ISSN 1015-8383

BEBYERgRAZTHREAR
WE R PR R
Maritain Today
The Metaphysical and Epistemological Foundations
of'Natural Law in Jacques Maritain
The Human Person and the “Conquest of Freedom”
% B H P B EEm e R
SHZBEHR
fzfg NBE T B HH A 1E AR
FH H HAREZ TP - B Gm AR




A ML A AL




FREE L (ATFD
2ok BEH (BH=BEAN)
UNIVERSITAS
Monthly Review of Philosophy And Culture
2006 4 09 F kR ENBLEEE 2006 4F 09 H—Fi 1000 fff}

g R RS A
AR A

B B

| R USRE BRI R

HIRRE 2R XIL A Pl A
T T R B AT R R - 5502585k
kb 1068 LA G5FRR945%
R - 2428 dbERFTHE T D IERES109%

B RER A 4125
#84k © http://mails.fju.edu.tw/~umrpc
. ETERE: umrpc@mails.fju.edu.tw
; %éﬁ;i 0%-_29052263 {8 E : 02-29088628

5% ¢ 5 & A PR 3]
TR 0 3.

S 1063 1T A SRR R — B398
Y s - ab0ssosedl 1)

151 - (32068100

k- ;mp://www.wunan.com.tw

) {56 © wunan@wunan.com.tw
| EfERIAIRSE ¢ 01068953 F4 ¢ TuREEHRAIRA A
P AhBE L RA RS

| EH - FESIHTER2000E

D Smtw EIETR  FEECEGRIE ¢ 01068953

| % AeEEHRA R )

LGS | 24121 FERS20007TH

¥ 4 B 2T 5 3 5 6 17 I 52 (6 A I 4R 4 00T B

VEBULE | EMT207TR F (SETE) ¢ BN © £

£100708 /F (SHE)

VFEFERIE
k- PRI EL K
T HESE GBS HRA
ARA TS



Publisher: Li, Bernard
Director: Pan, Hsiao Huei

Editorial Board:

Chung. AIOySiUS (Dean of Philosophy Dept. the Catholic Taiwan
Regional Seminary, Taiwan)

Chen, Fu Bing (Professor, Dept. of Philosophy. Fu Jen Catholic
University, Taiwan)

Elders, Leo (Academician, The Pontifical Academy of St. Thomas
Aquinas, Netherlands)

Jue, Jien Ming (Visiting Professor, Dept. of Philosophy. Soochow
University, Taiwan)

Ladriére, Jean (Emeritus Professor, Université Catholique de
Louvain, Belgium)

Li, Bernard (Professor, President, Fu Jen Catholic University.,
Taiwan)

Liu, Johanna (Professor, Dept. of East Asian Studies University
of Toronto, Canada)

Ly, Gabriel (Academican, The Pontifical Academy of St. Thomas
Aquinas)

McLean, George F. (Emeritus Professor, The Catholic
University of America, Washington, D. C, U.S.A.)

Palmer, Richard (Emeritus Professor of Philosophy MacMurray
College, US.A.)

Pan, Hsiao Huei (Professor, Chairperson, Dept. of Philosophy,
Fu Jen Catholic University, Taiwan)

Shen, Vincent (Lee Chair in Chinese Thought and Culture,
University of Toronto, Canada)

Sun, Johannes (Professor, Dept. of Philosophy, National Taiwan
University, Taiwan)

Sweet, William (Professor, Chair, Dept. of Philosophy, Xavier
University, St Francis, Canada)

Tsien, Andrew ( Former Bishop, Catholic Hualien Diocese )

Woo, Peter Kun Yu (Research Fellow, Institute of Scholastic
Philosophy, Fu Jen Catholic University, Taiwan)

Yang. Shih Hsung (Professor, Dept. of Philosophy, National
Chengchi University, Taiwan)

Yit, Huang Chieh (Professor, Dept. of Philosophy. Fu Jen
Catholic University, Taiwan)

Editor in Chief:

Yu, Huang Chieh (Professor, Dept. of Philosophy, Fu Jen
Catholic University. Taiwan)

Executive Editors:

Chen, Chun Yu

Fan, Jia Rung

Shih, Mei Fang

Wu, Ming Feng

Editing Assistants:
Chang, Tsung Lin
Liang, Hung Wei

UNIVERSITAS

Monthly Review of Philosophy And Culture

No. 388 (Vol. 33 n0.9)
Sep. 2006 1000 copies per print
Editors: The Editorial Board of UNIVERSITAS
Editorial Committeemen on duty:
Yu, Huang Chieh
Theme Editor in Chief: Huang, Cristal
Contributing Editor:
Hung, Lien Te, Tseng, Chun Hai, Chang, Hsueh Chu
Publisher: UNIVERSITAS
Register No. 0258
Address: 106 No. 96 Le-li Rd. Da-an District,
Taipei City, Taiwan, R.O.C.
Department of Edition:
242 Room 412, Wen Hua Lo, Fu Jen
Catholic University, 510 Chung Cheng
Road, Hsin-Chuang, Taipei Hsien, Taiwan,
R.O.C.
Web Page: http://mails.fju.edu.tw/~umrpc
E-mail Address: umrpc @mails.fju.edu.tw
Tel: 886-2-29052263
Fax: 886-2-29088628
Subscription in Taiwan:
postal transfer: 01068953
Name: Wu-Nan Book Inc.
Price:
NT$ 200
Annual Subscription in Taiwan:
NT$ 2000 for 12 issues
For overseas subscription, please send the bill of
exchange to the Department of Edition.
Hong Kong and Macau: HK$ 720 /year (postage
included)
USA and Canada: US$
included)
Cautions:
1. All rights reserved. Any kinds of reproduction
have to be acknowledged.
2. If the copy is not received within a month after
the release, please contact Wu-Nan Book Inc.
(domestic)or the departement of edition (overseas).
But the copy won’t be resent if it’s overdue for
three months.

100/year (postage



Monthly Review of Philosophy And Culture Vol 33 n0.9 2006.09

Table of Content
Special Issue :  The Maritian Philosophy and Contemporary Life World
1 Introduction : The Maritian Philosophy and Contemporary Life World Huang, Cristal
5 Maritain Today William Sweet
15 The Metaphysical and Epistemological Foundations of Natural Law in Jacques Maritain
William Sweet
35 The Human Person and the “Conquest of Freedom” Alice Ramos
49 On the Spiritual Care of Nursing by Maritain’s Intuition of Being Hsiao, Hung En
63  Maritain Today William Sweet trans. by Kao, Marian
71  The Human Person and the “Conquest of Freedom” Alice Ramos trans. by Lee, Carine
83  The Metaphysical and Epistemological Foundations of Natural Law in Jacques Maritain
William Sweet trans. by Huang, Cristal

Special Topic Book Reviews
99 Jacques Maritain : Education at the Crossroads

105 Interview: Maritain’s Book Huang, Cristal

Articles

109 Experiencing the metaphysical realm from the material form— —discussion of Guo Xiang’s
“Self-generating” to “Unique-islolation”. Hung, Ching Tan

127 Memory of Misery and Modern Existing—Marx, Chinese Tradition and Our Philosophical
Mission Fan, Zhihui

147 The Debate on the Problem of the Irreducibility of Mind Chi, Chienchih

165 The Two Dimensions of Kant’s Concept of Subject Wang, Jian Jun

News
181 Chen, Chun Yu
Appendix 186 From the Editor

Messages & Information: 4 126 Call for Papers 14 104 108 Guidelines for Footnotes
62 164 Guideline for Bibliographies 34 70 Special Issues in Programs 185 Preview of next Issue



7 BEOYLATAATHREAR

5 - BEHEREE A RS E

AR HESER © S H R (AR o AT LURE I, — B - i
HAE R — OO+ HHAH{ K BT B R TR g T 6 H H B SRR A9TE - B g |
REOCERIE » SER A I MBS R R AR LB R © B B E A A S T RS T R
ELSENE A A BRI A - ¥3F %5 HE L X BRI S L B RS - B
BT EA —EELNET S09E (M o iy S s A REE B fE e 2 2
RMERI TR - AEHEREERIER -

N LB R EAREE AR A T 5 H o B 1R B E R AR 3 - P

R B FHRGR S 58 ORI BE5% © L AR T S B 2 S - W]
EEH BN RIS E ey —fE5 138 > G EmpEEEE -

ACSestE o F5 B E 2R g AR e S T B S SRS T & B /B 3 e B
INERE R E R - FlIR OO OFER LB MNERE B H S @ e i i)k
ERER IR AF #r( American Maritain Association, annual meeting and conference, 2001/10,
Notre Dame University, South Bend, IN. USA ) » — OO " 4EAF AR A B2 1125 4E
e ( Princeton University, 2002/10, Princeton Univeristy, Princeton, NJ, USA ) » Ei
—QO—FEMEKRE B HEFHELE (2001 CPA Congress, Laval University,
Quebec, Canada ) - FEEEI TATES N BLHFTER - it @B IR H GEE o AT M4 R
BEEAE — O OMIF S FHRAH K ER L2 William Sweet #(#53'$1364 5 B H Bl
S HEHE > R R o MR S AR A U - T R S
HHEEHIE L% Alice Ramos® 4 248855 " A My H A BRIE AR 1 Fhy L A1 9 el Rl -
3 {18 o e S AV S L LY R T S e W 2 R AR R A A I 1

' William Sweet B B INEE KB 7 R S B » 3T B A 4 & T Professor, Department

of Philosophy, St. Francis Xavier University, Canada, ) » B1#7E » W8 » Bl a7 {45000 F (T
( Director, Center for Philosophy, Theology, and Cultural Traditions ) « 7] B (T2 A B H H

iy [ (President, Canadian Jacques Maritain Association ) ©

Alice Ramos 4% Fi it BT K22 » #7832 #(#% ( Professor, Department of Philosophy, St.

John’s University ) » JRES {32 % B H 2@ 3 ( formal President, American Maritain

Association ) ©

[}



H&Em e FH=AFAHM 200609

% o 8 ERTES AT R LR BB B - KEEHEEEARS
LRSS » HEHWilliam Sweet#$% - SRR HLE AR B AP LB ARG
SRR - N DU AR R e S BT -

ASHA = B AR B B AR R B SR - AR RS
BB SR EABRT BRI LR ERESR - HEAAD
IR g o (b 5 E O BIAE RS 5 At SR AR SR SR - BLBLL TR B3
ERRI LT « DU AR R B S B S s MR S 41 S P SR S

A B L A P R L B AR A S A e R SR P TR
i ELAT e LA BB T B A AR P L R R BR R A T RS
HAA B A - R B R - SR R R R
Bt o BRI R E AR R B AR I SRR » AT AR AL — TR
e (EL e S BT ER B E ] - R (AR BT R S Ry — R AL UL
BRI B A A F 3% ST PERRFSE - DRSS TSR A K T S R B 5 TR AL
PR R PR T B AT A o (T S R BT B R DA R -

AR ZHE T BT, WOHMEEEA - mE R LI AR S5
o (RGBSR ) S E S GBS A T SR TE - AGHER
T fR BRI 7 R EL AR PR AR B 2 B — OO NERIERR - RERER
£5. FE L 24 i 555 - i William SweetiiZs#HY A - SEISITEEL {7
B4 o) 3 R S L L BB HARR - FRA LA R TR PR IRE R - O
AR AIGA ELHERART 47 /AR BL T -

L TS BT ISR - SRR B AL
B AL LA Bt BIESHZiREr ER » EERR R e BARR S & SRR
SR B o E RS AR S OB R R o R R R
s i D 2R B P B A b e B T B BT SRR AR R I EAR B D
i, JEE AR R R R o R R R R L BB S
(WG IR R R AT S - IS H AR - SR R BUG E ORI
W - (BB SR B T R A SR R A ARIE AARATRS
o35 S BRI B S A R B RO G o E i RS B RS SRS B
FAZE A AT 4 i S R R A FUR PG ELARE - FfFTERA]

? Jacques Maritain, Education at the Crossroads. | New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1971 ) .

o



B RERYLAERATFTHRER

A BRI E LN LI - B S B HRSE - TS e s Bt
SCHFEREE NS H - BB AR > 58 R - A E
RRERE R R HE N BT LR AR K - A HMBIRLF  KILH
il o FEREHTEIS H ELB AU T T SR A B AR -



AL FMZBFAH 2006.09

i |

— ~ AT R T - BUIREE s 8 DR REA
ST EER EA - (e BB T S S B L RS o @ e E AR - ki T
i BLT B

= AT H B AU ET AR (FEHTER - SR BB AT IR AR ~ i BOA -
A -~ Bl FEE T HEHEGREEMRRIE) CF 0 RIS RSSO TR - B
Al R o T LURR -

=~ KT Bl Ham A & DL T & i 5

(—) B : R B AR E B S o REGIAE B 1T - BB A
T 178 5 A T S0 A BB - (T8 8000 FE 12000 FEFHI )

(=) HRENGES  BOWR & MRl R R WG T - B3 R
HHIFE(EE A B - (T8 3000 F LU R B EH])

(=) G - IR B R 2R sUR T - (FELL 8000 5
% 12000 FEEH])

(1Y) HFEEE : DIBGERE - WS I E S e RS - L ERE 2
FELAEE S EE ph o HEFETER - (8L 8000 7 12000 FEFHI )

(1) B - REETFEE ARG

L ET R A/ T S B Y A R T AR e e e
a o (UL 3000 FEEH])

2. BRUAE | AT AP /2B e oM - (T840 3000 FLL T BB

AFIBCUHERGLL L& 2 RatELI ~ S (RIS o A TR S0 A R B )
HHACRE B LSRG AR

VY~ AT IR 2 B A1 BT BT S A 202 T SRR - AR A Ay B I 2 e s
FOHASE P 4088 ~ (EE IR DUR R I o 6 35 I R R S RN P % o R 2 -

T~ PURRS AT Rt LB R A FIER SO R 5 WA MRS @ th - B s s asfs
R NERE (ZEFLA) ERREE CHELAA ) 1B 0 DUREER - 25085 -

AN PURRRIASTIRH I 5 5 6 KomaA 7 20 MOTEB IR AT ol Ay soi s » JRaeEes
FIA T HRERAS <

R AT — A A AR P SR AEIRE AT o SR
R @A T RIER A PR AR L - S E AR s -

S\ PURRE AT L ZH R R I G 3 & RS T TR - AT/ 2
fiéi - MEZEE SH R Lﬂﬂ&‘ﬁ&ﬂ

Ju~ TEERERAE RT3 (E NGRS 1T S B0 fk ) P 36T {HT’F%&
EREEEASSHE Itf%ﬁ%f’k XEEIH THATAR - ZOERE M A TR R 2 AR
AEBH A AT FIRIE R - FdE— Q3R - RBuefae st %E@Z@iﬁ“”%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁhﬂi&%ﬁ
SCHHEN A A7«

+ -~ BeREE A ¢ B 242 ZACRRHTIE TR ERE 510 SR RS HEAR 412 5 PTE
B 274k H FIRR

4-



William Sweet : Maritain Today

Maritain Today

William Sweet

Professor of Philosophy at St Francis Xavier University in Nova Scotia, Canada.

Since the Second Vatican Council, philosophy has not had an easy time in seminaries,
Catholic colleges and universities, and in society as a whole. In North America at least,
philosophy programs have been closed, obligatory philosophy courses for a university
degree have been reduced or abolished, and the requirement that candidates for the
priesthood have a strong major in philosophy has been virtually abandoned.

Of course, philosophy professors have often only themselves to blame for this. Many
philosophy courses preach relativism, or have become platforms for ideologies or, at best,
are concerned only with ‘abstract” matters in the worst sense, and are remote from and
irrelevant to the concrete concerns of daily life. Philosophy certainly no longer commands
the respect and authority it once did. As one scholar has quipped, philosophy has moved
from being the handmaid of theology to the scullery maid of the social sciences.

The late Pope John Paul II’s encyclical, Fides et ratio( Faith and Reason )has been seen
by many as a response to this—reminding Catholics and indeed all Christians of the
importance and value of philosophy in ‘faith seeking understanding.” And, as many
commentators have noted, in Faith and Reason, John Paul presented us with a list of
“figures such as John Henry Newman, Antonio Rosmini, Jacques Maritain, Etienne Gilson
and Edith Stein and, in an Eastern context:----- Vladimir Soloviev, Pavel Florensky, Petr
Chaadaev and Vladimir Lossky”( section74 )—men and women who have used philosophy
to pursue the truth and to understand better some of the profundities of faith.

In this list of philosophers and philosophies that the late Pope recommended, several
figures stand out. But one of the most influential—if not the most influential—in 20th
century Catholicism, is the French disciple of St Thomas, Jacques Maritain. And, despite a
lull in interest in Maritain’s work shortly after his death in 1973, more and more
philosophers are turning again to his work and his ideals for inspiration and insight.

Photographs of Maritain, even in his old age, reveal a cultured and handsome man,

with a full head of hair and piercing eyes. But they also show a person of both sensitivity

-5-



W&ot BA =K F LE 2006.09

and spirit. And we find these characteristics of spirit and rigor, but also sensibility, in his
voluminous essays, articles and books. Maritain was a controversial figure for almost
three-quarters of the twentieth century, from his early writings defending religion against
scientism and modernism, to his late essays meditating on the consequences of the changes
inaugurated by the Second Vatican Council. He was also a man of humility. He and his wife,
Raissa, share the same tombstone, but it is her name that dominates. His name appears in
small characters in the lower right hand corner, scarcely visible from a distance.

Maritain was a man of range and depth. He counted among his acquaintances some of
the greatest literary, cultural, and philosophical figures of the century, such as Georges
Bernanos, Jean Cocteau, Henri Bergson, Maurice Blondel, Etienne Gilson, Georges
Rouault, Gabriel Marcel, Emmanuel Mounier, and Eduardo Frei. And his philosophical
views made a deep impression on his contemporaries, including Edith Stein, General
Charles de Gaulle, Paul VI—and, of course, the late Pope.

What do philosophers today find so attractive about Maritain and his writings? He is
still most widely known for his writings defending human freedom, Christian democracy,
and rights, and on the development of the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. But Maritain's work covers a remarkable range—religion and faith, education,
metaphysics and epistemology, aesthetics, the philosophy of nature, and ethics and
political thought. But there is more than the breadth and depth of his work that draws
people to read him. Maritain's life reflects, in many ways, the situation that people today
find themselves in. You could say that, in several respects, he is a man of our times as well
of his own time.

Maritain was born into a secular and secularizing French society, well-insulated from
material needs, and his early years were spent in an environment where science and
technology held a special place. Maritain’s early studies were in the sciences—specifically,
biology—and his teachers reflected the scepticism and positivism typical of the age. But
Maritain was struck by the aridity of a positivistic view of the universe. In fact, he was so
struck by this that, at the age of 21, he and his young fiancée, Raissa, vowed to commit
suicide within a year if they were not able to find something that might give meaning to
their lives. The Maritains found that answer, first, through their friend, Léon Bloy, who led
the Maritains to the Catholic Church and, second, through the philosophy of St Thomas

Aquinas—to which Jacques Maritain devoted the rest of his life, bringing it to bear on
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William Sweet : Maritain Today

twentieth century issues.

Maritain’s early arguments against the narrowness of scientism and positivism remain
powerful today in the face of the challenges of radical subjectivism, ideologies, and ‘post
modernism.” But Maritain also provided a positive philosophy as well. Against scepticism
and scientism, he defended ‘pre-philosophical’ and rational approaches to God, and
emphasised the legitimacy and objective value of mystical knowledge. He was a loyal
defender of the Church, and throughout his life defended his faith and his commitment to
human dignity.

What adds to the weight of Maritain’s insights is that he brought the perspective of an
outsider to bear on many of the issues he addressed. As a convert to Catholicism, as a
Catholic in a secular France, as a Frenchman in political exile in America, as a defender of
freedom during a period of the spread of totalitarianism, as a scholar in the political and
diplomatic arenas, and as an essayist and political activist in the academic world, he often
understood his opponents’ perspective more than they did themselves. And even if some of
Maritain's writings address philosophers long dead and are in an language that sometimes
sounds strange, his confidence in the truth and his bold realism are inspiring.

So it is not surprising, then, that, over 30 years after his death, Maritain’s work is still
being read. In fact, his work is in the midst of a revival-—and the revival is world-wide.
There are Maritain Associations in countries as far away as Senegal, Chile, and Australia.
With the breakdown of totalitarianism in Europe since 1991, associations devoted to the
study of Maritain’s work have also been established in a number of countries of the former
Eastern block.

North America is no exception to this revival. For almost three decades, since 1977,
the American Maritain Association has met annually. There is a Canadian association as
well that meets twice a year and which publishes an annual journal, Maritain Studies, that
discusses such themes in Maritain's work as the nature of the person, the natural law, the
uses of reason, the approaches to God, and the challenges of modernism and post
modernism. These associations—and their counterparts abroad—have grown and
flourished, attracting scholars who are far too young to have read Maritain during his
lifetime, but who have been impressed by his integrity and seriousness of his thought. At a
recent meeting of the American association in Berkeley, a group of young graduate
students—none older than 30—mnot only served as local organizers, but gave talks and

-
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organised a round table on Maritain’s aesthetics and John Paul II’s Letter to Artists, ( April
4,1999) .

One of the striking features of this interest in Maritain is that it attracts more than just
university professors. Among the founding members of the Canadian association, in 1979,
were university professors of history, psychology, education, philosophy, theology and
literature. But they also included a member of the Canadian parliament, two university
Presidents, a judge, writers, economists, senior civil servants, an ambassador, and a
journalist!

Maritain’s ideals and ideas still have an appeal beyond the colleges and universities. It
is probably this which also sparked the founding of publications that focus on Maritain’s
thought. Since its inception, 20 years ago, the Canadian review, Maritain Studies, has
acquired an international reputation. There are other Maritain journals, as well, in French
and Portuguese. The American Maritain Association, in association with the University of
Notre Dame and the Catholic University of America Presses, has published more than ten
volumes to date on themes related to Maritain’s thought. This renewed interest has led
Notre Dame to undertake the publication of a new ‘collected edition’ of English
translations of Maritain's books and essays.

But does this academic study of Maritain fit with the concerns of daily life? In a
nutshell, yes. The work of Maritain scholars is a source for Catholic reflections on faith,
culture, and politics. They translate Maritain’s principles—which are just those of the
philosophia perennis—into modern language, and draw on his ideas to address modern
problems.

Let us consider the crisis in contemporary education in North America and western
Europe. If we look at schools today, students don’t know much—and sometimes teachers
wonder what they actually do know. Teachers have little authority, and many have
capitulated to the pressure to adopt ‘student directed learning.” The model in schools and
universities is empowerment, not the pursuit of knowledge or truth—or, it often seems.
even basic literacy. And it is no surprise that schools are producing a generation of
undereducated young people who unfortunately believe all the talk that says that they are
the best educated in the history of the world.

Disciples of Maritain have some answers. Recently, philosophers from Canada. the

United States, and Europe met in Ottawa, at the Canadian Maritain Association meetings,
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on the theme of ‘Maritain, Newman and the Crisis of Education.’ These scholars looked to
the genius of Maritain and of Newman, who recognized the value of the education of the
whole person. For Maritain in particular, a basic college education that aims at a
comprehensive background in the liberal arts not only had to include theology in the
curriculum, but had to encourage students to aspire to supernatural wisdom. By looking at
his books, Education at the Crossroads ( 1943 ) and The Education of Man ( 1962 ) ., these
meetings bring into view the ideas and ideals that are part of our tradition, but which we
sometimes lose sight of.

The English writer G.K. Chesterton once wrote that there is no more degrading slavery
than to be a child of one's time. Maritain and those who study him remind us of the
unfashionable view that education is a kind of self mastery and self discipline. And
Maritain’s approach to education condemns all merely pragmatist approaches and,
particularly, early specialization. A university should “keep its essential character of
universality and teach universal knowledge,” and the kind of education that Maritain
defends is a remedy for the atomization, cynical pragmatism, and the compartmentalization
of modern life. How different schools, colleges, and universities would be today if the
architects of modern education had followed Maritain, rather than Dewey, or Sommerville,
or Peters!

Another example is the crisis of faith, the spread of nihilism, and the paradoxical rise
of the subjective, new age spiritualities. Reading groups, conferences, and associations on
Maritain’s work have addressed how Maritain provides direction on these matters, too.
Maritain rejects today's popular view that faith is not a matter of truth but just a matter of
personal opinion—that it is not reasonable, and that it has no place in the public arena.
Maritain, of course, supported freedom of conscience. But he was an ardent defender of the
Catholic faith as well, and he defended it by exposing the inadequacies and limits of the
infatuation with scientific method and the scientific reductionism of the age.

Against the post-modern suspicion of reason, the lack of confidence in the
universality of truth, and the portrayal of the pursuit of reason as simply a grab for power,
Maritain offers a defense of the understanding that faith seeks. But he does not
overrationalize either. For Maritain’s magnum opus, The Degrees of Knowledge, tells us
that, in addition to purely scientific knowledge, there is connatural knowledge,

philosophical knowledge, and the legitimacy of mystical knowledge. All these are involved
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in coming to a real appreciation of the existence of truth and the role of reason. It is in
Maritain, then, that time and again, readers—poets, thinkers, and moralists—can find a
resource where we can avoid the extremes of the sterile and arid rationalism of scientism,
and the irrationality of nihilism and extravagant sentimentality of new age spiritualism.

When anyone looks at politics these days, it is easy to be tempted into despair. Values
are, at best, observed in the breech, and the drift towards self-indulgence in the same of
freedom and liberalism, by politicians and the public, is pretty much the rule. In his politics,
Maritain would likely have been described as a liberal-—but his liberalism avoids today’s
preoccupation with the demands for rights without corresponding duties and without any
awareness of the centrality of a common good. And it is just this kind of balance, where we
can respect the dignity of the person, without being forced to believe that every individual
whim has the force of a demand for a right, that readers of Maritain will find in his writings.

The key to Maritain’s views on politics is his ethics—his personalism—and this is an
ethics that we find throughout the work of the late Pope. Maritain’s distinction between the
individual and the person—recognizing that, as individual members of a community, we
have social responsibilities, and yet, as persons, we have an absolute dignity—is probably
more relevant now than when Maritain first articulated it in the late 1930s.

Two important texts here, in which he defends rights based on the principles of the
common good and the natural law, are Maritain's Man and the State and The Person and the
Common Good—and both have been reissued recently by the University of Notre Dame
Press. Another book, Maritain’s 1950 ‘Lectures on Natural Law’, is just now being
translated into English for the first time. Maritain argued that the dignity of the person and
the common good are values best protected in a Christian democracy, and Christian
democratic parties in Europe and Latin America still draw on Maritain's writings for
inspiration.

Maritain’s work serves as a guide to philosophers. And in reading and discussing it,
their work, in turn, can be a source of inspiration and argument for all Catholics when it
comes to reflecting on, understanding, and witnessing to their faith. One of the particular
values of Maritain's work is that it is not parochial, but pluralistic, though not uncritically
s0. And so while Maritain draws on St Thomas, he also draws on writers such as John of the
Cross. Its value is also that it reflects a willingness to encounter the world—both to defend

the faith and to respond creatively to social change. And, most importantly, it is
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realistic—both in its metaphysics and in its overall approach.

Maritain’s approach to philosophy—one which draws on tradition in order to
critically engage the world—reflects a positive response to ways of addressing the
contemporary philosophical view. It is not, as one cynical Toronto Jesuit put it, a 1950s
philosophy that the Vatican wants to force down the throats of theologians. ( Of course, it
may be true that even such a diet would still be better than the one that many theologians
have been following. )

So while it has been a little more than 30 years since Maritain’s death, Maritain’s work
is relevant today, just as it was at the beginning of the century when Maritain began to write.
And you could say that those philosophers, clergy, historians, political scientists, and
theologians who are carrying on Maritain's legacy are also carrying on a philosophical and
intellectual tradition that reaches back to the beginnings of Christianity. By reading and
studying Maritain’s writings, they are bringing to light many of the important ideas that
Maritain himself has drawn from the Catholic tradition.

What groups such as the Maritain associations and their journals and books provide is
a deepening, extension, and development of Maritain's ideas. They call to mind some of the
best ideas and most central values that define the Christian faith. It’s also nice to meet
people with whom one shares an intellectual and religious affinity.

John Paul II'’s encyclical on truth, Fides et ratio, called on men and women of faith to
come to philosophy. The renewal of interest in Jacques Maritain that we see in the
numerous associations, conferences, books and articles is an indication that it is a call that

is already being answered.
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