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Foreword

Li Dezhu

It is my congratulation to the publication of Comprehensive Picture Album of China’s Tibetan Culture.

This album includes 1,600 carefully chosen photos and a narrative prose with 200,000 Chinese
characters. It takes photos as its principal part and introduces Tibetan culture with both excellent photos
and accompanying essay, which is rarely seen in China.

Tibet is an inseparable part of China's territory while Tibetan culture is an unusual wonderful flower
in China's national cultural treasure house. Taking visual imagery as its major way of expression, this
album with relevant captions about historical materials displays its truthfulness to readers. The photos and
captions in it bring out the best in each other and complement each other. It is characterized by its pictorial
way to introduce Tibetan culture and readers can acquire a deep, unforgettable impression when they read
it. As a result, it has achieved better results than pure literal descriptions.

The whole album demonstrates Tibetan culture in a broader visual angle, covering many aspects of
Tibet today and yesterday. From the angle of history, the existence and evolution of a certain social
phenomenon is influenced and restricted by various social factors, which interconnect and interact as both
cause and effect. As part of superstructure, Tibetan culture can by no means exist in isolation.

This album, compiled following the trails of the development and evolution of history, appears in a
dynamic form. Readers can see not only the evolution of Tibetan culture along with the development of
history, but also the brilliant course in recent fifty years. By comparison of the present and the past, readers
can see that great changes have taken place in Tibet. Such a strong contrast embodies the qualitative
changes in the old and new society.

The truthfulness and readability are the distinguishing features of this album. There is a common
saying that facts speak louder than words or seeing is believing. The photos included in this album are a
true portrayal of history as well as a historical testimony of the times. It gives a full demonstration that
Tibet has been a component of China and the Central Government has constantly exercised sovereignty

over Tibet since the Yuan Dynasty. Foreign hostile forces and the Dalai Clique always focus their perversion
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on the relations between Tibet and the Central Government in the period of the Republic of China, spreading
fallacy that Tibet was “de facto independent” in the period of the Republic of China. Facts will eventually
scotch this fallacy. The album has collected large numbers of precious historical photos taken in the period
of the Republic of China, which display convincingly the fact that Tibet was still under the jurisdiction of
the Central Government of China in the period of the Republic of China and the crimes committed to
Tibetans and even the Chinese people when imperialist aggressors invaded Tibet in modern times.

These photos illustrate the great changes in Tibet in the fifty years since the peaceful liberation of
Tibet, which are a universally recognized fact. Those who do not look at things through colored spectacles
will admit these indisputable facts. Tibetan culture is developing and prospering with the newborn of Tibet
and overall changes.

Due to its truthfulness, readability and credibility, this album surely infects numerous readers at
home and abroad. It will show the fundamental reason why new Tibetan culture in the socialist system is
flourishing and the inherent reason why the old culture in the feudal serfdom of religious and political
confusion was surely transformed in the course of heritage by the development of society.

Culture is a combination of material wealth and spiritual wealth of mankind and the people are
creators of culture. Culture in different periods will inevitably manifest the feature of the time when it
exists.

The Chinese Communist Party and the Chinese Government advocate consistently inheriting and
enhancing the essence of culture, especially excellent traditional culture, and discarding and transforming
its dross. Fifty years since the peaceful liberation of Tibet, the Chinese Government and the Chinese
people not only provided a large sum of funds for economic construction in Tibet, but also spared no
efforts to preserve Tibetan cultural heritages. Since 1980's, the State appropriated 0.3 billion Yuan in the
maintenance of monasteries and temples. Now people in Tibet are living a stable life, and they fully enjoy

various equal rights stipulated by the Constitution, including the right of receiving their own traditional
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education and the right of developing Tibetan culture. Tibetan culture has been greatly enriched and
developed.

Against the slander of so-called "cultural extinction" by the Dalai Clique and western hostile forces,
the best way is to let facts tell the truth. Now, it is not a matter whether you admit the great changes of
material and spiritual cultures in New Tibet, but a matter whether you dare to admit them. We display so
many photos for the purpose of purifying the air polluted by the Dalai Clique and providing people with a
true picture of Tibet.

Tibetan culture contains colorful contents and is of unique charm, which consists of religious culture,
secular culture, excellent traditional culture, folk culture and others. Photos in this album show that the
cultures created by the people have made great progress in fifty years. This is a qualitative leap and a great
historical change caused by rule of nature. It stands to reason that the declined, stale cultural dross which
once hindered the progress of the society will be naturally eliminated by history with the deep-going
transform of society and it will be replaced by new socialist culture popular in society and favored by
majority of people.

In photos, readers can see new magnificent Potala Palace Square. When they see that Tibetans with
smiles on their faces are looking into distance from the top of the Potala Palace, they cannot help feeling
inspiration for the new society and masters of the new society. As they know, the Potala Palace Square was
ruined in the past. It was a spot where beggars were in great numbers and pestilences prevailed. At that
time, only Dalai and a few of his trusted followers could enjoy the use of the Potala Palace. To broad
masses of Tibetans, however, it was something that they might aspire to but could never attain. So we can
say, the evolution of the Potala Palace is exactly the miniature of the great changes of Tibet.

This is the truth and this is the transform.

This is my foreword.

November 13, 2000
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