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Preface

The Islam is the youngest in three largest religions in the world, which arose in the early 7th
century A.D. Islam is the second —largest world religion, which has been from a regional single
national religion in the Arabian Peninsula to a worldwide multi—ethnic religion faith during nearly
1,400 years. The Islam has its enormous, profound and lasting influence on world politics,
economics, culture and ideology which created splendid Arab Islamic culture through absorbing
essence of the other world cultures, and holds an important position in the world cultural history.
The Islamic architecture mainly featured in mosque, which is not only a model of Islamic culture,
but also like a glorious jewel in the world architectural treasures.

The Islamic architecture is a kind of building system which encompasses the mosque, the
religious school, the mansion and the tomb. It is a kind of building system with unique style and
diversified forms which created by the people of the Arab Empire in the Middle Ages. They
followed by the concept of Islam, based on the traditional Arabic architecture, absorbed the essence
of other nation’s buildings, then worked together to create it. The Muslims of Chinese ethnic
minorities created the Islamic architecture with Chinese characteristics based on transplanting and
absorbing the Arabic, Persian and other Islamic architectural styles, combined with traditional
Chinese architectural styles and local architectural forms. Among them, one is the Xinjiang Uygur
and other ethnic groups’ building system, keeping apparent Arabic architectural style and distinctive
local characteristics; the other is the Hui peoples’ building system, combined with more Chinese
traditional architecture features, such as wooden —structure palace, courtyard characteristics. These
two kinds of Chinese Islamic building systems make Chinese Islamic architecture showing gorgeous
style and features. So it is worthwhile to know, understand, study, appreciate and protect it.

Based on this thought, the colleagues in the press from Ningxia and Xinjiang who are eager to



explore, propagate Chinese Islamic culture initiated the subject named Chinese Islamic Architecture
Art in the 1990’s. They organized professional photographers toured all over the country, taking a
group of the representative pictures related about mosques and tombs. So we were able to compile
this picture album based on them in Chinese, English, Arabic trilingual.

Chinese Islamic Architecture Art has selected 50 well —~known mosques and 10 tombs, using
more than a few hundred pictures with emphasis on the perspective from the art of architecture. The
famous Ningxia architect, Mr. Yao Fuxing, Hui people, wrote an article A Summary of Islamic
architecture in China, giving systematic exposition about the background and characteristics of Arab
Islamic architecture, the origin relations, architectural style, characteristics between Chinese and
Arabic Islamic architecture, which acts in coordination with the pictures. Hope it will help readers
have a better understanding about the artistic features of Islamic architecture.

During compiling for this book, we referred to Mr. Liu Zhiping’s book China Islamic
Architecture  (Xinjiang People’s Publishing House, 1985), Mr. Wu Jianwei’s A Glance at China
Mosque  (Ningxia People’s Publishing House, 1995) , Encyclopedia of Islam in China (Sichuan
Dictionary Publishing House, 1996) and other works as references. One thing to point out is that
the former Chairman of Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, Ma Qizhi and the incumbent Chairman
of Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, Mr. Wang Zhengwei have ever paid close attention to this
book during its process of editing and publishing. It is for their concern that we could continue the
edition and publication of this book. Hereby, we just show our most sincere thanks to them for their
support.

The Chinese Islamic architecture symbolizes Chinese Islamic culture, which is an important and
unique component of Chinese architecture and culture. We will work hard consistently to explore,
study, protect, display the Chinese Islamic culture so that we could further carry forward our open,

tolerant and broad Chinese civilization.

Sijian Ding

2010.10.Beijing
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