Greeting the 60th National Day
of People’ s Republic of China
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Mark of Times—Collection of Zhang Jinjian” s Paintings
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Spread Friendship by Painting Brush
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Dr. Hui Lan of Shanghai Academy of Arts wrote in her essay:

Mr. Zhang Jinjidn s education, work experience and his artistic creation climax after his retirement have made special historical marks. He is an
outstanding representative of the artists who have grown up in People s Republic of China.
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reface

By Zhang Senzhou

| got acquainted with Mr. Zhang Jinjian on June 2007 when we were invited to visit the United States for art
exchange. We accompanied each other for over half a month, during the period we talked about Chinese paintings
and calligraphy and forged a profound friendship. After we came back, | have written articles to introduce his artistic
accomplishment and published in “Arts Newspaper” and “International Online Gallery” of China International
Broadcasting Station.

On the eve of the 60th birthday of People’ s Republic of China, in retrospect of Mr. Zhang’ s artistic career, his
brothers and sister have collected about 500 pieces of his paintings and pictures and compile a book titled “Mark of
Time-Collection of Zhang Jinjian’ s Paintings™ and will present it as a gift to greet the 6oth anniversary of the National
Day. Before the book is going to be published by CFLACP, Mr. Zhang called me and asked me to write the preface
for the book. | was afraid that | am not the best person to do it, as now a lot of writers like to invite “Literary scholar"
or "prominent politicians" to write preface for their books, so | have declined his request with great courtesy, however,
Mr. Zhang didn’ t give up and insisted his request, it would be impolite for me to decline again. Therefore | am now
trying my best to do it. As the first reader of his book, | would like to write down my reflections on reading his book.

| am convinced that Mr. Zhang’ s book is a contribution to the contemporary era and will benefit the future. The
most impressive characteristics of this book is the reappearance of the extraordinary history of the past 60 years of
China. All the readers of this book, especially those who have grown up with People’ s Republic of China, will recall
the energetic time after the inauguration of new China, the heated life of the socialist revolution and building, the
disturbance of the period of the Cultural Revolution and the glorious historical epoch of reform and opening to the
outside world. As | work on military and political affairs and | have paid much attention to history during my lifetime, |
believe that any significant events and famous persons may probably not be remembered in the history if they were
not described and documented. During the past 60 years, Mr. Zhang has used his painting brush to truly and continuously
record the significant historical events of different times, which have undoubtedly made an intuitional and vivid mark
of the history of China, which is really a great contribution to the contemporary era and will benefit the future generations.

It is really impressive that Mr. Zhang, in the past 60 years since his college education period, has never stopped
painting and his persistent pursuit of artistic creation. Before the period of reform and opening, he had created a lot
of good paintings in response to the demand of the time and reflected the style of that time. After the reform and
opening, he has followed the beat of the history and resumed the painting style of his teacher -Mr. Fu Baoshi, the
respectable master of traditional Chinese painting. With diversified theme of landscape, flowers and birds and portrait,
he has inherited the tradition and made innovations of his own. Some of his classical figure paintings, such as

“Maitreya-Happy Buddha” and “Zhong Kui” Hero who Dispelled Evil and Protected the Righteous” , had been
collected by people from Hong Kong, Macau and Southeast Asia, which has brought good economic benefit to him.
However, in face of the temptation, he didn’ t want to duplicate his works and decided to pursue higher artistic
achievement. He seized the opportunity of China’ s reform and opening and visited 16 countries and regions in Europe,
Asia and America on invitation for art exchange. Through the global trip, he has enriched his knowledge and expanded
his horizons and made some good friends. With confidence on the vitality of Chinese culture, he has endeavored to
explore new skills in traditional Chinese paintings by absorbing skills of western style painting. He has created large
numbers of Chinese style paintings on sceneries of foreign countries,which has made him well known in the painting
circles. In recent years, many of his paintings have been awarded various prizes in international art communication
event. | should say that Mr.Zhang is a courageous, fore-sighted, innovative, successful painter with strong capabilities
and sense of social responsibilities. Now in his 80" s, Mr. Zhang is still healthy, vigorous and lively. | believe that he
can achieve more accomplishment in the exploration of new skills of traditional Chinese painting and demonstrate
the promising prospect of the arts to the world.

July 2009 Beijing
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