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Editor’s Preface

Editor’s Preface

China has long been a country with many ethnic groups and multi-
ple cultural traditions, therefore, China studies must include researches
on non-Han ethnic groups and their cultures. It is based on such a com-
mon understanding that the School of China Studies of Renmin Univer-
sity of China has been actively promoting and organizing researches on
the language, history, geography, religion and culture of ethnic minor-
ity groups of China’s {rontier regions ever since its inception. The
school has also made the decision to establish the Institute for Histori-
cal and Philological Studies of China’s Western Regions. With strong
support from the university as well as the society, the Institute has now
been established after a year of preparation, We are now launching the
“Monograph Series of Historical and Philological Studies of China’s
Western Regions”. These publications present academic approaches,
pursuits and achievements of the Institute’s members and their col-
leagues and friends all over the world, We hope the Monograph Series
will serve the scholarly community as an academic platform for rallying
scholars both within and outside China to improve and ensure the flour-
ishing of historical and philoldgical studies of China’s western regions.

Three main considerations prompted the School of China Studies at
Renmin University of China to choose the historical and philological

study of China’s western regions as one of its core research fields to be



