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Zhao Dengshan—

Inheritor of Shandong Guzheng Music

Zhao Dengshan, male, was born in 1933 in
Heze City. He is the state first-class performer, the
vice chairman of Guzheng Society of the Chinese
Musicians” Association, the vice chairman of
Guzheng Specialty Committee of the Chinese
National Orchestral Music Institute, and the winner
of the State Council special allowance.

Yuncheng and Juancheng in Heze have always
been praised as "the land of Guzheng". Guzheng
is widely popular with the people there and there
is a saying of "Most of the rich families in the town
have Se while every village outside the town has
Zheng" in the public. Born in the land of Guzheng,
Zhao Dengshan was extremely fond of folk music
since childhood. When he was eight years old, he
learned the folk art form Daoging from the old artist
Yang Anzi and entered the palace of music initially.
At the age of 14, he learned Zhuigin from the old
artist Wang Dengji and at the same time he learned
Ruangonghu from Liang Yanyi. At the age of 15,
he was apprenticed to the old folk artists Fan Xiyu,
Zhang Yingyi and others of our country to learn
Guzheng. In 1950, he was formally apprenticed to
Zhao Yuzhai, a famous player of Guzheng of Zheng
School of Shandong Province with the title of "the
Chinese King of Guzheng". Zhao Dengshan has
inherited the essence of Shandong Guzheng Music
and made some breakthroughs. He created himself
the flying swallow-like method of string-pressing,
that is, the left index finger (or the middle finger)
presses the strings while other fingers stick up
naturally. That can better reflect the delicacy of the
rhyme and tone and enhance the aesthetic feeling
of the performance. He also presses the strings with
his left middle finger and the index finger in turn
in order to make the convergence of the rhythm
more coherent and the sounds more melodious. He
has invented many playing techniques. By cleverly
using the techniques of Gugin for reference, he can
simulate the lingering and distant rhythm of the
Gugin. He has expanded the performing zones of

Guzheng and greatly enriched the expressive force

of Guzheng.

For decades of years, he has been treating
the inheritance and development of Shandong
Guzheng Music as his own task. He has further
excavated and sorted out the techniques of Guzheng
of Shandong Zheng School. He has sorted out the
ancient Gongchi notations and translated them into
the modern numbered musical notations. These
music treasures on the verge of being lost have been
protected completely to this very day and have been
spread actively in the modern society as they have
reproduced the eternal charm. He has also created
many songs by mixing the rhyme and rhythm of
the traditional music with the flavor of the times
in order to further excavate and carry forward the
traditional rhythm. At the same time, he has actively
given lectures and spread it in China’s Hong Kong
and China’s Taiwan, Korea and other places, and
he has become the most representative inheritor of
Zheng School of Shandong Province. In 2004, he
won the Life-long Contribution Award for the Art
of Folk Music presented by the Chinese National
Orchestral Music Institute.

In 2009, Zhao Dengshan was listed as the
representative inheritor of the third group of the
national intangible cultural heritage projects by the
Ministry of Culture.
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Li Guangfu—

Inheritor of Trumpet Music of Southwest Shandong

Li Guangfu, male, was born in 1941
in Mudan District, Heze City. In 1952 he
was recruited as a Suona player in the
band by the Opera Group of Juancheng
County and was transferred to work in
the Cultural Center in Mudan District,
Heze City in 1981.

Heze is one of the main spreading
areas of the Trumpet Music of
Southwest Shandong. In many towns
and villages, there are professional
and semi-professional Trumpet Music
bands everywhere. The members of
the band are always of the same family
or relatives. They are employed to
give the performance on the occasion
of ancestor worship and birthday congratulation,
funerals and weddings, opening ceremonies and so
on. This situation always continues for a few days
and the Trumpet Music has become a folk artistic
form which is popular among the people.

Li Guangfu was born in a Suona family in
Xiaoliu Town, which is called Suona Lizhuang,
Mudan District, Heze City. He learned Suona from
his father when he was very young and then he was
formally apprenticed to the Suona masters Yuan
Ziwen and Zhang Liansheng to improve his skill by
absorbing the playing essence of the seniors. At the
same time he absorbed the essence of the western
wind instruments and created by himself many
kinds of playing skills. He developed the skills of
Ruantu, Hahatu, Fuyin and so on. The charming
articulation and the clear timbre have improved
and enriched Suona’s expression power. Through
musical language, his Carrying the Bridal Sedan
Chair expresses thoroughly the bride’s complicated
mind, the mind of being happy and shy and that of
longing to and being afraid to meet her husband’s
family. In "Please sit down, my esteemed in-law" in
the Henan Opera Chao Yang Gou played by Suona,
one Suona can show four tunes and this is praised

as "a unique talent".

Li Guangfu’s exquisite playing skill is generally
recognized. In 1987, Carrying the Bridal Sedan
Chair played by him got the second prize in the
competition of the National Musical Instruments. In
1992, Li Guangfu got the first prize in the National
Competition of Suona. In the spare time, Li Guangfu
has tapped and sorted out a batch of northern
playing compositions and skills which were dying
out, and used them into the accompaniment of
the local operas and the Suona solo in Southwest
Shandong to inherit and develop the traditional
musical compositions. In order to pass the skill on
to the people of his town, he founded the Secondary
Musical School of Heze with his own money and
has cultivated about ten thousand Suona players.
In 2000, he published the CD Li Guangfu’s Suona-
playing Album and the monographs The Trumpet
Music and the Folk Customs in Southwest Shandong
and The Application of Suona in the Traditional
Opera. His brief biography has been incorporated
into The World Art Dictionary and Dictionary of
Chinese Celebrities.
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Zhang Yufang—

Inheritor of Trumpet Music of Southwest Shandong

Zhang Yufang, male, was born in 1950 in
Mudan District, Heze City. He is the fifth generation
inheritor of the Zhang Team, the representative band
of Trumpet Music of Southwest Shandong.

Trumpet Music of Southwest Shandong has
wide public foundation in Heze and there are many
bands there. As the main representative team of
the performing bands of the Trumpet Music of
Southwest Shandong, the Zhang Team in Mudan
District has an important influence on Chinese
music. Many tunes and melodies performed by
the Zhang Team are incorporated into the teaching
materials of Suona published by the Central
Conservatory of Music. After the foundation of
People’s Republic of China, Zhang Team has
cultivated some famous players of the Trumpet
Music successively, such as Zhang Yuzhi, Zhang
Yubai and so on. Zhang Yuzhi began to learn the art
when he was seven years old. He can play Sheng,
pipe, flute and Xiao and his skillful performance
techniques enable him to design the melodies.
During many years’ practices, he has excavated,
sorted out and reformed a vast amount of melodies
and tunes of the Trumpet Music of Southwest
Shandong, and become a many-sided person in the
music circles.

Zhang Yufang is the fifth generation inheritor of
the Zhang Team. He began to learn the traditional
tunes and the basic skills of Suona from his father
when he was six years old. He began to play the
tunes and went outside to give performances with
the Suona band when he was eight years old. He
began to participate in the theatrical performances
and the public activities organized by the
governments at all levels when he was sixteen years
old. When he was eighteen years old, he can play
the leading role independently and began to lead the
team to give performances and won the prizes for
many times. He is good at playing the opening tunes
of Suona, such as Da Di Jiao, Opening the Door
and Carrying the Bridal Sedan Chair, and the other

tunes such as Qing Yang Ge, Man Tang Hua and Da
Jin Chan. He is skilled in simulating the melodies
and he can do that vividly. Through the tempering

of many years’ performances, he has formed a
style of loud and clear performance and the lifelike
simulation.

In 1972, he won the excellent prize in the
Theatrical Performance in Heze. In 1983, he won
the second prize in the Theatrical Performance of
Shandong Province. In 2002, he won the first prize
in the Folk Music Festival of Heze City. In 2004, he
followed the Traditional Instruments Orchestra of
Heze City to go to Beijing to give the performances.
He performed the tunes such as Chi Zi Kai Men,
Suo Nan Zhi and so on in the Central Conservatory
of Music and won the high praise from the music
experts of Beijing. What he performed had been
recorded and videoed for teaching exchange.

In order to pass on and circulate the
performance techniques of Suona, when going
off work, Zhang Yufang went outside to give
performances in his spare time. He has cultivated a
batch of Suona players for the army, the universities
and polytechnics and the theatre troupes.
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