaii and Florida, arctic in Alaska, semiarid (¥ F % #%) in the great
plains west of the Mississippi River, and arid in the Great Basin of the southwest. Most of
the nation experiences all four seasons, with cold and snow winters and warm summers. The
southwest and southeast experience fewer variations in climate and rarely receive snow in the
winter.

The United States are exposed to various natural hazards: tsunamis (#%%), volcanoes, and
earthquake activity around Pacific Basin; hurricanes along the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico
coasts; tornadoes(#.# &) in the Midwest and southeast; mud slides in California; forest fires in the
west; flooding; permafrost in northern Alaska.

State Regions

Map of State Regions
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According to their climate, geography, traditions, and history, the 50 states of the Wnited
States are divided into six regions as shown in the following table.
New England | Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont

Middle Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania

Atlantic

South Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri,
ou

North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia

Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio,
South Dakota, Wisconsin

Southwest Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas

Alaska, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah,
Washington, Wyoming

Midwest

‘West

New England

New England is the smallest of all six regions. Yet it played a dominant role in
American development. From the 17th century until well into the 19th, New England was the
country’s cultural and economic center.

The earliest European settlers of New England were English. They found it difficult to farm
the land in large lots, as was common in the South. By 1750,
many settlers had turned to other pursuits. The mainstays( % #%)
of the region became shipbuilding, fishing, and trade.

New Englanders gained a reputation for hard work,
shrewdness, thrift, and ingenuity. These traits came in handy as
the Industrial Revolution reached America in the first half of the
19th century and new factories sprang up in this region. Boston
had become the financial heart of the nation.

New England also supported a vibrant (% 7% 5 %)  cultural
life. Education is the region’s strongest legacies. There are
such top-ranking universities and colleges as Harvard, Yale,
Brown, Dartmouth, Smith, Wellesley, Mt. Holyoke, Williams,
Ambherst, and Wesleyan, unequaled by any other region. In the
20th century, most of New England’s traditional industries
have relocated (% #7 % F) to states or foreign countries where
goods can be made more cheaply. The gap has been partly filled
by the microelectronics and computer industry.
The Middle Atlantic States

If New England provided the brains and
dollars for 19th century American expansion,
the Middle Atlantic States provided the muscle.
The region’s largest states, New York and
Pennsylvania, became centers of heawy
industry (iron, glass, and steel).

The Middle Atlantic region was settled by
a wider range of people than New England.
Early settlers were mostly farmers and traders,
and the region served as a bridge between
North and South. Philadelphia was home to
the Continental Congress that organized the

American Revolution and the birthplace of the

&y
Rhode
Istand

Map of New England

W JERsEY

Map of the Middle Region Atlantick Region



