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Color

2-0bjectives

In this unit, you will learn some interesting information related to the colors in the world. By
the end of this unit, you will be able to

/. listen and talk about color-related topics fluently.

/. read more about colors efficiently.

/. know rules about word-formation accurately.

/. learn how to write a recommendation letter in English appropriately.

1. Write down as many colors as you can and then compare what you have written with your
partner.

2. Describe your favorite color to your partner.

3. Listen to the recording and fill in the blanks with the information you hear.

Clothes are like a (1) skin. Most likely you feel ~(2)  when you wear your (3) color.
What happens when someone sees you wearing this color? Does the color send a - (4) ? One of
the most (5) examples of color symbolism in clothing is the custom of using (6) for
girls and (7) for boys ... but it wasn’t always this way. This tradition emerged at the turn of the
20th century. Since pink was thought to be a (8) color, it was best suited for boys; blue was
more delicate and dainty and best for girls. In 1921, the Women’s Institute for Domestic Science in

“Art is unquestionably one of the purest and highest elements in human happiness. It
trains the mind through the eye, and the eye through the mind. As the sun colors flowers, so
does art color life.”

—John Lubbock
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1 Once upon a time the colors of the world started to quarrel.

2 All claimed that they were the best.

3 The most important.

4 The most useful.

5 The favorite.

6 Green said:

7 “Clearly I am the most important. I am the sign of life and hope. I was chosen for grass, trees
and leaves. Without me, all animals would die. Look over the countryside and you will see that I am
in the majority.”

8 Blue interrupted:

9 “You only think about the earth, but consider the sky and the sea. It is the water that is the
basis of life and drawn up by the clouds from the deep sea. The sky gives space and peace. Without
my peace, you would all be nothing. ”

10 Yellow chuckled:

11 “You are all so serious. I bring laughter and warmth into the world. The sun is yellow, the
moon is yellow, and the stars are yellow. Every time you look at a sunflower, the whole world starts
to smile. Without me, there would be no fun.”

12 Orange started next to blow her trumpet:

13 “I am the color of health and strength. I may be scarce, but I am precious for I serve the
needs of human life. I carry the most important vitamins. Think of carrots, pumpkins, oranges, and
mangoes. [ don’t hang around all the time, but when I fill the sky at sunrise or sunset, my beauty is
so striking that no one gives another thought to any of you.”

14 Red could stand it no longer and he shouted out:

15 “I am the ruler of all of you. I am blood—life’s blood! I am the color of danger and of
bravery. I am willing to fight for a cause. I bring fire into the blood. Without me, the earth would be
as empty as the moon. I am the color of passion and love.”

16 Purple rose up to his full height.

17 He was very tall and spoke with great pomp, “I am the color of royalty and power. Kings
and chiefs have always chosen me for I am the sign of authority and wisdom. People do not
question me! They listen and obey.”

18 Finally Indigo spoke, much more quietly than all the others, but with just as much



Unit One Color

determination:

19 “Think of me. I am the color of silence. You hardly notice me, but without me you all
become superficial. I represent thought and reflection. You need me for balance and contrast, for
prayer and inner peace.”

20 And so the colors went on beasting, each convinced of his or her own superiority. Their
quarreling became louder and louder. Suddenly there was a startling flash of bright lightening
thunder rolling and booming. Heavy rain started to pour down. The colors crouched down in fear,
drawing close to one another for comfort.

21 In the midst of the clamor, the rain began to speak:

22 “You foolish colors, fighting amongst yourselves, each trying to dominate the rest. Don’t
you know that you were each made for a special purpose, unique and different? Join hands with one
another and come to me.”

23 Doing as they were told, the colors united and joined hands. The rain continued:

24 “From now on, when the rain stops, each of you will stretch across the sky in a great bow of
color as a reminder that you can all live in peace. The rainbow is a sign of hope for tomorrow.” And
s0, whenever a good rain washes the world, a rainbow appears in the sky, which let us remember to

appreciate one another.

(587 words)

/'kworal / n.  an angry disagreement between two or more people or groups ), 7_H ;
BE v. IR, F BB
/kleim / n.  a statement that something is true, even though it has not been proved &K,
A# v, to state that something is true, even though it has not been proved &% ; % #
s BLEA
/ ma'd3oriti / n.  the largest number or part of something X ¥k 4+, X % %
/ inta'rApt / v.  to stop a person from speaking for a short period by something you say
or do, or stop something from happening for a short period 7 ¥7 ; %5 5%, 357§
/'tfakl/v. to laugh quietly # Fi%
/'trampit / n. o\
/'skeas / a. mnot easy to find or obtain £t &9, RE 4,V H, BILE
/'prefos / a. of great value because of being rare, expensive or important E T4, %
Y
/'vaitomin, 'vi- / n. 4% &
/ 'maengau / n.  a tropical fruit with smooth skin, juicy orange-yellow flesh and a large pit
inside =R

/'straikin / a.  very unusual or easily noticed, and therefore attracting a lot of attention
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AR, 2EH
\very /'breiveri / n.  actions, behavior, or an attitude that shows courage and confidence FaE
\ssion /'pafon/n. a very powerful feeling, for example of sexual attraction, love, hate, anger or
other emotion  #Hr, # A
pomp / pomp / n. splendid and colorful ceremony, especially traditional ceremony on public
occasions BT, &L S
v /'roiolti / n.  the people who belong to the family of a king and queen 2%, 2%
/tfixf / n.  the person in charge of a group or organization, or the ruler of a tribe & 4R
/ o:'0oriti / n.  the moral or legal right or ability to control B A B B A
dizo /'indigou/n.  (having) a bluish purple color wEFEE
perficial / sjurpa'fifal / a.  not studying or looking at something carefully and only seeing the
most noticeable things & & &9 ik % 89
/ ritpri'zent / v. to officially speak or take action for another person or group of people
FE T S 0F T TR ¢ 3
flection/ ri'flekfon / n.  careful thought, or an idea or opinion based on this BB s AR
0ast / boust / v. to talk too proudly about one’s abilities, achievements, or possessions w4,
a5
/ sju(:),piori'oriti / n.  the quality of being better, more skillful, more powerful etc.
than other people or things 4EA&ME, wH
/'statlin / a.  very unusual or surprising A APLIR
/'krautf/v. to lower your body close to the ground by bending your knees completely
/ o'manst / prep. (=among) in or through the middle of a group of people or things

/'domineit / v. to control someone or something or to have more importance than other
people or things %, & %
/jurnik / a. being the only one of its kind J&— B8 BAFH TN
/ o'prizfieit / v. to understand how good or useful someone or something is KK ; &
B R
wround R, @, 129
Bk B1F
(M &m T
HF, % h, WA
55

http: // en.wikipedia.org / wiki / Color
http: // www.colormatters.com /



Unit One Color

I . Answer the following questions.
1. Why did the colors of the world start to quarrel one day?
2. What are these colors?
3. Which color carries the most important vitamins?
4. Why did kings and chiefs always choose purple?
5. Why did the rain say that these colors are stupid?

1l . Decide, according to Text A, whether the following statements are true or false.
1. Green claims to be the most important for he is the sign of life and hope.
2. Orange is the color of carrots, pumpkins, oranges. and mangoes; they carry the most
important vitamins than any other food.
3. According to the text, purple is the tallest color.
4. Red is the ruler of all the colors.
5. Each color was made for a special purpose, unique and different.

I . Recite the following paragraph.

Doing as they were told, the colors united and joined hands. The rain continued,“From now
on, when the rain stops, each of you will stretch across the sky in a great bow of color as a reminder
{ that you can all live in peace. The rainbow is a sign of hope for tomorrow.” And so, whenever a
good rain washes the world, a rainbow appears in the sky, which let us remember to appreciate one

another.

1l . Vocabulary
Section A. Explain the italicized part in each sentence in your own words.
1. All claimed that they were the best.
_ 1 am the color of passion and love.
. My beauty is so striking that no one gives another thought to any of you.
_Red could stand it no longer.

w A W

. Each of you will stretch across the sky in a great bow of color as a reminder that you can all
live in peace.

Section B. Complete the following sentences with the words or expressions from Text A. Change

the form where necessary.

1. It makes me SO satisfied to down welcoming children rushing into my arm with their
arms apart.
e 2. 1 can’t help them to resolve their . they must fight it out between them.

3. Several soldiers were decorated for
4. If you your own trumpet SO often, no one else will blow it for you.
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We work as a team. No one is allowed to

Section C. Choose the proper word or expression in the table to fill in the blank in each of the

Jollowing sentences. Change the form where necessary.

© 0 NN UL AW~

claim interrupt precious superficial represent

unique appreciate royalty scarce boast

. The doll is cracked and worn, but it’s to me because it was my mother’s.
. Mr. Kobayashi was chosen to the company at the conference.

. I’'m not an expert, but I fine works of art.

. The product “to make you thin without dieting”.

. Food was often in the winter.

He’s about how much money he has made.

. At school the other children treated them like
. Sorry to , but I need to ask you to come downstairs.
. All the other girls seemed silly and to Darlene.

10. Each person’s fingerprints are

Il. Translation

Section A. Put the following sentences into Chinese.

L
2.
28

Two suspicious-looking fellows were seen hanging around the campus last night.

He was so worried that sweat began to pour down his face.

Hawaii is a chain of volcanic islands, part of a great chain of islands which stretch across the
Pacific.

4. I represent the silent majority.

. He is a recognized authority.

Section B. Put the following sentences into English, using words, expressions or structure from

Text A.
ik
2.
3
4.
5.

1

HHBWZATMT .
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Have you ever wondered what the world would be like if there were no colors? What if



Unit One Color

there were only a few colors? It would probably be
a very boring world compared to the one we live in
now. Everyday you are surrounded by many different
colors that come in different shades and hues. These
are the results of color mixing. Today, we are going
to learn about two different types of color mixing:
additive color mixing and subtractive color mixing.

Mixing Color Lights

2 Mixing color lights is called additive color

mixing because the combined colors are formed by
adding light from two or more light sources, which will give more illumination than any of the
lights by themselves. In other words, the brightness of the lights is added together. For example,
adding green light and biue light produces cyan light, which

is brighter than its two components.
3 Like in painting, all colors of light can be made from
‘ mixing three primary colors. Do you know the primary
colors for light? In painting, the three primary colors are
k : ' yellow, blue, and red, but for light they are RED, GREEN,

@ and BLUE.
4 Red and green lights make yellow light. Green and
blue lights make cyan light. Blue and red lights make magenta light. What do you think Red +
Green + Blue lights make? What is the brightest color of light?

5 Mixing color lights is used in theatre performances to create a dramatic effect. It is also
used in television and computer monitors to create the full range of colors that give you the colorful
cartoons or video games that you see and play.

Mixing Paint

6 Mixing paint is a kind of subtractive color mixing
because different colors of paint absorb different colors of
light. Any color that is not absorbed or subtracted from the
light will reflect off the paint. We can only see the reflected

color. For example, cyan paint alone will subtract red light.

Yellow paint alone will subtract blue light. A mixture of

cyan and yellow paint will then subtract both blue and red lights. Because the primary colors of light
are red, blue, and green, we will see the reflected green light if we mix cyan and yellow paint. Black
paint absorbs all light and white paint reflects all light.

7 Subtractive painting also allows us to see the difference in shade, such as the difference
between red and dark red. Remember that dark red paint is made from black and red paint.
Black paint absorbs all lights so it subtracts green, blue, and red lights. Red paint subtracts only
green and blue lights. So, dark red paint will subtract green, blue, and some red lights, it will
look darker than red paint alone. Can you explain why if we mix green and white paint, we get
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a lighter green?

8 What do you think the primary color of mixing paint is? Surprisingly, it is not the yellow,
red, and blue that we expected. It is actually cyan, magenta, and yellow. Your color printer at home
actually uses these three colors to make the colorful pictures that you print out!

(522 words)

onder /'wanda / v.  to ask yourself questions or express a desire to know about something 1%
¥ il ; g
rround /so'raund / v.  to be everywhere around something & F] , 2R 4%
/hju:/n.  (adegree of lightness, darkness, strength, etc. of) a color R &, &%
itive /'&ditiv / a. . characterized or produced by adding #FAn#d
fractive / sab'treektiv / a.  constituting or involving subtraction &, 85; H i 545, fi 49
mbine / kom'bain / v. to (cause to) exist together, or join together to make a single thing or
group Ao 4L, KA
imination /ijuimi'neifon/n.  light F&#A
1 / 'saion / n.  (of) a deep greenish blue color, one of the three main colors that are used in
color printing and photography Ege
nponent / kom'paunant / n.  a part which combines with other parts to form something bigger
A, B, R
imgenta /mo'dsents /a.  of a dark reddish purple color ¥4t &, 44
‘ramatic /dro'maetik / a.  very sudden or noticeable, or full of action and excitement X B 44,
FIAGE B 69 A AR P 84
b /ab'sotb/v. to take something in, especially gradually Rk
ihtract / sob'trekt/v.  to remove a number from another number &, 2, 3=3%, i
reflect /ri'flekt /v, if a surface reflects light, heat, sound, or an image, it sends the light, etc. back
and does not absorb it. R Bk, K 4t

ymprehe

I . Answer the following questions.
1. What are the primary colors for light? What are the primary colors for paint?
. If we mix green and white paint, what do we get?
. What do you think Red + Green + Blue light make?
. Which three colors does our color printer actually use to print the colorful pictures at home?
. Have you wondered what the world would be like if there were no colors. Describe it to the
class.
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