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Fu Xlnn#f Was born in 1949 ? the Year of the Ox”,in Nanchang City of Jiangxi Province. He bedan to learn Painting at the ade of seven,and at eighteen,
he joined the army where he served for a long period of twenty — seven Years. Currently , Fu Xinmin is working in a government office. Because of his lond
— fime interest and aocompllshments in root— carving, he is now Chairman of the Xiamen Root— carving Art Association and member of the China Root
—carving Art Association.

No matter how busy Fu xinmin was, and no matter what changes he had to underdo in his career, Fu Xinmin has never wavered, over the Past
decades, his Persistent pursuit for artistic perfection. As an army man stationed in the mountainous areas for a long time, Fu began to develop a strond
interest in the miraculous evoloution of tree roots. With his keen observation and creative imagination, Fu has carved hundreds of rare root — carved
works, characterized by rich connotation, bold conception and colorful imagery. His carved works have been awarded several times in Provincial and
nationwide exhibitions. In 1988 ,at the time when the World Olympic Games at Seoul was underway, Fu carved twelve root works, in various imagdes of
sportsmen,and sent them to the Chinese athletes as a special gift from frontier soldiers. These carved works have been collected in the State Sports
Commission Museum.
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THE ESSENCE OF LIFE
— ——— A PREFACE TO A COLLECTION OF
FU XIN MIN’S ROOT CARVINGS

BY LU SHAN QING

Have You listened to Beethoven’ s Nineth Symphony” “With the
dusk , the thunder storm is coming. Heavy clouds darken the sky,
together with lighting, strong wind and heavy rain. That is the
beginning of the Symphony. — — — suddenly, in the violent
storm, the darkness cracks. The sky drives away the night. With
the power of strong will, the clear daylight returns.” ( Roman
Roland, “An Autobiography Of Beethoven” ) One can experience
the same kind of excitement and artistic power in Fu Xin Min s
root carvings.

Have you read the Chinese classic Dream Of The Red Chamber”
by Cao Xue Qin” Cao described about thirty dreams in the
book. “The work starts with a dream, Bao Yu’s love, Jia Rui’s
obsene lust,Qin Ke Qin’s plan for her family,and Xiang Ling s
poems , all of these are parts of the Dream of the Red Chamber,”
(From Zhi Yan Zhai’s notes on “Dream of the Red Chamber ™)
In Fu xin Min’s root carving “Precious Mirror Of Love” ,one can
catch the sense of dreaming directly while appreciating figures,
landscape, birds, animals, flowers, fish etc. For this kind of root
carving, it is a dream since it povokes imagination, it is not a
dream for it reveals the particular time and society people are
living in, thus expressing a deep concern over the eternity of
human society.

Root carving is a unique form of artistic creation making use of
tree or bamboo roots, and is of both decoration and collection
value. Therefore , the art of root carving is in between applied arts
and pure arts. Some root carvings are handicrafts articles, others
are sculptures. In general, root carving belongs to plastic arts that
combines subtleness with skillfulness.

There has been a long history in china of using tree or bamboo
roots to make articles for daily use and create works of arts. From
Jing Zhou’ s unearthed artifacts, people can find root furniture
from the Three Kingdoms period, In “Qi Book", there lis an
account of Emperor Qi Gao Zu giving a hermit named Zeng Shao
a bamboo root “ruyi”.In “Tang Book” ,there is also a record of

Li Bi using pine root to make “zhuabei”. In Ming and Qing
Dynasty , the art of root carving became closely related to people’
s daily life and had been developed to a sophisticated level. Many
schools of root carving appeared, as well as some well — know
artists in the field, thus leading to the production of a number of
excellent works, During the Guang Xu period in Qing Dynasty,a
work of root carving named " Bullfight " was made out of tea — oil
tree root. The body of the bull is dark and bright. He seems to
stride forward with his head up. The bull has strong legs, bright
eyes,sensitive ears and powerful horns. The front legs are leaning
forward and the back part of the body is putting forth the
strength. The carving is based on the original shape of the root,
thus expressing the strength and the motion of the bull. Mr. Chu
Tu Nan once wrote a poem named  Carved Bull”,

Carved by knife and hatchet

With wounds and scars,

He has a deeper understanding of life.

Though having experienced his predestined fate,

The bull

Is still ploughing and weeding quietly ,

As he used to.
The carving portrays an image of water buffalo’s being persisted
in enduring hardship and working hard.” ( From Min zheng Guo’
s “Root Carving Of Bullfight From Qing Dynasty”, China’s City
Daily, 1995.,3,24) However, the most common root carvings are
the big square tables and old — style armchairs in the gardens in
the south of the lower reaches of the Changjiang River in China.
This kind of furniture is carved out of tree roots, catching the
sense of poem ,dancing, painting and music. Many excellent works
of the kind were produced in Ming and Qing Dynasty. .
Root carving has experienced a difficult development process,just
as other forms of arts. With reform and opening — up China, the
art of root carving has been revived and developed rapidly. ~ With
its unique artistic features, root carving brings to the audience the




