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Framing the Nation, Capturing the Memories

Xu Bu
2010

In 1950, Chairman Mao Zedong made an autograph for the initial issue of China Pictorial.

In 2010, China Pictorial Publishing House makes a classification of the pictures it has published in
the past sixty years and compiles them into collections of photos—"China Pictorial * Life in China".

Sixty years are one ‘jiazi". During sixty years, time passes like a flash and the river of life runs like a
melodic song.

Since its first publication in July, 1950, China Pictorial took up the task of promoting the image of
China at home and abroad. With its excellent pictures and texts, this national comprehensive pictorial
has published more than 740 issues without any interruption even during the Cultural Revolution.
The sixty-year of China Pictorial has recorded a nation under dramatic changes. The Pictorial covers
a wide range of topics, from big events, economic construction, people, social life to mountains
and rivers, history and civilization, culture and travel, revealing a gorgeous grand panorama of new
China.

China Pictorial is one of the “top five press entities" in China. In a long time after the foundation of
new China, China Pictorial has received great concerns and attention from the state leaders, Party
leaders and people from all walks of life: Chairman Mao Zedong made the autograph for the name
of the Pictorial; Premier Zhou Enlai went over the manuscripts for the Pictorial for three years during
the Cultural Revolution; Deng Xiaoping made the autograph "40th Anniversary of China Pictorial’
in 1990; Jiang Zemin made the autograph "For Socialism, For the People, Making China Pictorial a
Close Friend of All Readers"; Secretary General Hu Jintao visited Romania in 2004 and presented
the Romanian version of China Pictorial as a gift to Romanian friends; Premier Wen Jiabao's office
phoned China Pictorial in 2008, commending it for its reports on the snow disaster in southern
China.



Photos published by China Pictorial have certain characteristics of documental photography and
have formed their own aesthetic standards, spreading the mainstream philosophy with vivid and
pleasing pictures. Most photos selected by China Pictorial capture typical events, typical people,
typical moods and typical moments. They not only keep the tracks and signs of the time for the New
China, but also provide a complete content on the research of Chinese social construction, people's
life and press promotion strategies from the view of media.

‘China Pictorial - Life in China" includes 8 books. “Time of Revolution" includes classic photos from
1949 to 1978, reflecting the influence of revolutionary ideas and passionate life on every aspect of
China's sacial life in the first 30 years after the foundation of New China. It vividly reproduces the
mainstream lifestyle in the "passionate time of revolution" which is unique to this special historical
stage in New China. "Working People', "Life in Beijing", "Life in Shanghai', "Life in East China”, "Life in
West China", "Life in South China" and ‘Life in North China" include photos taken from 1950 to 2010.
"Working People” depicts the images of Chinese laborers which undergo constant changes in different
working conditions. "Life in Beijing" and other six books put their focus on the common people and
‘normal condition*, thus constituting a complement to Time of Revolution, which put certain emphasis
on political sociology and “special condition”. After singling out Beijing and Shanghai, these six books
divide China into four geographical areas: the east, the west, the north and the south; they include
typical pictures of different time according to different types of daily life to provide readers with insights
into the living conditions and action modes of Chinese common people in the past 60 years in different
geographical areas and different living environments.

Photos in "China Pictorial - Life in China® are mostly provided by China Pictorial and partly provided
by our cooperator fotoe.com. Through these old pictures, we hope to recall the historical events,
explore the developing route of China, appreciate various faces and feel the spirit of Chinese people.
This is the goal China Pictorial still pursues today—framing the nation, capturing the memories.
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1950 Hainan Pounding rice.
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1952 Zhuzhou, Hunan Helping children reviewing lessons.
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1953 Chongqing A family taking a walk.
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1954 Wuming, Guangxi Zhuang peasants decorating their new house.
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