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Message

_3 conjunction with the 60™ Anniversary celebration of its alma mater, the Nanyang Academy
of Fine Arts (NAFA) Alumni Society organised a grand art exhibition to showcase the works of
the more established alumni artists. This album contains most of the works that are featured in
the exhibition.

Since the inception of NAFA in 1938, it has been producing fine artists for the Nanyang region
which includes Singapore, Malaysia and the neighbouring countries. As a matter of fact, alumni
of NAFA have been in the leading position in contemporary art circle in Singapore. The
contribution of NAFA to the art development in Singapore is immense and the achievements
attained by its alumni are tfremendous.

At the turn of the century, NAFA will march on to a greater height with the help of the government.
Alumni are still needed to keep abreast with the development of their alma mater and render
assistance to NAFA in order to realise its mission to become a world class art institution aiming to
achieve artistic excellence. Let NAFA and its alumni march into the next millenium in tandem
confidently.

I wish the NAFA Alumni Art Exhibition every success.

HO KAH LEONG
Principal
NAFA
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Message

t is the pleasure of NAFA Alumni Association to present this art album to celebrate the 60th

Anniversary of our aima mater. The alumni strives to be the epitome of arts in Singapore and
mirrors the cultural state of our nation. Like other cultural disciplines in the arts, the pursuit of fine
art is endless. On this auspicious occasion | sincerely hope that our graduates lead in contributing
and raising the standard of the arts and reach new heights of achievements.

SONG CHWEE HIM
Adviser
NAFA Alumni Association
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Forward

AFA was established 60 years ago and NAFA 60 years is no mean achievement. She stands

strong and firm today after enduring hardships and this credit and pride goes to our
dedicated lecturers, generous sponsors and the loyal, strong support of our alumni. Our graduates
worked hard to make whole-hearted contributions towards the success of our alma mater.

The participating artists, whose works are featured in this aloum, are outstanding and active in
Singapore.They include renowned award winners whose contributions and achievements have
been recognised by society and the government. From their works we can trace the
development of contfemporary art in Singapore. They are the undisputed souls whose
concentrated and professional dedication to the arts exhibits a true spirit and reveals the cultural
roots of our nation.

Painting has a long history and goes back further than the recorded word. It is no easy task to
understand this profound discipline or trace its origin. Our pioneer graduates dedicated entire lives
to the pursuit of the arts, setting new trends in our arts scene. The late Georgette Chen, one of our
pioneer artists, once describe artists as "naive but good people". She also said: "Drawing, on the
other hand, so essentialin a good composition, is a down-to-earth technique which can be learned
and therefore it can be taught just like the alphabet. It alone however, is not sufficient for the creation
of a great work of art unless it is combined with those divine sparks" - an extract "1965 Year Book"

This quotation helps us realise the importance of both technique and creativity in art. Having
only creativity without the basic skills and techniques of drawing is like a child composing a
poem without knowing the alphabets. Therefore, who are the talented and gifted? We can
borrow from a poem composed by Guo Xian Ji which describes ploughing the fields for 60
years (originally 30 years) and filling the hall with flower and bird paintings meaning, painting in
exchange for time spent. Time will reveal the truly gifted and talented.

LIM KAY HIONG
President
NAFA Alumni Association
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