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Series Overview

Soundwaves is a three-level listening and speaking series designed to improve your students’

conversational English. It offers many opportunities to listen to, learn, and practice the target
language.

Soundwaves is a practical series covering a wide range of high-interest topics. Listening
exercises in each unit provide models of speech that native English speakers use in real life.
Tasks that students will be asked to do are based on realistic situations. Additionally, the audio
recordings feature authentic conversations in English. There are entertaining dialogs, telephone
conversations, news interviews, radio broadcasts, weather reports, and excerpts from travel and
cooking shows.

The Soundwaves Student Book has 20 units and 4 review units. Each main unit is carefully
structured to provide the tools—vocabulary, grammar, and language expressions—necessary to
build listening and speaking skills in English, and generally contains the following sections:

Warm-up - introduces the topic of the unit and helps you and your students brainstorm words
related to the topic

Listening exercises — at least three main exercises give practice listening to the target language.
Each exercise is followed by tasks that will allow students to put the listening strategies and skills
taught into use.

Grammar Note - provides the essential grammatical rules and structures needed to develop
listening and speaking skills

Vocabulary Note — presents the key vocabulary words of the unit topic

Take Note Useful Language — gives the basic language structures and expressions for students
to practice in the individual, pair and group work exercises

Take Note For Interest — provides fast facts or trivia to expand the unit topic

Culture Note - presents cultural information about similarities and differences between cultures
in relation to the unit topic. It also provides a talking point for discussion and sharing of different
cultural experiences.

It’s About You - a personalized page for students to practice the target language together
through communicative pair, group and class work activities.

A self-study section provides extra listening practice. Students should do these exercises
individually after you have covered the main unit in class. Self-study units can be for homework or
for students to complete in their own time.

Basic Principles

Of the four communicative skills, listening and speaking are the most important to master in
language acquisition. Educators should be aware of and follow basic principles of teaching
listening and speaking in English.

1. Listening should be emphasized particularly in the early stage of learning a language.

2. Relevant material should be used, with topics that are appropriate and useful in the students’
daily lives.

3. The material should use, or closely model, the authentic language of real-life situations.

4. Listening texts should be clear and understandable, with accurate pronunciation and a
natural-sounding pace.

5. Repeated listenings of texts are necessary in order for students to gain additional
practice and build their listening skills.



6. Listening texts should be varied and realistic in order to keep students entertained and interested.

7. Exercises should have a defined function and provide opportunities to test comprehension and
production.

8. The teaching approach should be encouraging and lessons designed for success in motivating
students to go further.

Soundwaves incorporates all these principles to offer a solid, comprehensive series for the
conversational English classroom.

Series Design

Soundwaves is based on the spiral model of learning. This supports the teaching of basic skills
followed by continual revisiting and reinforcement of these skills through material that is covered in

increasing depth. As learning progresses, skills become entrenched into the long-term memory for
easier recall and production.

To support this model, the same twenty general themes appear in the three levels of the
Soundwaves Student Books. For example, Jobs is the topic in Unit 10 in all three levels and is dealt
with in increasing difficulty at each level, while also recycling the vocabulary, grammar and language
structures of the previous level. In Level 1, students learn about different types of jobs; they then
learn about job duties and responsibilities in Level 2; and in Level 3, they prepare and practice mock
job interviews in class.

This spiral model of learning helps develop competent, and thus more confident, students in
listening and speaking in English.

Listening Strategies

Each Student Book begins with a Getting Ready section to introduce key listening strategies
and present exercises to help prepare for the main units. Teaching students listening strategies
increases their awareness of the processes involved in listening. Once students are aware of the
elements involved, they can more easily isolate the purpose of their listening, and then understand
the meaningful parts of a conversation.

Listening strategies covered in Soundwaves include listening for gist, listening for sequence,
listening for inference, listening for the main idea, and listening for details. The opportunities offered
to practice these important listening strategies equip the students with the language scaffolding they
need to utilize these strategies effectively.

Series Approach

Soundwaves primarily utilizes a communicative approach to language learning. This approach
advocates task-based and student-centered lessons, emphasizing interactive activities that model
real-life communicative situations. Exercises are carefully structured and sequenced for students to
meet the language goals in each unit.

The units in Soundwaves feature listening texts that model authentic situations and language.
Each thematic unit incorporates a variety of exercises appropriate to the topic. For example,
Unit 6 on Transportation requires that students listen to instructions and mark a route on a map,
while Unit 8 on Shopping involves listening to a transaction and marking the prices on items. Hence,
students are provided with a syntactic and conversational framework on which to model and practice
the language before moving toward independent production. The purpose is to set up students for
success and instill confidence in listening and speaking in English.

The ultimate objective of any language program is to have students independent and functioning
competently in the target language. To facilitate student independence,Soundwaves includes a
Self-study section in each Student Book, designed to give students additional practice outside the
classroom and improve listening skills.

As your students learn and practice their conversational English-language skills, encourage them to
be bold and speak out. Emphasize that good language learners don’t worry about making mistakes:
they are all part of the learning experience. Tell them, too, that the most important thing when learning
a language is to enjoy themselves. Soundwaves has been developed to help do exactly that.

Nicola Gram
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About the Test Book

A Test Book and a Test MP3 accompany each level of Soundwaves. These test components have

been specially designed to help students prepare effectively for the listening and speaking tests
in the TOEFL®IBT.

Each Soundwaves Test Book contains 40 unit tests for Units 1-20. There is a listening test and a
speaking test for every unit. Additionally, 8 Review Unit tests are included. The units in the Test
Book correspond to those in the Soundwaves Student Book for that level. They test the students
on the topics and language—grammar, vocabulary, sentence structures and expressions—
learned in the Student Book.

The Soundwaves Test Book and the Test MP3 serve not only as a valuable assessment tool for
those students who have studied the Soundwaves Student Books, but they also provide excellent
preparation for those who need to take the TOEFL®IBT.

About the TOEFL®BT

The TOEFL®BT is the Internet-based test (iBT) of the TOEFL (The Test of English as a Foreign
Language). It tests all four language skills which are essential for effective communication: listening,
speaking, reading and writing. This standardized test is recognized worldwide as an official
measure of the English proficiency of non-native English speakers. Over 5,000 colleges,
universities and educational agencies in 90 countries accept TOEFL scores for mainly admission
purposes. Hence, it is highly important for students to prepare well for the TOEFL®BT since the
results will partly determine their entry into a college or university.

Listening Section

The Listening section of the TOEFL®IBT includes 2-3 conversations and 4-6 lectures. Each
conversation is followed by 5 questions and each lecture, 6 questions. Students are given
60-90 minutes to answer all of the listening questions. Most of them are multiple-choice
questions with four answer choices.

Each recording of a conversation or lecture lasts between 4-6 minutes long. The settings are
academic environments, and the conversation/lecture sounds like the language heard at a college
or university in North America. You might hear, for example, a student in a professor’s office asking
about a course assignment; or interactions between two students after a lecture. The majority of the
speakers have standard American accents. Note that it is not necessary for test takers to have prior
knowledge of the topics of the conversations/lectures in order to answer the questions.

The questions in the Listening section test your ability to understand the main idea or topic of
a conversation/lecture, distinguish supporting ideas and details provided, make deductions,
detect the speaker’s purpose, method, and attitude, recognize the relationship between parts of a
lecture, appreciate how meaning is expressed through intonation and analyze information in
order to complete charts.

You should take notes while you listen to the conversation/lecture to help you answer the
questions. Therefore, it is important that you listen carefully, and write down the main ideas
and important details. When you take notes on the conversations, also pay attention to who
is saying what.

These are the different types of questions on the conversations and lectures that you will
encounter in the Listening section. They are divided into three main question categories.

I. Basic Comprehension Questions

e Gist-Content questions: They ask what subject the conversation or lecture is about. For
example, What is the topic of this lecture?



* Gist-Purpose questions: They ask why the conversation is held or the lecture given. A possible
question might be, Why is the girl talking to the librarian?

* Detail questions: They ask about supporting ideas/details mentioned in the conversation/lecture.

An example question is, According to the lecturer, what does the use of formal or informal
greetings depend on?

Il. Pragmatic Understanding Questions

* Understanding the Function of What Is Said questions: They ask you to put in plain words how
the speaker explains or solves something in the conversation/lecture. For example, How does
the professor explain the problem of global warming?

* Understanding the Speaker’s Attitude questions: They ask you how the speaker feels about a
situation, reacts to what he/she is told, or thinks about a subject. A possible question might be,
What does the professor mean when he says, “ It’s in your best interest”?

lll. Connecting Information Questions

* Understanding Organization questions: They ask you about the general organization of the
listening passage, or the relationship between two different ideas presented in a lecture. For
example, How does the professor explain the differences between the two geographical areas?

e Connecting Content questions: They ask you to recognize the relationships among ideas in a
lecture/conversation or point out how they are stated; or to organize information in a different
way from the one given in the recording. You may also be asked to specify relationships among
items in a chart. These questions generally ask you to fill in a table or put events in a sequence.

e Making Inferences questions: They ask you to draw conclusions based on the information
mentioned in the conversation/lecture. An example question is, What will the student do next?

Speaking Section

The Speaking section of the TOEFL®IBT is comprised of 6 speaking tasks. The first 2 tasks are
referred to as Independent Speaking Tasks, and the other 4 tasks are called Integrated Tasks.
The total amount of time allotted to the Speaking test section is approximately 20 minutes.

You may write notes to help you organize your thoughts. It is important that you speak clearly, with
good pronunciation and intonation; that you use grammar and vocabulary effectively to express
your ideas; and that you answer the question fully and in a logical way. Your response must answer
the question and be adequately supported with specific reasons and examples.

l. Independent Speaking Tasks

For the Independent Speaking Tasks, you are asked to speak on various topics based on personal
experience, and informal and academic situations. In the first task, you are asked to describe a
person, place, object, activity or event that you are familiar with. For example, What hobbies do
you have? While in the second task, you need to give your opinion on a familiar topic. An example
question is, Are you more interested in local news or world news? After you hear the question, you
are allowed 15 seconds of preparation time, and 45 seconds of response time.

Il. Integrated Tasks

For the Integrated Tasks, you need to use a combination of listening/reading/speaking skills.
You will read a short text, listen to a related conversation or part of a lecture, and then answer a
question. You are given 20-30 seconds to prepare your response and then 60 seconds to speak.

The topics are essentially academic and related to life, society, and physical sciences, and the
humanities, but the language and concepts can be understood by any student, regardless of his/
her field of study. The reading passage is approximately 75—-100 words long. It is important that
you integrate the information from the reading passage and the listening text because the reading
passage allows you to understand what the speakers are talking about. You need to pay attention
to what has been proposed, planned, changed, etc., and the reasons that are given in agreement
or disagreement with it. You also need to understand not only what the question asks you to do, but
what it does not ask you to do. The Integrated Task does not ask for your opinion; rather, it asks you
to report the opinion of one of the speakers and to summarize the reasons he/she gives to support
it.




Scoring for the Listening and Speaking Sections

Most of the questions in the Listening section of the TOEFL®IBT are scored 1 point each. The total
score for this section is then scaled at 0-30 points.

For the Speaking section, each of the 6 tasks is scored from O to 4 points. The sum of this score
is also scaled at 0-30 points. The scoring of each task is based on a comprehensive Speaking
Scoring Rubric. You can view this scoring guide on the official TOEFL website created by ETS
(Educational Testing Service) at: www.ets.org/Media/Tests/TOEFL/pdf/Speaking_Rubrics.pdf

Accordingly, the same overall scoring system has been adapted for the listening and speaking
tests in the Soundwaves Test Books. Each listening test has a total score of 30 points, while every

speaking test can be evaluated on the scale of O to 4 points following the Speaking Scoring Rubric
of the TOEFL®IBT.

Improving Listening and Speaking Skills
Here are some general tips to help students strengthen their listening and speaking skills.
Listening Skills

e While you listen to the Soundwaves Class and Self-study MP3, practice making notes on
the main idea, major points, and important details that you hear in every dialog.

e Focus your attention on what the speakers say and how they say it. For example: Who says
what? With what purpose? Is the conversation formal/informal? Does the speaker provide or
ask for information/make suggestions/apologize/complain/etc.?

e Concentrate on what you are asked to do in the questions.

e Use your critical listening skills and non-verbal listening skills—understanding a speaker’s tone
of voice, facial expressions, gestures, and other non-verbal cues.

e Increase your vocabulary by reading as much as possible and looking up new words in an
American English dictionary.

e Listen repeatedly to any English-language audio material that interests you.
e Watch English-language movies and TV shows, and listen to songs or radio stations in English.
Speaking Skills

e Speak clearly with good pronunciation and intonation. Make a list of familiar topics and practice
speaking about them. You could even record your voice and time your speech.

e Make sure you review the necessary grammar points and vocabulary during your course of study
and when you prepare your speech, so that you can express your ideas properly in the time
allowed.

e Use your notes to orally organize and summarize information and ideas more clearly, avoiding
repetition and hesitation.

e Get used to connecting your ideas in a way that is easy to follow, and giving complete responses.

e Practice your conversational speaking skills as often as you can and, if possible, with native
English speakers.

e Listen to directions carefully, so you understand exactly what is being asked and respond
accordingly.

e Practice, practice, practice.

Elida Beatriz Messina
Theodore McNabney
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1 Greetings Greetings, - Greeting people - Greetings and

[ fi introductions - Making a conversation small talk—
and short « MBI formal/informal
conversations  * &k * [ S OE X SAEIER
B, A-2HFATE PR
2 People Likes and - Describing likes and dislikes - Superlative
A dislikes - Expressing preferences adjectives—
BEXGAER - R EREAER the most/the least
- Rk - Pet peeves

s RS —
the most/the least

© BIRBFAE
3 Friends Personalities - Describing personalities - Hobbies and
iliy3 PEHE - Identifying personality traits interests
- R © TS 06K
* PR RE A
4 Home Daily Routines -+ Describing daily routines « Daily chores
R HHESHE5 « Telling time © HERS
+ Making schedules
© R HEES
* FRIAM}H]
- il TR
5 School Extra- + Describing extra-curricular activities ~ + Charity work
5229 curricular -+ Describing school clubs and CEETE
activities teams, and volunteer activities
PRYNEED - Stating interests
- FRIRINES)
- RER AL . BB IE TS S
© PRRIGHR

Review Units 1 —= 5 1~5 #1583




6 Transportation Modes of « |dentifying modes of + Prepositions—
il transportation transportation by, on
S 72 - Discussing preferences * 41 by il on
Giving directions
< NIRRT A28 T.B
* W RLF
- TR
7 Food Nutrition, - |dentifying healthy/unhealthy + Countable and
Ty healthy and food uncountable nouns
unhealthy food - JHBMERER &5 AEREE - Food groups
BIE. BREMS - Food pyramid
SRR * ATEUAA ) S AN 4 1)
- BRI
- BYETIH
8 Shopping Purchasing - Discussing/buying clothing, music,  + Tag questions
[aE7] goods sports equipment and other goods - & &[4
T 3 i - Giving opinions
* WSS . &5, Bt
B At
* RIXER
9 Music Types of + Identifying and describing types + Comparative
AR music of music adjectives—
HARAH + Expressing music preferences -er, better, worse
< PHIHMRE LT R s AR R R —
© RINF IR -er, better, worse
10  Jobs Job duties + Describing occupations - Job factors
T and - Understanding job descriptions - Classified job ads
responsibilities  + Expressing interest in certain jobs  + T/EEE
TAERTE * fiAB © SIS
« B TAEREAR
* RIRNHHELE T AR D4R

Review Units 6 — 10 6~10 #cE >




11 Health llinesses and + Describing symptoms of ilinesses * Home remedies
2353 remedies - Offering advice © KEEIRIT
PR SIRIT - Prescribing remedies
- PR R
i E]
12 Leisure Music and « Describing different types of - Active and passive
NG sports activities in music and sports voices
ERE5KF - Identifying key details - Musical pursuits
- R FRBIME R 5ERE TS - Sports broadcasts
* PRI AT © EFNESAESIES
C EIREL
CAEHEHE
13 Entertainment Movies - Identifying types of movies - Contractions
RIR B - Giving opinions - Movie reviews
- Making recommendations - gEmg ik
- PO RIZE AL L 5 © IR
« RIBEN
-
14 Going Out Social - Giving verbal invitations - Invitations—
A occasions - Accepting/declining invitations formal/informal
g a © R E Sk TE + IERSAEER#IF
BRI
15 Travel Trip planning - Booking a trip - Modal verbs
TiAT AT - Making a reservation - Airport schedules
- Identifying key details * [FAB)IA
- WOTHRAT i [RZ RIS
- W7
- PRI

Review Units 11 - 15 11~15 #5t8 >




16 Special Days Special days + |dentifying special days and - Wishes
FEskI H -+ in the year occasions - A
—AE R + Comparing celebrations and
HF holiday customs
- PUIRRR B F RS A
© LB PRAUTE S AR H > 44
17 News Business + Identifying key information - Large numbers
B reports + Describing business trends— - Graphs and charts
kAR E growth/decline - K
- PUIIRRER - E&
+ AR R T — T R
18 Weather Weather + Describing types of weather— - Forms for the
R, conditions conditions, temperature, future
RENEH humidity Bkt iR IR
s IRARRRT—RER . B
R
19 Environment Animals and + |dentifying and describing * National emblems
7815 plants animals and plants - H#
Y + |dentifying natural habitats
* R AR S
* P B AN
20 Communications Electronic - Identifying different types of - PDA, mobile phone,
fE gadgets technology MP3 player
a4 - Identifying and describing « AN ABCFEA AL
electronic gadgets FHL. MP3HE A
- VU FE R B AR
« AR a8
Review Units 16 — 20 16~20 #u& )
Self-study Units 1 - 20 1~20 BT




