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Leaning to Share

Many years ago I met a man whose unique psychology helped me to shed
a life of struggle and uneasiness for great happiness, for peace of mind, and
for a measure of success I otherwise would not have attained.

His name was George Robert White, a man who was orphaned and
impoverished at a tender age. Yet, a man whose God-given beliefs made
him both a material and a spiritual millionaire at thirty.

My path to success, and to what I had considered its natural result—
happiness—was the ordinary road over which most American businessmen
travel | namely, endless hours of hard work, social contacts, wise investments,
headaches and heartaches.

I had become an executive in a multi—million dollar drug firm. But
where was the resulting happiness that my material gain was supposed to have
afforded me?

In my private moments of mental inventory, 1 discovered that I had no
more peace of mind, nor was I less afraid of the problems of life and death,
than many years before, when 1 planned my road to happiness and success by
the flickering lamp in my father’s tiny farmhouse. The reason was, I had
neglected spiritual values in my anxiety for material gain.

It took the kindly advice of George Robert White, to open the pathway
for me to happiness and freedom of mind. The important lesson Mr.White

taught me is this; If we are to be happy, if we are to be successful in every



aspect of the word, if we are to live truly full lives, we must share ourselves,
as well as our material gain, with our fellow men.

As a young man, Mr. White took over the leadership of a small soap-
manufacturing plant in Boston, and throughout his career he gave away to
charity a large part of his net profits.

I shall never forget Mr. White’s words: “Personal success, business
success, built upon materialism alone, are empty shells concealing disappointment
saddened lives,” which he epitomized by saying: “Cast your bread upon the
waters and it will come back in abundance.”

Since Mr. White’s death, I have endeavored, as his successor, to adhere
to his code of ethics. Two dollars out of every three dollars profit earned by
our corporation is shared with others in helping to make our nation a better

place in which to live.

Note;
flickering adj. [NYFH), B, ZRRAIE, —H—NHY
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Flawless beauty

A water bearer in India had two large pots, each hung on each end of a
pole which he carried across his neck. One of the pots had a crack in it, and
while the other pot was perfect and always delivered a full portion of water at
the end of the long walk from the stream to the master’s house, the cracked
pot arrived only half full.

For a full two years this went on daily, with the bearer delivering only
one and a half pots full of water in his master’s house. Of course, the perfect
pot was proud of its accomplishments, perfect to the end for which it was
made. But the poor cracked pot was ashamed of its own imperfection, and
miserable that it was able to accomplish only half of what it had been made to
do.

After two years of what it perceived to Be a bitter failure, it spoke to the
water bearer one day by the stream. “I am ashamed of myself, and I want to
apologize to you.”

“Why? 7 asked the bearer. “What are you ashamed of? ”

“I have been able, for these past two years, to deliver only half my load
because this crack in my side causes water to leak out all the way back to
your master’s house. Because of my flaws, you have to do all of this work,
and you don’t get full value from your efforts,” the pot said.

The water bearer felt sorry for the old cracked pot, and in his compassion

he said, “As we return to the master’s house, I want you to notice the beautiful



flowers along the path.”

Indeed, as they went up the hill, the old cracked pot took notice of the
sun warming the beautiful wild flowers on the side of the path, and this
cheered it some. But at the end of the trail, it still felt sad because it had
leaked out half its load, and so again it apologized to the bearer for its failure.

The bearer said to the pot, “Did you notice that there were flowers only
on your side of your path, but not on the other pot’s side? That’s because I
have always known about your flaw, and I took advantage of it. [ planted
flowers seeds on your side of the path, and every day while we walk back
from the stream, you’ve watered them. For two years I have been able to pick
these beautiful flowers to decorate my master’s table. Without your being just
the way you are, he would not have this beauty to grace his house.”

Note.

bearer n. £{E A, #izH
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Baseball Has a Religion Too

There is a saying at the race track that you can’t “rule a man off for
trying” . 1 believe in this approach to life on this earth. I believe in God. 1
believe in my country. I believe there is a right and a wrong way to do things. If
I were asked to define Americanism I would say it was the American’s willingness
and ambition to stand on his own two feet. I keep a box score on every baseball
game I cover. There is a credit column in which hits are recorded and there is a
debit column in which errors are listed. These are often deceptive. They will
give hits to a batter who has been lucky and they will charge errors against a
fielder who has been unlucky. This is a small mirror of life itself.

I've often wondered how it would be, how it would affect the lives of our
people if we all kept a daily box score on ourselves. As a matter of fact, I
believe in sports as a way of life. It was Wellington who said battles are won
on the playing fields of Eton.

That’s where our youngsters first see the religion of sports, if I may be
permiited the term, in actual use. They learn about fair play, sportsmanship
and working together in a common cause.

Not too long ago I had what was apparently a narrow escape from death. I
was the last passenger out of a buming plane, the crash of which had instantly
killed the pilot. I believe I am a physical coward, but singularly I felt no fear
when I came to and began to seek a way to safety. Maybe I was still stunned

but I was completely composed. 1 did not pray, though I believe in prayer. I



did not think of my family, though I am devoted to my family. I was neither
sure 1 would escape nor that I would perish. I was, I suppose, completely .
resigned to whatever fate awaited me. 4

They have another saying around the race tracks— “The red board is

up.” This means the race is over, the result is final, and there’s nothing anybody 3 '”
can do about it. It has gone into the records. *
I believe that somehow much of the philosophy of the people I live with
has rubbed off on me. I don’t know whether this is good or bad.
Note:.
sportsmanship n. iz ZhZF k5
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