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(6//"{18 8 Teaching and Learning

Lead-in

Reading Focus — Text A

Excuses

Integrated Exercises

Reading Focus — Text B

To Know More about Less or Less about More

8/ 118 Helping People in Need
Lead-in

Reading Focus — Text A
On Her Own, But Not Alone
Integrated Exercises
Reading Focus — Text B
Roadside Inferno

(8} 1N Friendship

Lead-in

Reading Focus — Text A
Friendship

Integrated Exercises

Reading Focus — Text B

How to Build Better Friendships

8/ 1{E Y Famous People

Lead-in

Reading Focus — Text A

In Search of the Real Bill Gates

Integrated Exercises

Reading Focus — Text B

Florence Nightingale: Nurse, Renewer of Society

Hobbies
Lead-in
Reading Focus — Text A
Get into a Hobby, It’s Good for You!
Integrated Exercises
Reading Focus — Text B
Cultivating a Hobby
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(811 Success

Lead-in

Reading Focus — Text A

Dare to Take Risks!

Integrated Exercises

Reading Focus — Text B

A Success Story That’s Hard to Duplicate

(6} \ia/8 Honesty

Lead-in

Reading Focus — Text A

White Lies, Hard Truths

Integrated Exercises

Reading Focus — Text B

The Most Honest Man | Ever Knew (My Stepfather)

10/V1#:# Environmental Protection

Lead-in

Reading Focus — Text A

The Contamination of the Environment
Integrated Exercises

Reading Focus — Text B

The Balance of Nature



It's not what is poured into a student that counts, but what is planted.

[Am.]Linda Conway
BEEMNAREZENIREBATHA, MEERTH4.

[EHIE - BREL
Tell me and I'll forget. Show me, and | may not remember. Involve me, and I'll
understand.

(Native American Saying)
BiFH, RETid. BTAEE, RUAFR—EatidE., iS5, HARER,

(ERIEIE)

A. Look at the picture and discuss with your partner the following questions.
1. What do you think will be the topic of this unit?
2. Describe and comment on the cartoon.
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B. Listening Practice
Listen to the short passage about teaching style.
Pre-listening Task
List teaching styles as many as possible, according to your experience in high schools and
colleges.

Post-listening Task

Answer the following questions.
1. Why should a good teacher develop a variety of teaching styles?
2. Why do teachers need to help students to link what they are learning to daily living experiences?
3. Do teachers have to stick to one particular teaching method in a single class period?

4. What effect will you get if you vary the style used?

5. What's the conclusion of this talk?

Text A

First Reading

Read the text and then answer the questions in the left margin.

Frank McCourt’
My students forged the notes. I turned them into a lesson plan.

EB 1 was in my third year of teaching creative writing at Ralph McKee Vocational
School in Staten Island?, New York, when one of my students, 16-year-old Mikey, gave

me a note from his mother. It explained his absence from class the day before:

E3 “‘Dear Mr. McCourt, Mikey’s grandmother who is eighty years of age fell down the
stairs from too much coffee and I kept Mikey at home to take care of her and his baby
sister so I could go to my job at the ferry terminal. Please excuse Mikey and he’ll do
his best in the future. P.S. His grandmother is ok.”



Why didn’t the author
scold Mikey when he
caught him forging an

excuse note?

After the author read the
forged excuse notes he’d
only glanced at before,
what did he think of

them?

Unit 1 Teaching and Learning

EJ 1 had seen Mikey writing the note at his desk, using his left hand to disguise his
handwriting. I said nothing. Most parental-excuse notes I received back in those days
were penned by my students.’ They’d been forging excuse notes since they learned to

write, and if I were to confront each forger I’d be busy 24 hours a day.

I8 1 threw Mikey’s note into a desk drawer along with dozens of other notes. While
my classes took a test, | decided to read all the notes I’d only glanced at before. I made
two piles, one for the genuine ones written by mothers, the other for forgeries. The

second was the larger pile, with writing that ranged from imaginative to lunatic.
E3 1 was having an epiphany.*

[3 Isn’tit remarkable, I thought, how the students whined and said it was hard putting
200 words together on any subject? But when they forged excuse notes, they were
brilliant. The notes I had could be turned into an anthology of Great American Excuses.

They were samples of talent never mentioned in song, story or study.

How could I have ignored these gems of fiction and fantasy? Here was American

high school writing at its best® — raw, real, urgent, brief, and lying. I read:

EX The stove caught fire and the wallpaper went up and the fire department kept us
out of the house all night.

B} 4rnold was getting off the train and door closed on his school bag and the train
took it away. He yelled to the conductor who said very vulgar things as the train drove

away.
E0) His sisters dog ate his homework and I hope it chokes him.

[l We were evicted from our apartment and the mean sheriff said if my son kept

yelling for his notebook he'd have us all arrested.

fF] The writers of these notes didn’t realize that honest excuse notes were usually dull:

“Peter was late because the alarm clock didn’t go off.”

EE] One day I typed out a dozen excuse notes and distributed them to my senior classes.
The students read them silently, intently. “Mr. McCourt, who wrote these?” asked one

boy.
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What was the author’s
purpose in asking his
students to write excuse
notes for their future
children? What was the

students’ reaction?

! “You did,” I said. “I omitted names to protect the guilty. They’re supposed to be

written by parents, but you and I know the real authors. Yes, Mikey?”
[ “So what are we supposed to do?”

[ “This is the first class to study the art of the excuse note — the first class, ever, to
practice writing them. You’re so lucky to have a teacher like me who has taken your

best writing and turned it into a subject worthy of study.”

Everyone smiled as [ went on, “You didn’t settle for the old alarm clock story. You
used your imaginations.® One day you might be writing excuses for your own children
when they’re late or absent or up to some devilment. So try it now. Imagine you have a

15-year-old child who needs an excuse for falling behind in English. Let it rip.””

ff] The students produced different excuses, ranging from a 16-wheeler crashing into
a house to a severe case of food poisoning blamed on the school cafeteria. They said,

“More, more. Can we do more?”

[E Solsaid, “I'd like you to write — And I finished, ** *An Excuse Note from Adam

to God’ or *An Excuse Note from Eve to God.” " Heads went down. Pens raced across

paper.

PI] Before long the bell rang. For the first time ever I saw students so immersed in

their writing they had to be urged to go to lunch by their friends:
PEl “Yo. Lenny. Come on. Finish it later.”

PPl Next day everyone had excuse notes, not only from Adam and Eve® but from God
and Lucifer’. One girl defended the seduction of Adam on the grounds that Eve was
tired of lying around Paradise doing nothing, day in and day out. She was also tired of

God sticking his nose into their business.

PE] Heated discussions followed about the relative guilt and sinfulness of Adam and
Eve. No one said anything negative about God, though there were hints. He could have

been more understanding of the plight of the first man and woman, said someone.

PZ! 1 asked the class to think about anyone in history who could use a good excuse

note. I wrote suggestions on the board: Eva Braun', Hilter’s'' girlfriend.



Did the superintendent
of schools approve of
the author’s approach to
teaching writing? How

do you know that?

Unit 1 Teaching and Learning

FL Yo, Mr. McCourt, could you put teachers up there?” said a student.
FI3 And then I heard, “Mr. McCourt, the principal is at the door.”

My heart sank as the principal entered, along with the superintendent of schools.
Neither acknowledged me. They walked up and down, peering at papers. The

superintendent picked one up, showed it to the principal.

PI] The superintendent frowned. The principal pursed his lips. On their way out, the

principal said the superintendent would like to see me.

PI] Here it comes, I thought. The reckoning.'> The principal was sitting at his desk; the
superintendent was standing. “Come in,” said the superintendent. I just want to tell
you that that lesson, that project, whatever the hell you were doing, was excellent."

Those kids were writing on the college level.”

£l He turned to the principal and said, “I just want to shake your hand,” he said,
turning back to me. “There might be a letter in your file attesting to your energetic and

imaginative teaching. Thank you.”

KXl God in heaven. High praise from an important person. Should I dance down the

hallway, or lift and fly? Next day in class, I just started singing.

EF] The kids laughed. They said, “Man, school should be like this every day, us writing
excuse notes and teachers singing all of a sudden.'*” Sooner or later, I figured, everyone
needed an excuse. Also, if we sang today we could sing tomorrow, and why not? You
don’t need an excuse for singing.

(1096 words)

New Words and Expressions
( #RIFE*EIAMEIRIC; pRiEABIANRIRILC, HRABNIELC, )

*absence /'&bsons/ n.
P.S. n.

*disguise /dis'gaiz/ v.

*pen /pen/ v.
Aforge /fod3/ v.

Aconfront /kan'frant/ v.

not being in a place, being away ¥ ; ZJF

(abbr) postscript (i KA )700) ME, XK

to make sb./sth. look or sound different from normal; give sb./sth. a false
appearance fiEifi; {3

(finl) to write (a letter, etc.) 5 ({F%5)

to make an imitation or copy of (sth.) in order to deceive people A i

to make sb. face or consider sb./sth. unpleasant, difficult, etc. i [fiixf, 1E#



